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Matthew 1:1-17.  The Genealogy of Christ 

The book of Matthew, indeed the New Testament, starts with a genealogy. And you might 
think, why do we need a genealogy? What can we learn from a genealogy? It’s just a 
boring list of names, isn’t it? What can a genealogy teach us? And I say, quite a lot.


First of all, the Holy Spirit inspired every word of Scripture. The fact that we have 
genealogies occurring at various places in the Bible, means they must be important. 
Everything in the Bible is important. And one reason why they’re important is that they 
prove the reality of it all. This is real history. These are all real people. As far as I’m aware, 
there aren’t any genealogies in the Quran. I think there might be in the Book of Mormon, 
I’m not sure, but the whole idea that true religion has moved from the Middle East to 
America is so ridiculous, that it’s not worth bothering about.


Most genealogies are in the Bible for one specific purpose. To shew the lineage of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the one Person central to the whole Bible, and central to the 
whole world, whether we realise it or not. At the beginning of his gospel, John tells us:


John 1:1-4

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.


And even more remarkably, this Word, who was God, became man:


John 1:14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.... 

This is unique to Christianity. The one true living God who created all things, who upholds 
all things in His providence, who counts every hair of our head, and by whom a sparrow 
doesn’t fall to the ground without it being directly ordained of Him, this God isn’t far away. 
He is intimately connected with everything that happens here. He sees what a mess we 
make. He sees how we sin against Him in thought and word and deed, in the things 
we’ve done and in the things we’ve not done. And because we’re all like that by nature, 
He didn’t just leave us to ourselves, He did something about it. He came into this world 
as one of us, to save us from our sinful condition. To save us from being the fools we are 
by nature. This is the God worthy of worship. All other concepts of God are far too small. 
The real God cares about us. He cares so much He came into this world in human form. 
And He came here for a specific purpose. To save His people from their sins. 


John 3:16,17

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.


So, Jesus Christ is the most important person we could ever know. And we have this 
Bible to show us that He was God Himself, and in the genealogies, that He was born a 
real man on this earth. God and man, two natures in one Person for ever.




[1] The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham.  

Two important characters from Old Testament history are mentioned here. And they’re 
important because both of them were promised by God that a Saviour, whom we now 
know to be Jesus Christ, would come into this world directly descended from them.


God made a covenant with Abraham:


Genesis 17:7

And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 

If you read this whole passage, it seems to refer to all Abraham’s physical descendants. 
He did after all have his name changed to Abraham, meaning “father of many nations.” 


Genesis 17:5

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a 
father of many nations have I made thee.


So from a cursory reading of this passage, we may think that everybody descending from 
him was going to be the special, chosen people of God. And that they would all inherit a 
piece of real estate at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea. But that’s not the case. 
We find, as we read on, that the line of Ishmael, Abraham’s firstborn, was blessed with 
things on this earth, but only the line of Isaac was chosen to carry on the promise:


Genesis 17:19-21

And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name 
Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his 
seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will 
make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I 
will make him a great nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall 
bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 

And then we find further that of Isaac’s descendants, only one, Jacob, was chosen to 
carry on the promise. Even his twin brother Esau was rejected:


Malachi 1:2,3

I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau 
Jacob's brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, And I hated Esau, and laid his 
mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. 

So, what’s going on here? God promised he would be the father of many nations, but only 
one of his children, then only one of Isaac’s children, ended up carrying the blessing. And 
as we look at this genealogy, we realise that the promise doesn’t go to everybody born in 
Abraham’s line at all, but when God said to Abraham:


Genesis 22:18

And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.... 



He wasn’t referring to everybody physically descended from him, but only to one Person, 
who would come many generations later, the Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the 
blessing would truly come. Isaac, Jacob, and all the others in this list here, some of whom 
were never the Lord’s people, were simply the line through which that one Person of 
promise would come. We’re told this in Galatians:


Galatians 3:16

Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 

So, the most important thing to take away from this is that the true people of God are not 
a group, tribe, nation or family of people physically connected to each other. True religion 
is spiritual, not physical. The Pharisees were so proud of being descended from Abraham:


John 8:39-42

They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them, If ye 
were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me, 
a man that hath told you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. Ye do 
the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication; we have 
one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: 
for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me.


These Pharisees claimed they were descended from Abraham. Whether they could prove 
that or not is another matter. And Orthodox Jews today claim the same thing. But I 
challenge any of them to prove they personally really did descend from Abraham. I 
suggest none of them would be able to. But Jesus Christ can prove His descent from 
Abraham. And here it is. No other man can do that. Rather than us thinking God’s chosen 
people would be all Abraham’s physical descendants who would populate the Middle 
East and be different from the nations, His real chosen people are all those who by faith 
put their trust in Jesus Christ. It’s a spiritual seed, that fulfils the promise to Abraham, 
through Jesus Christ, not a physical seed. Abraham is the father if all those who believe:


Romans 4:11

And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he 
had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though 
they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also.... 

Hebrews 11:12

Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the 
sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.


People are so proud of their heritage, just like the Pharisees. But just because we were 
born into a Methodist family, or an Anglican, or a Roman Catholic, or a Muslim, that 
doesn’t mean anything. So many people blindly follow the religion of their fathers, and 
assume their ancestors were right and everybody else wrong. They do it without thinking. 
Not everybody descended from Abraham were true believers in the promise. Only all 
those who put their trust in the Messiah for themselves personally were the recipients of 
the promise given to Abraham. In the Old Testament, that meant trusting in the covenantal 
promise given to Abraham of a Messiah that was to come. To us, we now know who that 
Messiah was, the Lord Jesus Christ. We must put all our trust in Him. Cry to Him, call 
upon Him. Realise we need Him to be saved by Him from the judgment to come.




And the promised land that God promised to Abraham, is a spiritual land in heaven, not a 
physical place on this earth. Abraham knew that all along:


Hebrews 11:13,16

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. .... But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for 
them a city. 

And then the other character mentioned here is King David. He was also promised a seed 
through whom a kingdom would come:


2 Samuel 7:12-16

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be 
his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the children of men: But my mercy shall not depart away from 
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy 
kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. 

Now, we look at this passage, and just like the Abraham passage in Genesis, it seems on 
first glance to be speaking of a physical descendant, a physical house, and a physical 
kingdom. And we immediately think of King Solomon, who succeeded David, built the 
Temple in Jerusalem and had a particularly peaceful reign. And we especially see the 
phrase “If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes 
of the children of men,” and we think, that can’t mean Christ because He was sinless. 


And He was. So this phrase wouldn’t apply to Him. But, hang on a minute. He was 
chastened with the stripes of the children of men. But He endured it, not for His own sin, 
but for the sins of all those who would put their trust in Him, so they could go free.


Isaiah 53:5

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.


That’s why we need Christ, so the penalty for our sin goes on His shoulders, not ours.

The prophets too spoke of a greater David who would come:


Isaiah 55:3

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 

Jeremiah 23:5,6

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In 
his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby 
he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Ezekiel 34:23




And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; 
he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

Hosea 3:5

Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their 
king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days. 

Amos 9:11

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches 
thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: 

This is quoted by Peter in Acts 15 as a prophecy of the Gentiles coming into the church.


Zechariah 13:1

In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. 

So, to fulfil God’s promises and prophecies, the Saviour that God was to send into the 
world, had to come through the line of both Abraham and David. And here’s the 
genealogy. Let’s look at it. We don’t look to this list and think they’re all believers, 
because they’re not. The history of the kings of Judah tells us that. Some of these men 
were godly, others were wicked and unbelieving. We also see in this list that some were 
Jews, some Gentiles. And some came out of very dysfunctional relationships:


[2] Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas [Judah] 
and his brethren; [3] And Judas [Judah] begat Phares [Pharez] and Zara [Zarah] of 
Thamar [Tamar];….  

And here’s the first dysfunctional relationship. Tamar was Judah’s daughter-in-law. If you 
really want to know more, read Genesis 38, and you’ll get a dose of real life in this world.


….and Phares [Pharez] begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; [4] And Aram begat 
Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; [5] And 
Salmon begat Booz [Boaz] of Rachab [Rahab];….  

Now was this the Rahab in Jericho, who let the spies into the city? We don’t know for 
sure, but the fact she’s named sort of implies it might be. If it is the same woman, she 
was a harlot, a lady of ill repute, and a Gentile.


….and Booz [Boaz] begat Obed of Ruth;…. 

Ruth was also a Gentile, a Moabitess. Moabites were banned from the congregations:


Deuteronomy 23:3

An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to their 
tenth generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for ever.... 



So Ruth would not normally have been allowed into the outward congregation of the 
Lord’s people. But we read in the book of Ruth that she was a true believer in her heart.


….and Obed begat Jesse; [6] And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king 
begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias [Uriah]; 

David committed adultery with Bathsheba and had her husband killed. The child of that 
union died in infancy, but what a start to a relationship. David, who had at least six wives 
already, then married Bathsheba and they had Solomon. Then we’ve got the royal line of 
the kings of Judah. Some of whom were good, others total unbelievers. You can find all 
about these people in the books of Kings and Chronicles in the Old Testament:


[7] And Solomon begat Roboam [Rehoboam]; and Roboam [Rehoboam] begat Abia 
[Abijah]; and Abia [Abijah] begat Asa; [8] And Asa begat Josaphat [Jehoshaphat]; 
and Josaphat [Jehoshaphat] begat Joram [Jehoram]; and Joram [Jehoram] begat 
Ozias [Uzziah]; [9] And Ozias [Uzziah] begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz 
[Ahaz] and Achaz [Ahaz] begat Ezekias [Hezekiah]; [10] And Ezekias [Hezekiah] 
begat Manasses [Manasseh]; and Manasses [Manasseh] begat Amon; and Amon 
begat Josias [Josiah]; [11] And Josias [Josiah] begat Jechonias [Jeconiah] and his 
brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon:  

The exile into Babylon was an important point in the history of Judah because it was 
God’s judgment for their sins over many generations, and marked the end of the 
monarchy. But the line of Christ continued:


[12] And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias [Jeconiah] begat Salathiel; 
and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;  

Zerubbabel, together with Ezra and later Nehemiah, led the exiles back to Jerusalem. And 
at that point, the Old Testament record ends. And Zerubbabel didn’t call himself the king. 
He preferred to be called “governor.” So the monarchy effectively ceased at the exile.


The rest of this list is of people we know nothing about. The Biblical record is silent for 
four hundred years, up to this point we’re at now, at the beginning of the New Testament.


[13] And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; 
[14] And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; [15] 
And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; [16] 
And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is 
called Christ.  

We’ve got to address the fact that these last two sections, from David to Joseph, are 
different from the genealogy of Christ in Luke 3. There, the line is traced through David’s 
son Nathan, born to an unknown wife in Jerusalem. The genealogies seem to come 
together again for Salathiel and Zerubbabel (although these could be different people 
altogether), then they part again, only coming back together with Joseph.




To reconcile this difference, many think that Luke is tracing the line of Mary, but that’s not 
true, for two reasons. Firstly, Luke states specifically that his was the line of Joseph:


Luke 3:23

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son 
of Joseph, which was the son of Heli.... 

Secondly, Mary was not from the line of Judah at all, but from the line of Levi because 
we’re told she was “cousin to Elizabeth” (Luke 1:36), who we are told was descended from 
the High Priestly line (Luke 1:5 “of the daughters of Aaron”). 

Mary went to Bethlehem to be registered in the taxation, not because she herself was of 
the house and lineage of David, but because she was espoused to Joseph, who was: 

Luke 2:4,5 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

Christ was legally of the tribe of Judah, because Joseph was (as was supposed) His 
father. Mary had married into the line of Judah, so lost any inheritance in the tribe of Levi.  

So, how do we reconcile the two lines? One says Joseph’s father was Jacob, the other 
Heli. Which one is right? There are several possible explanations for this, but I suggest the 
easiest explanation, is that when there was no male heir, the line went through the women. 
To reconcile Luke’s genealogy with that of Matthew, all we need is for Heli (Luke 3:23) to 
be female. In Luke’s genealogy, the words “the son” is in italics in the Authorised Version, 
which means it is not in the original Greek. So I suggest that Luke gives the genealogy of 
Joseph through his mother Heli, whose father had no male heirs. Matthew traces his line 
through his father, Jacob. 

[17] So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and 
from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from 
the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations. 

This verse should not be getting us all excited about Biblical numerology. Forget all that. 
The Bible is not a book of magic, with a secret code within it, if only we interpret the 
numbers properly. That’s rubbish. It’s a rational text book, containing rational history, 
theology, poetry, wisdom and prophecy. So, what does this verse teach us?


Everything in history is ordered. Nothing is random. There is a mighty, all-powerful God in 
control of all things. He knows what He is doing, ordering every event in history. That’s the 
lesson we must take from this. We should become familiar with this Biblical history. We 
should be able to see God at work in all of it, even in the places where His name isn’t 
even mentioned, like the book of Esther. This is God’s book, teaching us God’s history. 
He’s in charge of it all. And at exactly the right time, He send His Christ into the world:


Galatians 4:4,5




But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.


According to this genealogy, Joseph was a direct descendant of the kings of Judah. The 
monarchy ceased at the exile into Babylon, but if it had continued, Joseph would have 
been king. But it didn’t continue, it went into obscurity. We know nothing about anyone 
after Zerubbabel. There’s someone in this world today walking around, who is the rightful 
king of Greece. If the monarchy had continued, he would have been king. There’s 
someone in this world today walking around, who is the rightful heir of Genghis Khan’s 
empire, or the emperor of China. But we don’t know where they are. 

The monarchy of Judah also went into obscurity. Fourteen generations after it was 
abolished, we find the rightful heir in a carpenter’s shop in Nazareth, of which it was said: 

John 1:46 
Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?  

Jesus was Joseph’s legal firstborn. On Joseph’s death, Jesus would have become the king 
of Judah. I suggest Joseph’s death started Christ on His public ministry. There’s no record 
of Joseph after this, which makes us think he’d probably died. So, when a superscription 
was written and placed above His cross at His crucifixion, saying, “The King of the Jews,” 
it was a true statement. If the monarchy had continued, Jesus Christ would have been the 
rightful king of Judah. But nobody would have been aware of that at the time. 

Not only was He the rightful king, but through His mother, He was also of the High Priestly 
line. So, John the Baptist baptised Him, to set Him apart as a priest. Hence Christ was a 
King and a Priest in one Person. He wasn’t officially, outwardly set up to these offices. The 
monarchy had long since finished, and He never got ordained a priest by outward ritual in 
the Temple. But His kingship and priesthood were genuine nonetheless. 

And this teaches us that the real Christian life is not to be seen in outward ordinances – 
going to church, getting baptised, taking communion – but it’s inward, invisible, but 
nonetheless absolutely genuine. All of us need to come secretly, in the quiet and privacy of 
our own hearts, to Jesus Christ. He is the Saviour that God from the foundation of the 
world chose. God chose to become a man, a man who can trace His genealogy back 
through the promises given to David, and Abraham, right back to Adam himself. God the 
Father sent Christ the Son into the world for a specific purpose – to put right the mess 
Adam made by bringing the whole human race into a state of sinfulness and selfishness.  

Romans 5:12,18,19 
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned....Therefore as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the 
free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 

Thanks to Adam, we’re all born with sinful natures. We’re naturally selfish to the core. 
That’s just what we’re like. But from the foundation of the world, God also ordained a way 
out. A Saviour would come. He would lay down His life for all those who put their trust in 
Him, so that they wouldn’t be justly punished for their sin, but the punishment would be 
placed on Him instead, But we must come to Him. We can’t just sit here and think He’s 



been, so everything’s all right, because it isn’t. The most important Person in the world is 
Jesus Christ. He died to save wretches like us. And He freely offers us salvation. But we 
must come to Him individually. May we all put our trust in Him, the Saviour of the world.


John 3:35,36

The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him. 




Matthew 1:18-25.   The Birth of Christ 

[18] Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise:….  

In the first seventeen verses of this chapter we have a genealogy. A genealogy of one 
man, Jesus Christ. It traces his ancestry all the way back to Abraham, the father of all 
those who believe. Jesus Christ is the most important man in history. And we find out why 
here. In these verses we’ve got a brief outline of the circumstances of His birth.


There’s also an outline in Luke’s gospel. That account is more from the point of view of 
Mary, His mother. This account we’ve got here is more from the point of view of His 
adopted father, Joseph, whose genealogy we have here. And I say “adopted” father, 
because His birth was very unusual. In fact it was unique, because it was a virgin birth:


….When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  

“Mary was espoused to Joseph.” In our culture, when two people decide to get married, 
they usually, as we say, “get engaged” first, which is a promise and public declaration to 
each other they intend to marry at a future date. The marriage takes place later, which in 
theory would be when they start living together as one flesh, although most people don’t  
bother to wait these days. Engagement, to us, is a commitment, but it’s not marriage, and 
it can fairly easily be broken, with no real problem, other than a bit of embarrassment.


In Christ’s day, betrothal was a far more serious commitment. In v.19, it says “Then 
Joseph her husband…” Not “her husband-to-be.” He’s called her husband, even though 
they’re only betrothed and not actually married yet. It was more of a legal commitment.


The standard practice in many cultures is for arranged marriages. Arranged, with the full 
agreement of both families concerned. For believers, that’s generally a good practice. But 
as we live in a fallen world, it may not be possible. If we’ve got unbelieving parents, for 
example, we wouldn’t want to get married to any spouse they arranged for us.


Think of Isaac and Rebekah. Abraham didn’t want his son Isaac to marry a Canaanite, so 
he sent his servant far away to Mesopotamia, when he’d come from, to find a wife for 
him. He didn’t send Isaac, in case he never came back. But the point is, through the 
guidance of the Lord’s providence, when he met Rebekah at the well, praying that the one 
who, when he asked for water, offered to water his camels as well would be the one, he 
knew the Lord had provided for Isaac. And Isaac knew that Rebekah was the one he was 
to marry even before they’d met. Compare that with trying to find a spouse for ourselves:


Genesis 6:2

The sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives 
of all which they chose.


Almost from the beginning of time, believers started to choose unbelievers as wives. And 
they chose them for themselves, as they fancied. We are not to be unequally yoked:


2 Corinthians 6:14




Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 

And what about Samson?


Judges 14:1,2

And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 
Philistines. And he came up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a 
woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to wife. 

At least he went to his parents to try to get their permission. They tried to object but he 
was bigger and stronger than them, so they couldn’t do much about it:


Judges 14:3

Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among the 
daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the 
uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for she 
pleaseth me well. 

They didn’t realise it, but the Lord was working through this to defeat the Philistines. But 
the point is, this is normally not the way to go about things.


And then, later on in the book of Judges, there was a time when the tribe of Benjamin had 
nearly been wiped out, and they needed to get wives for the remnant. But they’d sworn 
not to give their daughters to them, so what did they do?


Judges 21:21

And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come 
ye out of the vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and 
go to the land of Benjamin.


Catching women at dances is not the way to get a wife. Yet that’s what the world does. 
The right Christian way is, only marry in the Lord, get both sets of parent’s consent if at all 
possible, and, above all, use the means of guidance the Lord has given. His providence. 
We don’t go looking, we don’t go hunting, we trust the Lord knows what is best for us.


Joseph and Mary must have used these means, because in Scripture we find they’re both 
godly, upright people, and a good example to young people today. They became 
betrothed, but didn’t move in together until they were properly married.


We see their godliness in their reaction to a very trying situation. “before they came 
together, she was found with child.” We’re told here that it was “of the Holy Ghost.” 
But Joseph didn’t know that. The angel Gabriel came to Mary when she was on her own:


Luke 1:30-35

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, 
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name 
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, 
How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, 



The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God. 

Mary understood from the angel exactly what had happened to her. She knew she hadn’t 
been with a man. She knew it was going to be a virgin birth. She knew throughout her life, 
this child was the son of God. So, because she knew this was of the Lord, she trusted the 
Lord when she had to break the news to Joseph. That shewed faith and godliness. 


And we find out Joseph was also a godly man:


[19] Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a 
public example, was minded to put her away privily.  

What would an ungodly man do at this point, if he thought his wife had cheated on him? 
“Domestic violence” is very common these days. People take it upon themselves to try to 
deal with the situation themselves – either beat up his wife, or beat up who he thinks is 
her fancy man, or both. That’s the way the world deals with these things. But such a 
reaction would be far from a godly man. A godly man would try to sort things out properly.


So, what would a godly, just man do? Could he simply forgive her and carry on the 
relationship as though nothing had happened? We’ll, he could, but that’s not what God 
would do. God never forgives everybody everything unconditionally. Otherwise we’d all 
get into heaven. That’s not how God works. He forgives. Praise Him He forgives. But a 
price has to be paid for that sin. That’s a very important concept, we’ll come back to later.


A godly man, or a just man, would hate sin. It’s right to hate sin. God hates sin:


Habakkuk 1:13

Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity....


So, what options does a just man have? And I suggest there are three. Firstly, he could 
forgive her, but that would only be possible if she repented, or at least gave a credible 
profession of repentance. That’s what the Lord Himself taught us:


Luke 17:3,4

Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 
repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times 
in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.


The Lord only forgives sin, if we repent. The call of the gospel is not just to believe in 
Jesus to be saved from our sins, but to repent and believe. Both are necessary. With God, 
however, He knows we can’t do either, so He gives them both as a gift to all who ask:


Acts 11:18

When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath 
God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 

Ephesians 2:8,9




For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

But in Joseph’s case, he couldn’t forgive because Mary couldn’t repent, because she 
hadn’t done anything wrong. Joseph thought she had, but she hadn’t, so to forgive Mary 
wasn’t an option for Joseph, because there was nothing to forgive.


The second option a just man could have, is that he could “make her a public example.” 
We’re told here that Joseph didn’t want to do that, so he chose the third option, but the 
fact remains that making her a public example would be a legitimate route for a just man 
to go down. That would mean having her put to death by the civil magistrate:


Leviticus 20:10

And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth 
adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to 
death. 

And this applies not just to married people, but to betrothed parties as well:


Deuteronomy 22:23,24

If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, 
and lie with her; Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall 
stone them with stones that they die.... 

It then says, if it was in the city both should die, but if in the field only the man, because 
she may have called and nobody heard. Either way, it involved a public stoning to death.


But Joseph didn’t want this option. He just wanted the whole sorry thing over with 
quickly. So he “was minded to put her away privily,” or quietly, with the minimum of 
fuss. Instead of stoning to death, Moses’ law also gave the option of divorce. A betrothal 
still had to obtain an official divorce, and this was the simplest way forward for Joseph.


[20] But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream,…. 

Note, when the angel Gabriel came to Mary, Joseph wasn’t with her, and here, when this 
angel came to Joseph by night in a dream, Mary wasn’t with him. They were betrothed, 
promised to be married, needing a legal divorce to separate, but not living together yet.


….saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  

The angel tells Joseph of his ancestry, “Thou son of David.” To remind him, the promised 
Messiah was going to come through his line. This is what was happening right now.

And then the angel comforts Joseph, and tells him not to divorce Mary, which he’d been 
minded to do. Because what she’d been saying all along was the truth. That which was 
conceived in her really was of the Holy Ghost, and no other man was involved. So Joseph 
was happy, and accepted this. And then the angel gave a prophecy about this holy child:




[21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins.  

Joseph is told the child’s sex, unusually a male, when no male was involved in the 
conception. And he was also told what name he was to give Him. Mary was told the same 
name, separately, when the angel Gabriel visited her. 


Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, was also visited by the angel Gabriel and told 
that a son was to be born to his wife in old age, and he was specifically told to name him 
John. His family thought that very odd, because nobody in the family line had that name. 
And here we’ve got the same thing. Nobody in the whole of the family line of Joseph, 
either here in Matthew or in Luke, is called “Jesus,” or “Joshua” as it would be in Hebrew. 
It was a common enough name in Hebrew, but it never occurred in Joseph’s family line.


And we’ve got a reason that this name was to be used. It means, “He saves.” Throughout 
the Old Testament period, a Messiah, an Anointed One, a Saviour was prophesied who 
would come from the line of David. And here He is. But what does He save from? Most of 
those looking for a Saviour in Israel, thought He’d be a political or military leader. And 
after the Romans occupied their land, they were particularly looking for one who could 
save them from Roman oppression. But He was never going to be anything like that. 


Joseph is told exactly what the Saviour was going to come for. “He shall save His 
people” not from earthly oppression, but “from their sins.” And we need to know what 
this means.


Remember, earlier I said that God forgives, but He doesn’t forgive everybody everything 
unconditionally all the time, because that would mean everybody gets into heaven, there’s 
no justice, and God wouldn’t be holy, clean, or just to do that. God forgives sin, but only if 
a price is paid for that sin. In the Old Testament, animal sacrifices pictured the idea that:


Hebrews 9:22

...without shedding of blood is no remission...[of sin].  


The blood of animals can’t take away sin, they were only ever a picture. So, how can the 
price for our sins be paid to God, so that we could be set free? There’s two possibilities: 
Either we pay for it ourselves, by shedding our own blood, sending us to an eternal death:


Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death....         

Or we get someone else to pay it for us. And that’s where this holy child comes in:


....but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Jesus Christ lived a perfect life. He didn’t need to shed blood to get into heaven Himself. 
He had no sin in Himself to atone for. He could just walk in. But He did shed His blood on 
the cross. And that wasn’t for Himself but for us. All those who put their trust in that shed 
blood, shall not perish but have everlasting life. His blood can be put to our account. All 
we must do is come to Him and trust in Him to save us. That’s the good news. But if He 
means nothing to us, if we ignore or hate Him, we’ll have to pay for our own sins for ever:




Matthew 25:41

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.... 

But if we come to Him in humility and faith, truly repenting of our sins and believing on 
Him to save us from our sins – indeed asking God for those gifts of repentance and faith:


Matthew 25:34

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.... 

If we come to Him in this way, He will change us on the inside, and we’ll become new 
people altogether. We’ll have our sins forgiven, and we’ll know it. And we’ll become “His 
people,” the ones He has saved from their sins. These are the true people of God. Not a 
nation, like Israel, or a race, like the Jews, but everybody who comes to this Saviour 
genuinely, humbly, trusting in His shed blood to save them from the judgment to come:


1 John 3:14

We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. 

We’ve got a potential objection to all of this. How can one man, albeit a perfect man, 
shedding His blood, save a large number of people from their sins? Surely the price paid, 
one perfect life, could only save one other person. How can we overcome that objection? 
If Jesus Christ was only a man, this may well be true. However, we read:


[22] Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying, [23] Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us.  

Jesus Christ was more than a man. He was also God. Which is why the virgin birth is 
important. The Holy Ghost overshadowed Mary and conceived the child in her womb. So 
Jesus was both God and man, two natures, without confusion, in one Person for ever. 
Isaiah prophesied this seven hundred years beforehand. And the name Isaiah was given 
for this child that was to be born is “Emmanuel,” meaning “ God with us.” This is God 
Himself coming into this world as a man, to save us, because we can’t save ourselves:


1 Timothy 3:16

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory. 

John 1:14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

No other religion has this. The gods of other religions aren’t that interested in us. They just 
give us rules as to how we can placate them. We must do something for them. They exist  
to be placated by us. That’s every other religion. But with Christianity, it’s exactly the 



opposite way around. We can’t do anything to please God. We’re sinners, and we’ll never 
be good enough for Him. We can’t placate Him. It’s impossible:


Romans 8:7,8

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 

That’s why we need a Saviour. God could have just left us in this mess and not bothered 
with us. He wouldn’t have done anything wrong in doing that. But He didn’t leave us. He 
came into this world Himself as a man to save us from our sins, so we can have a real, 
living relationship with our Heavenly Father. He didn’t need to. He doesn’t need us. But 
He condescended to come into this world as one of us for our sakes. He didn’t come to 
save angels. One sin and they’re out. He came to save men from a multitude of sins:


Hebrews 2:14-17

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise 
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him 
the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the sins of the people.


God had to become a man, live a perfect life on this earth, and lay His life down to pay 
the price of the sins of men. He had to be God, to solve the objection we had earlier. 
Because He is God, His death can save more than one man, it can save a thousand 
worlds, if God had intended it to. And because He is God, all the sins of all His people 
can be put on Him, and He could take the whole weight of them. Don’t get me wrong. It 
wasn’t easy for Him. Our sins made Him suffer on the cross more than we can possibly 
imagine. But He got the victory. We know that, because Christ was raised from the dead, 
proving His atonement for our sins was accepted by God the Father. 


But this doesn’t mean we can just sit back and do nothing, thinking everything’s all right 
now. To apply what He did on the cross to ourselves, we must come to Him, call on Him, 
ask Him for the repentance and faith we need, forsake our sin and desire to live the new 
life that He alone can give, no longer living for ourselves, but for Him. So we can now say:


Galatians 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.


[24] Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden 
him, and took unto him his wife:  

Notice that Joseph woke from his sleep and believed the angel straight away. He didn’t 
think, “That was a strange dream, I wonder if it was God speaking to me?” If we have a 
particularly vivid dream and we wake up wondering if the Lord has spoken to us or not, 
then He hasn’t. In the Bible, every time the Lord speaks in a dream, the recipient knows 
straight away it was the Lord who had been speaking to them, there’s no doubt about it.




[25] And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his 
name JESUS. 

So Joseph “took unto him his wife,” they got married, but “he knew her not” until after 
Christ was born. After that we know they had at least six children. And we also know 
Joseph was a carpenter by trade. The people of Nazareth tell us these things in Scripture:


Matthew 13:55

Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, 
and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 

Mark 6:3

Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, 
and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 

Here, Christ Himself is called the carpenter, so it seems Joseph had died by the time 
Christ started teaching, and that He’d previously been taught by Joseph the family trade. 
He didn’t find secular work beneath Him. There are plenty today who think that going into 
“full time Christian work” is somehow holier than secular work. But Christ learned a trade. 
Only after Joseph died, did He leave carpentry and start His public ministry.


And Joseph “called His name Jesus.” And here’s another mark of a godly man. 
Obedience. He didn’t argue with God. He didn’t insist, “No, I’m calling Him Jacob. That’s 
my father’s name, and it’s tradition to carry on the name.” No. He didn’t follow the vain 
conversation received by tradition from his forefathers. He obeyed God. And that’s what 
we all should do. And obeying God isn’t complicated. It’s a simple life. Jesus Christ said:


Matthew 11:28-30

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.


Who wouldn’t want to live a life like this? The opportunity is there for the asking in Jesus 
Christ. But we must forsake our sin, our traditions, and all the complications we burden 
ourselves with in this life. But isn’t it worth it? This man, this God-man, came to “save His 
people from their sins,” and that’s exactly what we need, whether we realise it or not.


1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God.... 

May we all come to Him, the Saviour of the world. 




Matthew 2.  The Wise Men 
  

For a lot of people, Christmas is a very sad time. I used to work investigating suicides, 
and my workload would increase five-fold every December. I really think we ought to take 
this problem more seriously than we do. Churches are so busy at this time of year, with 
meeting schedules and carol services and so on, and I think we tend to ignore what’s 
really going on. People become so stressed at this time of year, that, for whatever reason, 
they seriously attempt to end their lives. That can’t be what Christianity is all about. Jesus 
Christ didn’t come into the world to put pressure on people like that. Christ said: 


Matthew 11:30

My yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

John 8:36

If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.   

So, at this time of year, it’s good we should rejoice at the birth of the Saviour, but we 
shouldn’t forget our concern for anyone under pressure at this time. The true message of 
Christ, underneath this Christmas glitter, is that He came to lift all this off our shoulders.   


Another problem I’ve got with this time of year is with regards the historical events 
surrounding Christ’s birth. So many traditions have been introduced over the years, that 
have either changed, or at least embellished the real account of what actually happened. 
As a result, the true message of Jesus Christ has been obscured.   


We need to get all our knowledge of what actually happened from the Bible. That’s the 
only completely infallible source of information we have:


2 Timothy 3:16

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

So, we need to get rid of all our preconceived ideas. Don’t think about three kings, on 
camels, coming to a stable. None of it is in the Bible. I want to look today at the real story 
of the wise men.  


[1] Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem 

Who were these “wise men”? The NIV uses the word “Magi,” but I don’t like that word, 
because it’s not a real word in English at all. It’s a transliteration from the Greek “magos,” 
and it’s where we get our word “magician” from. It could mean one who practices magic, 
but it may also mean doctor or wise man. Christians should by all means be wise men:   


Proverbs 4:7

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 
understanding.   

Proverbs 9:10




The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is 
understanding. 

But Christians should never have anything to do with magic. We’re told that, with others:


Revelation 21:8

…sorcerers…. shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: 
which is the second death. 

Some people suggest that the wise men were astrologers, and they get that from the fact 
that they saw a star. They saw one star and it’s assumed they were experts in these 
matters. But that can’t be true. Anyone who gets involved with witchcraft, sorcery, 
astrology, fortune-telling and the like, will never come to the truth by practising those 
things. In fact, the more they practise their evil arts, the darker their minds will become.   


However, unbelievers won’t be able to tell the difference between a truly wise man and an 
evil magician. So, when a king would choose his closest advisers, it would be a mixture of 
magicians, astrologers, fortune-tellers and other people whom Christians should have 
nothing to do with, together with truly wise men, such as, for example, Daniel. In Daniel’s 
day, the king had a dream and needed help in understanding it.  


Daniel 2:2

Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, 
and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams.


These were all the king’s closest advisers. Not just evil men, such as magicians and 
astrologers, but also truly wise men, of whom Daniel himself was one. In Daniel 5:11 he’s 
actually called the “master of the magicians.” Think of these wise men as a bit like Daniel. 
They were probably close advisers to the king of the land they came from, but weren’t 
kings themselves. They would’ve probably had access to libraries and colleges there.   


And they came from the East. We’re not told exactly which country. Neither are we told 
how many there were. So they weren’t kings, and there weren’t necessarily three of them. 
We know of three gifts, but that doesn’t necessarily mean three people. Tradition says 
they were from Persia. They could be Persian, but they could also have been Babylonian. 
They could’ve been Indian or Chinese, we don’t know. All we know is they came from 
somewhere east of Jerusalem. So they weren’t European or African.  


[2] Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in 
the east, and are come to worship him. 

They come to Jerusalem with a question. “Where is He that is born king of the Jews?” 
They knew a child had recently been born who was “King of the Jews.” How did they 
know that? And why did they find a Jewish King so important, that they travelled a long 
distance across desert just to see Him for a few hours and give Him such expensive gifts?  


Like all of us, they would’ve been born and brought up in the religion of their country. But 
in their search for wisdom, having access to the libraries of the land, they must’ve come 
across something that changed their lives completely. The Bible says about itself:  




Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

They must have come across some part of Holy Scripture. Only the Word of God can 
change lives like that. Ordinary literature can’t change hearts. It might move people 
emotionally, but it can’t change hearts. Only Holy Scripture has the power to change 
hearts, because it’s living and powerful. When they came across a part of Scripture, they 
realised it wasn’t like any other literature they’d read. It stopped them in their tracks and 
changed their lives forever. They realised it was the truth, renounced the religion of their 
fathers, and came to trust in the one true living God, Lord of heaven and earth instead. 


And that can happen to us too. Read the Bible. We too can get out of this miserable life 
we’re in, and become new people altogether. We too can be saved from the selfish nature 
we’re born with. Do we really want to carry on living this life, living for self all the time? 
What’s the point? Let’s be finished with it. If we truly repent of our sins, all the things 
we’ve done wrong in our lives, and cry to God for mercy, He will hear every genuine heart 
that cries to Him, and change us permanently in our hearts, like with these wise men.


Now, what had they discovered? They found out that a Jew was going to be born who 
was going to be a Saviour, one which had been prophesied throughout the ages. They 
also knew the time of the birth was imminent. And they also knew that this Holy Person 
would be a Saviour not just for Jews but for Gentiles (i.e. themselves) also.   


There’s one book in the Old Testament that contains all that information. And that’s the 
book of Daniel. That’s the book they probably came across in one of their libraries. Daniel 
spent his life in exile in Babylon. Babylon was subsequently taken over by the Persian 
Empire. So it wouldn’t have been unusual for a copy of the book of Daniel to have found 
its way into a library in that part of the world, where the wise men would’ve found it.  


They couldn’t have had access to all the Scriptures though, because they didn’t have the 
book of Micah. Micah would’ve told them the exact place of Christ’s birth, Bethlehem. 
But they didn’t have that information when they set out on their journey. They just headed 
for the land of Judah, and it’s main city, Jerusalem. Micah was a prophet in Israel, so 
there wouldn’t necessarily have been copies of his book available in the East. 


The Scripture had shewed them that the time for the birth of the Saviour was near. So 
when a peculiar star appeared, they knew it was a sign from God that this had happened.   


So they set off towards Jerusalem. It was going to be a long journey, only to see a baby 
for a few hours, but their lives had been changed. Living for the things of God was now 
their only love. Is it our only love? Or are we still keen on having our own lives and status 
in this world? May our love for the Saviour be like the love of these wise men for Him.   


They assumed Jerusalem would be full of people who were just as excited as they were 
at the coming of the Saviour. So they start asking everybody around, “Where is he that 
is born King of the Jews?” But they were wrong. They thought there’d be no problem 
finding Him, just by asking. But nobody knew anything at all about a Saviour. But word 
got to Herod that some foreigners were asking about another king instead of himself.  




[3] When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 

Herod got annoyed. He thought he was king of the Jews. Some foreigners coming, saying 
another king had just been born, disturbed him. And if Herod was disturbed, the rest of 
Jerusalem would be too, because he was crazy and nobody knew what he’d do next.    


[4] And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 

Herod tried to find out more information about this other king. So he “demanded” an 
answer from his religious advisers, the “chief priests and scribes.” He particularly 
wanted to know “where Christ should be born.” So he must have sort of vaguely known 
about a “Christ” who was going to come sometime, but he didn’t know when or where, 
and wasn’t really interested. But the wise men arriving in the city prompted him to do 
something about it. He asked his religious advisers “where” His birth was prophesied to 
be, so he could quickly get rid of Him. Herod’s advisers knew exactly:  


[5] And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet, [6] And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the 
princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people 
Israel. 

That’s a quote from Micah 5:2, the book the wise men didn’t have. It’s amazing that the 
wise men only had the book of Daniel, and their lives were completely changed by it. The 
chief priests and teachers of the law had the whole of the Old Testament freely available 
to them. And they knew it very well. They knew exactly where to find the prophecy about 
the Saviour’s birthplace. They also had the book of Daniel, so they ought to have known 
that the time for the Saviour’s coming was near. But it didn’t bother them. They didn’t 
want to know. They’d got no heart to go looking for Christ. No interest in spiritual things. 
They were quite happy to be church leaders, with people looking up to them. But they 
had no time for God. It’s amazing that Scripture can change some people’s hearts forever, 
like the wise men. But others can read it, know it backwards, but be totally unmoved.  


[7] Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. 

So, Herod called these foreigners to see him secretly. He didn’t want anyone to know he 
needed anything, like information or advice. He asked them of the precise time the star 
had appeared, They’d obviously told him about the star, and he’d reasonably assumed 
the star’s appearance marked the time of Christ’s birth. The wise men innocently gave 
him all this information. They’d no reason not to.




[8] And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young 
child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again,that I may come and 
worship him also. 

So Herod has got his missing information, the time of the birth, from the wise men, and 
the wise men got their missing information, the place of the birth, from the most unlikely 
source – King Herod himself. Herod told them to go to Bethlehem, and come back 
afterwards to tell him the address where the baby could be found, so he could worship 
him too. But that was a lie. He’d got no intention of worshipping. He wanted to kill Him. 
He wanted to be the only “king of the Jews.” The wise men had no idea how evil he was.   


Herod had lied to them, and only told them what he wanted to. That’s what the people of 
this world are like all the time. They think nothing of lying to people and cheating them for 
their own ends. But Christians shouldn’t be like that. The wise men were genuine with 
Herod, even though Herod wasn’t genuine with them. Being genuine is the Christian way 
to deal with everybody. Of course, we should also be fully aware that as a result of our 
behaving like this, people will think we’re simple, or a bit stupid, and try to use us.   


Matthew 10:16

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves. 

[9] When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in 
the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

Now, the star reappeared. Why didn’t God just keep the star in the sky all the time, for 
them to follow from their homeland all the way to the house where the child was? If He’d 
done that, the wise men would never have gone to Jerusalem. And they’d never have met 
Herod. God chose to do it the way He did. Our job is to simply follow the Lord every step 
of the way. God wanted them to go to Jerusalem first. Otherwise nobody in Jerusalem 
would have even been aware of the birth of a Saviour. Their own church leaders weren’t 
telling them. And God wanted them to encounter Herod, as a testimony against him.   


[10] When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

They were overjoyed at seeing the star again. Which implies they must’ve missed it, they 
can’t have seen it on their long journey. During their journey, do you think doubts may 
have come into their minds? Were they thinking perhaps, “We’ve not seen the star now 
for weeks. Maybe what we read about a Saviour wasn’t true after all.” We don’t know 
what they were thinking, but they carried on nevertheless, until they reached Jerusalem.  
When God doesn’t seem to be there any more, do we still remain faithful? We should, 
because He is always there in the Christian, whether we feel it or not:


Hebrews 13:5

....for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.


This time the star moved. It went ahead of them from Jerusalem, the six miles south to 
Bethlehem, and stopped over where Christ was. The wise men knew that the star was the 



same one they saw in the east, yet somehow now, it was more local. It moved, and led 
them to the very place, the very house, where the Saviour was.  


[11] And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their 
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

Mary and Joseph are now living in a house. So the wise men must’ve come later than the 
shepherds mentioned in Luke’s gospel. An angel had said to the shepherds: 


Luke 2:11

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

The shepherds saw Christ on the day He was born. They were local, they didn’t have to 
travel far. They were given a sign that they’d find a baby lying in a manger. That could’ve 
been in a stable, but there’s no mention of one. It could’ve been in a cave, or out in the 
open, although we assume Mary and Joseph would’ve tried to find some sort of shelter 
for the birth, after finding all the guest houses were full. The wise men, on the other hand, 
arrived a bit later on, by which time, Joseph and Mary had found a house to live in.


When the wise men saw the child, they knew to fall down and worship Him. But we’re 
never to worship another human being or angel. It’s against the First Commandment:


Exodus 20:3

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.    

Whenever men have tried to worship creatures, they’ve always been rebuked. Like John:


Revelation 19:10

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy 
fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God. 

But when people tried to worship Jesus Christ, He never stopped them. He allowed them 
to worship Him and never rebuked them. That’s because He is God. He alone is worthy of 
worship, which no man or angel ever could be. Mary knew that and didn’t stop them here.


And the wise men left their gifts. Gold, frankincense and myrrh. If you read commentaries, 
you can read about how gold represents a king, frankincense represents a priest and 
myrrh, for some reason, represents a prophet, so Christ is prophet, priest and king in one 
Person. And that’s all very interesting. But we really only need to understand these gifts 
for their costliness. Christ is worthy of worship, and He is worthy of the most lavish of 
gifts. He meant so much to these wise men, they gave such costly gifts to Him.


This encourages us to ask ourselves, what does Christ mean to us? Is He so precious 
that we’d willingly give Him everything we have?


[12] And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 
departed into their own country another way. 



God gave them a warning in a dream not to go back to Herod but to go home another 
way. They obeyed God. They weren’t scared of Herod, or afraid of any consequences.  


[13] And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee 
into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young 
child to destroy him. 

And at the same time, Joseph had a dream too. God told him to flee to Egypt because 
Herod was wanting to find and kill the child. The dreams we naturally have when we 
sleep, aren’t visions from God. These “dreams” the wise men and Joseph had, were 
particular special revelations to them. Direct communication from God to tell them what 
they should do. Joseph, Mary and the wise men were all godly people. They lived their 
lives close to the Lord, and were continually guided by Him. And if we stay close to the 
Lord, we too can know the Lord’s guidance in every circumstance of our lives. We don’t 
need fuss or excitement, or dreams or miracles. Just a simple trust in the Lord.  


[14] When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed 
into Egypt: [15] And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my 
son. 

Joseph and Mary fled with the child to Egypt, as God had directed them. That fulfilled 
another prophecy. Christ was to come, just like the Israelites, out of Egypt:


Hosea 11:1

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt. 

So the wise men go home to their land in the East, and Joseph and Mary flee with the 
child into Egypt in the West. All at God’s direction. They will never meet physically in this 
world again. All knew the Lord. And when we have to part, maybe for good, from some of 
our Christian friends, we know we’ll see them again in heaven, in the next life, and 
wherever the Lord sends us, we will always have Him with us, and meet His people. But:


Isaiah 57:20,21

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire 
and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 

[16] Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all 
the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently enquired of the wise men. [17] Then was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, [18] In Rama was there a voice heard, 
lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted, because they are not. 



Whose fault was this slaughter? Was it the wise men’s? They didn’t go back to tell Herod 
where Christ was. But God had told them not to. So, was it God’s fault? We’re all too 
keen to blame God for everything that doesn’t go the way we want. Neither of these were 
to blame. Herod did it. He’s the only one who should be blamed for such a wicked act.


The wise men couldn’t possibly have known that their telling Herod the time the star 
appeared, and their not going back, would lead directly to the killing of all those children. 
Sometimes we’re too sensitive about what we say or what we do or don’t do. We can so 
easily blame ourselves for all sorts of things, which aren’t our fault. Our job is to be 
genuine, to tell the truth, to do what the Lord tells us, and leave everything else for the 
Lord to sort out. 


Herod’s slaughter did actually fulfil another prophecy, one of Jeremiah:


Jeremiah 31:15

Thus saith the Lord ; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel 
weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. 

Herod hadn’t a clue his evil work actually fulfilled a prophecy given by the Lord centuries 
earlier. The fulfilment of prophecy is sure proof of God’s control over all things. Prophecy 
can only be fulfilled if God is ordering everything. Nothing is outside of His control. Satan 
and evil men can do nothing unless the Lord ordains it to come to pass in the first place. 
And God will only ever work things for our good in the end:


Romans 8:28

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. 

So, was it God’s fault then, for allowing Herod to do this? The most important thing we 
need to understand is that death is not the end. God knows what He’s doing allowing 
these children to have their lives in this world cut short. Things weren’t out of control.


We often call this event “The Slaughter of the Innocents.” So, does that mean all children 
are born innocent and go to heaven when they die? We can’t say that, because that 
would deny the concept of original sin. We’re all conceived in sin:


Psalms 51:5

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.


That sweet little child in your arms, as it grows up, is going to need a lot of correction to 
teach it right from wrong. We’re all conceived with a selfish nature, which is why we all 
need a Saviour, to save us from the condition we’re born in. And here He is. That’s why 
the wise men worshipped Him. Only this glorious Holy Child can save us from ourselves.


Those children Herod killed, didn’t live long in this evil world, but they were still sinners in 
need of a Saviour. The usual way the Lord works to save sinners is through the gospel. 
Anyone who repents and believes in the Lord Jesus Christ, shall be saved from the 
consequences of their sins. But, infants don’t have the capacity to understand that. So 
does that mean they all go to hell then? No, we can’t say that either. God is a merciful 
God. God can always operate over and above His usual means. The fact is, we don’t 
know what happens to every infant dying in infancy. So we shouldn’t speculate.




We think it sad that those poor children didn’t have the chance to live a full life like we 
think we’ve got. And as long as we see death as the end, we’ll always have a problem 
with the question of why God does things the way He does. Death is not the end. It’s only 
the beginning of eternity. Far from those poor children being in a worse position than us, 
they’re actually in a far better position. They were only in this world for a short time. Their 
tally of sins is far less than ours, who sin more and more every day we’re still alive here.


But then, after a while in Egypt, Joseph has another dream:


[19] But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, [20] Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and 
go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life.  

This probably wasn’t too long after, a few weeks or months. From secular history, it’s 
thought Herod the Great died around this time anyway. Joseph was told “they [plural] are 
dead which sought the young child's life.” So, it was more than Herod after them, 
maybe his whole family. But, God reassured him it was safe to go back to Israel. So 
Joseph obeyed:


[21] And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land 
of Israel.  

But he was concerned, because one of Herod’s sons now reigned in Judea:


[22] But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a 
dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee:  

He had planned to stay in Judea, until he realised who was in charge. God had 
specifically told him that all those who sought the child’s life were now dead, so 
Archelaus can’t have been one of them who wanted to kill him. But God used this 
situation to fulfil another prophecy. Because Joseph wasn’t comfortable going back to 
live in Judea as he’d planned, God gave him another dream, telling him to go to Galilee:


[23] And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. 

If we just read Matthew’s gospel, we’d think Nazareth was a place they’d never been to 
before, but Luke tells us that’s where they came from. In Luke 2:39, it’s called “their own 
city.” Gabriel visited Mary there, and they only went to Judea in the first place for the 
census. They settled in Nazareth for the rest of their lives. Joseph became the carpenter. 


We’re told here “the prophets” had said: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” Where is that 
in Scripture? It isn’t. So how can we understand this? Several ways are suggested:




(1.) It was an extra-scriptural prophecy. Well, there were such, but for a God not to put 
such an important prophecy in the canon of Scripture would be very unlikely.


(2.) When Isaiah speaks of “the Branch,” the Hebrew word is “Netzer”:


Isaiah 11:1

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 
his roots.... 

Just because a word has an N a Z and a T in it, doesn’t mean it refers to Nazareth. Isaiah 
wasn’t prophesying the Saviour would come from Nazareth, but from the line of David.


(3.) It means “Nazarite,” a person who makes a special vow to the Lord, as in Numbers 6:


Numbers 6:2

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall 
separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD.... 

But Christ wasn’t a Nazarite. Otherwise He’d have long hair, like Samson, which we’ve 
got no evidence for, despite old European paintings. And He wouldn’t be allowed to drink 
alcohol, which we know He did, because His critics called Him a “winebibber,” which He 
wasn’t, but this derogatory remark wouldn’t make sense if He never drink wine at all:


Luke 7:34

The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a 
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. 

(4.) This only leaves one other option, which I suggest is the correct one. Nazareth was 
known as a particularly despised, contemptible place. A common saying was:


John 1:46

Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?   

And Christ was prophesied by several prophets in this way:


Isaiah 53:2,3

....he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 
should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. 

Psalm 69:8,9

I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children. For the 
zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee 
are fallen upon me. 

Psalm 22:6

But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people. 

This holy child, who changed the wise men permanently, after they came to understand 
Him and what He came into the world for. This glorious Saviour, was despised by the 



world. The world hated Him. They put Him to death. And men hate Him today. But His 
death fully atones for all the sins of all those who put their trust in Him.


Let’s be finished with sin. It’s not worth it. And let’s come to Him who is the only one who 
can save us from our sins, our selfish nature. Oh yes, we may be despised, laughed at, by 
our contemporaries, and that’s going to be difficult. But isn’t it worth it? 




Matthew 3.  John the Baptist 

We’re going to look today at the ministry of this man known as John the Baptist.


[1] In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,  

“In those days.” There’s a thirty year gap since the end of the last chapter. We can say, 
“in those days,” because thirty years compared to the 2000 since, is comparatively 
nothing. But to Matthew who wrote this soon after the events, it would have been odd. 
But God inspired Matthew to write for all generations, because Scripture is for all time.


Luke’s gospel gives us the detail of John’s birth. His father was Zechariah and his mother 
Elizabeth. Both descended from Aaron the High Priest. His birth was announced by the 
angel Gabriel to Zechariah, and Elizabeth conceived after she was past child-bearing age.


That’s the background. John’s ministry was unique. He didn’t follow his father into the 
priesthood in the Temple, as would normally have been the case. Instead, as the Lord 
guided both him and his parents, we find him “preaching in the wilderness of Judaea.”


What an odd place to have a ministry. When we think about church planting, we usually 
think of going to the centres of population. We’d try to go to where the people are. We 
wouldn’t dream of setting up a ministry in the middle of a desert and expect people to 
come to us. But that’s what John did. And it exactly fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:


[3] For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  

Isaiah prophesied 700 years before, that when the promised Messiah came, there’d be a 
forerunner to proclaim His arrival. And he’d appear in the wilderness. That was John. God 
didn’t call him to serve in the Temple as was usual. And we should be led by God’s call, 
not tradition. And although he was of the priestly line, he appeared more like a prophet:


[4] And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about 
his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.  

Prophets didn’t wear soft raiment and live in kings palaces. Prophets were ordinary 
people with no status. Elijah the prophet was recognised by his wearing a leather girdle:


2 Kings 1:8

And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his 
loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 

Malachi, the last prophet in the Old Testament, also prophesied that someone would 
come as a forerunner of the Messiah, and he would come in the spirit and power of Elijah:


Malachi 4:5,6




Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day 
of the LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.


And Christ told the people later, that John was going to be the last of the prophets:


Matthew 11:13,14

For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, 
which was for to come. 

So John was a priest, descended from the high priestly line, and he was also a prophet. 
He was the prophet sent to prepare the way of the Lord. So, what was his message? 


Isaiah says his job was to “make His paths straight.” That implies the Lord’s ways had 
become crooked and needed straightening out. How do we understand that?


Throughout history, those who were outwardly the Lord’s people kept going astray. Think 
of the Israelites in the wilderness, or later the nation of Israel, or later still the nation of 
Judah. Time and again they disobeyed the Lord. And time and again He sent prophets to 
them, who, sometimes they’d listen to and return to the right way, but most times, they 
wouldn’t. The whole history of the Old Testament is there to shew us this.


And after Old Testament history ended with the prophet Malachi, for over four hundred 
years, God had been silent to them. The people of God had been effectively left to their 
own devices. That was the world John, and indeed Jesus Christ, came into.


And the problem didn’t stop then. That has also been the history of the church throughout 
the ages. Right up to this present day, the church has gone far from what it ought to be, 
and is continually in need of being straightened out. And that was John’s task. To 
straighten the people of God out, to bring them back to what they were supposed to be. 
To prepare the way for the Lord Jesus Christ. His ministry was always to point to Him:


Mark 1:7

There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to 
stoop down and unloose.


John 3:30

He must increase, but I must decrease. 

So, to make the Lord’s path straight, his job was to particularly emphasise the first step of 
true religion. That would start them off. Then they could turn to Christ for everything else.


What is that first step of true religion? What message straightens the path out for Christ?


[2] And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  

God doesn’t need us. It wasn’t necessary for John to be sent at all. Christ started His 
preaching with exactly the same message:


Matthew 4:17




From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. 

But God in His kindness to us sent John as a forerunner of Christ, solely for our help. To 
emphasise where we should begin our thinking. Not on the fancy ideas people had 
dreamed up to try to attract men to their particular faction in the church. No. Begin here. 
This is the message. This is what we’re here for. This is what it’s all about. Repent.


“Repent.” What does it mean to repent? It means to stop going the way we’re going, and 
to go in the right way instead. Which implies of course that we’re going wrong. And the 
call is to everybody, whoever we are. We’re all going the wrong way and need to be 
corrected and start going the right way. We all need to repent, then come to Jesus Christ:


Isaiah 53:6

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.


But what is the right way? Well, first of all, God gave His people Ten Commandments, 
which are a summary of how He wants us to live. That’s the right way.


But we naturally fail to keep them. That needs addressing. That’s the first thing that needs 
changing in us. But it goes a lot deeper than that. Our whole attitude needs changing. In 
chapter five of Matthew, we come across such statements as this:


Matthew 5:3-10

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that 
mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.


That ought to surprise us. We grow up in a world that thinks: Blessed are the strong, “get 
out there and be somebody”; not the poor in spirit, no, they’re weak people. Blessed are 
the happy, “enjoy life, don’t be miserable, have fun”; not those who mourn, who take life, 
and especially their sins, seriously. Blessed are the confident, “I am somebody”; not the 
meek, religion is just a crutch for such weak people to lean on. That’s our attitude, that’s 
the attitude we see on TV, and in our education system, and we drink it all in. And all that 
needs changing too. We must repent not only of our breaking God’s law, but also of our 
whole outlook on life. And only Jesus Christ can change us.


Why should we repent? “for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” What is the kingdom of 
heaven? Whatever it is, it’s found only in Jesus Christ. He said:


John 18:36

Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my 
kingdom not from hence.




If His kingdom was of this world, He would fight. But we don’t fight, that’s the way of the 
world. We’re meek, we’re peacemakers. So, it’s not an earthly kingdom. He also said:


Luke 17:20,21

The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo 
there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.


It’s an internal kingdom, within ourselves. We need to change, not merely our outward 
actions, but from the inside. Only then can our outward actions be genuine.


So, John’s message of repentance is the first step of coming into the kingdom of God.


For the rest of the chapter, we come across three types of visitor, who make the journey 
into the desert to see John: The ordinary people, the religious leaders, and Jesus Christ.


[5] Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about 
Jordan, [6] And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.  

When it says “all” it doesn’t mean absolutely everybody, but it does mean a significant 
number. The river Jordan, where John was baptising, at its nearest point is about 20 miles 
from Jerusalem. So that’s the sort of distances people were travelling. In John’s gospel, 
we’re told it was a place called Bethabara. It was odd people knew what was going on. 
When we hold an evangelistic campaign or something, we advertise, we put posters up, 
send letters out, we give a time and a place. But here, the people seemed just to know 
John was there, in the middle of nowhere, and they flocked. Why do you think that was?


For four hundred years there’d been no word from the Lord. Scripture has been shut up, 
ending with Malachi’s promise that someone in the spirit and power of Elijah would one 
day come to herald the Lord’s coming. There must have been a great thirst for the Lord 
built up among the people. And when they heard John was preaching in the desert, they 
were ready to go so far to hear him. And when there’s an awakening, a thirst for the things 
of God in our hearts, we’ll travel, we’ll make sacrifices to hear the word of the Lord.


And John “baptised” in the river Jordan. What’s baptism? We’re told in v.11 he baptised 
“with water unto repentance.” So, it was an outward ceremony, using water, 
symbolising the desire, in the hearts of all those who participated, to repent, to heed 
John’s message. Notice it was “unto repentance.” Water baptism in itself didn’t convey 
repentance in some kind of magical way, it was merely a symbol of the internal desire to 
change in the heart. 


The baptism we have in the church today is similar. We’re all called to repent and believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved from our sins. If we respond to the call, God grants 
us repentance and faith, and the Holy Spirit comes and changes us permanently from the 
inside. That’s what we need. Water baptism is an outward symbol of that inward change. 
Paul came across some who’d only received John’s baptism, but not the real thing:


Acts 19:2-5

He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said 
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said 
unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then 



said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 
When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.


They’d received John’s water baptism, which was the outward symbol of their desire to 
repent, but only after they heard about Christ and believed in Him, were they truly 
“baptised” internally, by the Holy Spirit, with no water involved. That was the real thing.


“Confessing their sins.” Acknowledgement of sin, is vital to true repentance. If we don’t 
think we’ve sinned, we can’t repent. And we need to confess our sins to God to forgive 
us. We don’t need to confess our sins to one another, that’s not necessary or useful:


1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.


Now, all these people came to John to submit to his baptism, because they were thirsty 
for the things of the Lord and desired to repent, to change, in their hearts. That’s where 
we need to be. But a second group of people came, whose motives were altogether 
different. The religious leaders:


[7] But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he 
said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come?  

The Pharisees and Sadducees made up the religious leadership of the day. Some of them 
were true believers, like Joseph of Arimathea or Nicodemus. But most attained their 
position so they’d receive glory from men. They loved being seen in the market places as 
some great religious leader to be looked up to. Christ tells us not to be like them:


Mark 12:38-40

And he said unto them in his doctrine, Beware of the scribes, which love to go in long 
clothing, and love salutations in the marketplaces, And the chief seats in the synagogues, 
and the uppermost rooms at feasts: Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence 
make long prayers: these shall receive greater damnation. 

John recognised straightaway that their hearts weren’t right with God. They didn’t come 
because they genuinely desired to repent. They came to see what the fuss was about. A 
lot of their flock had come, so they came to supposedly correct them and try to bring 
them back to their fold. John was a prophet, and could discern their hypocrisy. We can’t 
see the heart, and men are very crafty. But we need to be aware the church is always a 
mixture of true believers and hypocrites. It was in Christ’s day, and will be for us today.


John cries to them, “who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” This is a 
solemn warning. There is a judgment to come. If we don’t repent, or even see any need to 
repent, we’re in a terrible state. That’s why repentance is so important. Most who came to 
John’s baptism saw their need of repentance, and the Lord would have mercy on them. 
But the religious leaders saw no need to repent of anything. Christ said of such people:


Mark 2:17




They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

But John didn’t leave them in such a state. He told them what they needed to do to get 
out of their situation:


[8] Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:  

Any fool can say, “I repent.” Judas said that. We must also mean it in our hearts. And only 
God knows if we’re genuine. Outward proof of true repentance will be in our actions:


Matthew 7:16-20

Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

And there’s another criticism John has of them:


[9] And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say 
unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.  

The religious leaders were proud of their heritage. They thought they all descended from 
Abraham, and so must be God’s chosen people, because God had promised Abraham:


Genesis 17:7

And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their 
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 

And Jews today think the same way, although I challenge them to prove their descent 
from Abraham. But the true people of God are those with the faith of Abraham:


Romans 2:28,29

For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward 
in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.


Then John expands on this idea of bringing forth fruits meet for repentance:


[10] And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  

It is essential that we repent. We have to change to bring forth fruit. The problem of 
staying as we are, doing nothing about any of this, is that we can’t bring forth fruit meet 
for repentance, and we’ll end up being cast into the fire at the final judgment. The only 
way to bring forth fruit is to reconcile ourselves to Christ and abide in Him:




John 15:1,2

I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not 
fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit.


[11] I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me 
is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost, and with fire: [12] Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly 
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.  

John, as the forerunner of Christ, came with a simple outward ceremony symbolising 
repentance. A simple act, a simple concept, telling us we need to change. That was his 
message. But Christ, the Saviour of the world, is the One with whom we all have to do.


He doesn’t baptise with water. He baptises with two things: the Holy Ghost and fire. 
Some people think this fire is to do with a second blessing giving us miraculous gifts such 
as speaking in tongues, but I don’t think so. It’s the fire of judgment, as verse 12 shews. 
The wheat, His people, will be gathered into the garner. These have repented, put their 
whole trust in Christ to save them from what their sins deserve, and produced fruit. But 
the chaff, those who haven’t produced fruit because they didn’t think they needed to 
repent, will be burned with unquenchable fire. Hell fire is unquenchable and for ever.


This is a very solemn thing. We could ignore John, he’s just a man. We could ignore water 
baptism, it’s only an outward symbol. But we can’t avoid Jesus Christ. It’s what we think 
of Him that our eternal destiny will be based on. Not how good we are, because we can’t 
be good by nature. We need to be changed by the only One who can change us:


Matthew 22:42

What think ye of Christ? whose son is he?    

1 John 5:11,12

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He 
that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 

John 3:36

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

You might say that’s narrow-minded. But Christ said Himself He was the only way to God:


John 14:6

 ….I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

John 11:25,26

….I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

John 8:12




….I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life. 

John 5:22,23

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: That all 
men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the 
Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 

Jesus Christ is the most important Person who ever lived. Simply consider His teaching, 
and the way He lived His life. It’s altogether different from what we’re naturally used to. 
The poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, these are the ones who are blessed in His 
kingdom. Not the proud and arrogant. Don’t we find that attractive? It’s certainly unique.


Thirdly, we’ve had genuine people come to John’s baptism of repentance. We’ve had 
hypocrites come, who’ve got no intention of repenting. Now, we’ve got a third category, 
but there’s only one person in it. Here comes Jesus Christ Himself. 


[13] Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.  

That’s odd. Jesus had no sin. He was perfect. Baptism symbolises repentance, which 
presupposes sin. But He’s got nothing to repent of. So John refuses to baptise Him:


[14] But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest 
thou to me?  

We can understand John’s reaction, although to rebuke the sinless Son of God isn’t really 
the right way to go about it. But Christ is understanding of his remark:


[15] And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.  

Christ gives a reason for His wanting baptism. Not for the remission of sins, He didn’t 
have any. But to “fulfil all righteousness.” What’s that mean? I don’t know. But we can 
think along these lines: Christ had to fulfil the law to the letter throughout His whole life:


Matthew 5:17

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil. 

And He had to do this so that His righteousness could be imputed to us:


2 Corinthians 5:21

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 

But baptism wasn’t any part of the law of God. There were some washing ceremonies in 
the law, but I’m not sure if any of them symbolised repentance. Maybe they did, I’ve not 
looked into it fully. John’s baptism is a new development, newly introduced by John. And 



it would later become one of the two new ordinances of the church, along with the Lord’s 
Supper. The old ordinances were being abolished now the Saviour had come. So, maybe 
Christ partook of baptism to show that the outward ordinances were changing.


Christ had no sin of His own, but later, on the cross, He took on the sins of all His people, 
so maybe it was a symbol for the remission of their sins He would later take upon Himself.


Or maybe John, being descended directly from the High Priest, was ordaining Christ into 
the priesthood. The priests started their work at thirty years of age, which Christ was. And 
they were consecrated by being sprinkled with water. This was, after all, the start of 
Christ’s ministry. And His greatest work was to be that of the great High Priest, of whom 
all the others were only types and shadows:


Hebrews 7:24-27

But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore 
he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; Who 
needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and 
then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

And as if to confirm His ordination, the other Persons of the Trinity bless Him:


[16] And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, 
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove, and lighting upon him: [17] And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

The Holy Spirit came upon Him “like a dove,” and God the Father spoke from heaven, 
saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” The whole Trinity of the 
Godhead was involved, shewing their acceptance of Christ beginning His ministry.


So, what do we think of the Son of God? Do we hate Him? What has He said to object 
to? His way of life is beautiful. But He’s told us we’re sinners in need of repentance. We 
need to change. Is that the only reason for objecting to Him? Our own pride? We all need 
to embrace the life He freely gives to all who come to Him. And that is a life worth living:


John 10:10

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

John 8:34,36

Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin..... If the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed. 



Matthew 4:1-11.  The Temptations in the Wilderness 

Jesus, for thirty years, had up to this point led a quiet life as a carpenter in Nazareth. But, 
now, the Lord sets Him off on a public ministry that would last for about three years, 
before He was cruelly put to death. So, what was He going to do first? Start preaching? 
Go to cities to evangelise? There’d be time for that. But to start with, the Lord sent Him 
away from people:


[1] Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil.  

Mark tells us He “was with the wild beasts,” so it was a particularly remote area, away 
from all human contact. And we must go where the Holy Spirit tells us to. That may not 
necessarily be doing something exciting, or what we’d like to do. It may be somewhere 
we don’t understand why we’re there. But in every step we take, we must follow the Lord. 
It’d always be for a good purpose. And sometimes, the Lord wants us to be set apart for 
a while, away from others. Especially at the start of a ministry. The apostle Paul tells us:


Galatians 1:15-17

But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by 
his grace to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately 
I conferred not with flesh and blood: Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were 
apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.


Soon after his conversion, Paul was led to the deserts of Arabia. In his case, I suggest he 
needed to spend time with the Lord, to reinterpret the Scriptures, in the light of them 
pointing to Christ, because up to this point, he’d only been taught the Jewish teachers’ 
interpretation.


And the Spirit set apart Jesus Christ for forty days and forty nights in the wilderness “to 
be tempted of the devil.” So can the Holy Spirit send us directly into the devil’s hands?


God never tempts us with evil, but quite often we are tempted with evil and the Lord 
allows it. So we must have to be put into the devil’s path for that to happen. Yet nothing is 
outside of God’s control. Otherwise He wouldn’t be God. How can we understand this? 


In 2005, four men strapped bombs to themselves and set them off on public transport in 
London in the rush hour, killing 54 people and injuring hundreds. Now, where is God in 
any of that? Two weeks later, four other men tried to do exactly the same thing. All four of 
their bombs failed to go off, and within 48 hours all four men had been captured. Why did 
God allow one set of bombs to go off, but not the other? I don’t know, but I do know that 
there must’ve been a purpose, a good purpose, otherwise God wouldn’t have allowed it.


Satan afflicted Job by destroying most of his family, then giving him a nasty skin disease. 
But all the time, he could only do what God allowed Him to do. The devil can’t work 
independently of God. That doesn’t mean God is the author of sin. Satan and men are 
fully responsible for their actions. But whenever God allows an evil act to occur, it means 
it must be in His plan to turn it around for good in the end. Joseph was sold into slavery 
by his wicked brothers. But many years later he saved them all from famine. And he said:




Genesis 50:20

But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, 
as it is this day, to save much people alive. 

Romans 8:28

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. 

The Spirit sent Christ into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And if we’re a 
Christian, we’re in a lifelong battle. But it’s not a physical battle, our warfare is spiritual:


Ephesians 6:12

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.


[2] And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungred.  

Christ fasted for forty days and forty nights, and so deliberately made Himself hungry. He 
could have easily got food, even in the wilderness. John the Baptist ate locusts and wild 
honey, a very good, healthy diet. Surely, Christ could have done the same. But He didn’t. 
So His fasting must’ve been voluntary. And fasting in the Bible, used correctly, always is.


Fasting is not in the Law of Moses. So it was never required nor compulsory for anyone. 
But sometimes, in the Bible, we come across men setting apart days of fasting for their 
own purposes. The first occurrence of fasting in the Bible occurs in Judges 20:


Judges 20:26

Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of 
God, and wept, and sat there before the Lord, and fasted that day until even, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lord. 

This was in the days everybody did what was right in their own eyes. Israel was in battle 
with one of it’s own tribes, Benjamin. In desperation, the eleven tribes fasted. And many 
times special fast days are invented by men. But it doesn’t necessarily impress God:


Isaiah 58:3

Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our 
soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, 
and exact all your labours. 

Fasting in and of itself is NOT a piece of magic to try and twist God’s arm in any way. 
That’s the wrong use of fasting altogether. But there is a right use. It is very useful as a 
help to personal prayer. It humbles the body, which in turn helps to humble the soul:


Psalm 35:13

But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with 
fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom. 

Psalm 69:10




When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my reproach. 

Christ encourages a right use of fasting, as an accompaniment to humble prayer:


Matthew 17:21

Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.


Christ fasted here in the wilderness, so that means He was at the same time communing 
with His Father, preparing for the task ahead of Him. None of us can even imagine what it 
would have been like for Him. He often went aside to pray, sometimes all night in prayer.


[3] And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread.  

The devil always goes for our weakest points. The first thing Satan noticed was that 
Christ was physically hungry, so that was the first temptation he assaulted Him with.

And he says, “If Thou be the Son of God.” Casting doubt on His identity as God 
manifest in the flesh. This reminds us of the devil with Eve in the garden of Eden:


Genesis 3:1

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had 
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden? 

“Hath God said....” Casting doubt on God’s word. That’s the way the devil operates, trying 
to get us to doubt what God had clearly told us. But surely, Christ wasn’t going to doubt 
He was the Son of God? After all, the Father Himself said very recently, at His baptism:


Matthew 3:17

This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  

But, now was forty days later, He was hungry, humanly weaker, and tempted to compare 
what He had now with His life in glory as God. He’d left so much behind:


Philippians 2:6-8

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.


He knew His whole life on earth would entail humbling Himself. Having been God in 
eternity past, then coming to earth and making Himself of no reputation, a servant, being 
obedient even unto death. Was that really the right way? How could that be the work of 
the Son of God? Surely He was made for grander things? How could the way of the cross 
possibly be the way of victory? Such thoughts being planted in Christ’s mind, especially 
when He knew the way was so difficult, would have been a real temptation to Him.


And being the Son of God, He had power at any time to change stones into bread. So 
that was a real temptation too. But if He’d just performed one miracle for His own benefit, 



that would’ve been selfish and therefore sin, and the end of His ministry. All His miracles, 
which were only pointers to who He was, had to be done for others, otherwise it was sin.


Christ never pleased Himself. And we can learn from this. How many times do we please 
ourselves every day? The Christian life should be one of being a servant. We’re told:


Mark 10:42-45

But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are 
accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones 
exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be 
great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall 
be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Galatians 5:13

For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 
flesh, but by love serve one another. 

But Christ would not be tempted. He would not turn stones into bread to satisfy Himself.


[4] But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  

How do we get out of a situation when we’re tempted to sin? Quote Scripture. When we 
put on the whole armour of God, it’s the only offensive weapon we’ve got:


Ephesians 6:17

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 

That’s why knowing Scripture is so important. Not to impress our friends how much 
Scripture we know, but to remind ourselves of the truth. This is from Deuteronomy 8:3:


Deuteronomy 8:3

And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou 
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD 
doth man live. 

The manna in the wilderness was a miracle. And it was a symbol of spiritual truth. Given 
daily, directly from God. Our physical bodies need physical bread. And we make bread 
ourselves from what we have available. But our physical bodies are not all we are. So 
many live their lives today as though this body is all they are. To them, life is all about 
satisfying this body, and then when it dies, it’s simply the end of it. But no. Our bodies are 
not all we are. We also have an immortal soul. And we also need spiritual food. We need 
God to feed our souls daily, just as the manna fed the Israelites daily. We need a living, 
personal relationship with God. We need His every word. Living without God starves our 
souls, and we’ll eventually die. Not cease to exist, but die eternally. Christ solemnly said:


Matthew 25:41




Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:


But that needn’t be our end. There is also an everlasting life to obtain. Christ also said:


John 5:24

He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.


And this everlasting life is free to anyone who repents of his sin and calls on Jesus Christ 
to save him to eternal life. We need to respond to His call. Why don’t we? Because we 
love our sins too much. We’re not asked to get rid of our sins ourselves, that’s impossible. 
But we’re asked to want to get rid of them. Christ can do that if we sincerely ask Him to.


[5] Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of 
the temple,  

Does the devil here really take Christ to the Temple? Or is this just a vision, similar to Paul 
being taken to the third heaven, or Ezekiel being taken from Babylon to the Temple? He’s 
going to take Him to a mountain where He can see all the kingdoms of the world next, so 
I think this is just all in a vision. These temptations begin and end still in the wilderness.


[6] And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, 
He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear 
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.  

The devil now tries to be clever, and quotes Scripture himself, a misquote from Psalm 91:


Psalm 91:10-12

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall 
give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in 
their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Satan misses out the words “to keep thee in all thy ways.” The whole point of God 
sending angels here, is to help us to be kept in all our ways. Which should be God’s 
ways. This wasn’t God’s way. Many people interpret the Bible too literally, and they miss 
bits out. So many heresies have been built on misquotes of Scripture. That’s why we 
need good translations of the Bible from the original languages. Every word is important:


Matthew 5:18

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.


If Christ had leaped from the Temple, and angels had flown in to stop Him, would people 
really believe? This reminds us of those calling on Christ on the cross:


Matthew 27:42

He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him.




Christ could have come down from the cross at any time. But He didn’t, because He 
came to die there, otherwise He would have failed in His task, and couldn’t have saved 
anyone. In any case, even if He had come down from the cross, they would never have 
believed. They’d have forgotten about it very quickly and moved on to something else.


[7] Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  

This is a quote from Deuteronomy 6:16:


Deuteronomy 6:16

Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah. 

What’s the temptation? He’d impress the people, get a following for Himself, and it would 
be an easier way. But it wasn’t God’s way. Christ’s way is the way of suffering:


Hebrews 5:8,9

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And 
being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him 

To tempt God is selfish. “I’m going to jump. If God loves me, He’ll stop me.” Won’t work.


[8] Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; [9] And saith unto him, All 
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  

Luke 4:6

All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to 
whomsoever I will I give it. 

Was all this power and glory truly given to the devil to do what he will with? Well, God is in 
control. We needn’t worry about Him losing control. So, ultimately all the kingdoms are 
God’s. He put them there in the first place, and removes them in His own good time:


Acts 17:24,26,27

God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
.... hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they 
should seek the Lord ... 

But there’s also a sense in which the kingdoms of this world are Satan’s too. He is called 
the prince of this world, and the powers that be in the world are largely given over to him:


John 14:30

....the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. ...  

Ephesians 2:2

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 



2 Corinthians 4:4

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

In Revelation, it was the dragon that gave the beast of the sea his authority:


Revelation 13:2

And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, 
and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, 
and great authority. 

In this sense, Satan has the leaders of the nations doing his bidding. Satan can say the 
nations have been, as Luke says, “delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.”


And he offers all the kingdoms to Christ. That’s the temptation. What more could Satan 
offer Him? If He had accepted, it would have been sin, because it would not be what He 
came to do. Christ did not come to be a king of a sinful world. He came to destroy sin, 
destroy the works of the devil altogether, and bring in a righteous kingdom:


1 John 3:8

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.


As God, He already is a king, and He’s going to reign over the world eventually anyway:


Psalm 93:1,2

The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, 
wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved. 
Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting. 

Matthew 28:18

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. 

To receive these kingdoms, Christ would have to bow down and worship Satan. If He’d 
simply accepted rule over the kingdoms of this world, without the plan of salvation He 
came to achieve, then He would have handed the world over to Satan anyway.


[10] Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  

“Get thee hence, Satan.” The only other time Christ uses a similar phrase is with Peter, 
after he rebuked Christ for saying He was going to suffer and be killed:


Matthew 16:23

But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto 
me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 



Both Satan here, and Peter, were effectively telling Christ, He’d got it wrong. The way 
needn’t be through suffering and death. He could be king without all of that. But sin 
wouldn’t have been dealt with. The only way to deal with sin, to set men free from their 
sins, is for a righteous one to die in their place. So that all those who come to Him in 
repentance and faith, could have their sins placed on Him, the sin-bearer, instead of 
having to bear it themselves. But He had to die to do that. That’s the only way.


Hebrews 9:22

....without shedding of blood is no remission [of sin]. 


We’re all born as sinners, alienated from God. To be reconciled to Him we need to put our 
trust in Jesus Christ. Call on Him. Pray to Him. Seek mercy from Him. But in order to 
atone for our sins, He had to go through with His mission on earth, to live a perfect life, 
then die in our place. Satan tried his best to deviate Him from that task, but failed. 


And again Christ answers Satan using Scripture. It could be one of several here:


Deuteronomy 6:13-15

Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. Ye shall 
not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you; (For the 
LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be 
kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth. 

Deuteronomy 10:20

Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God; him shalt thou serve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and 
swear by his name. 

There is a God in heaven. He is the one true and living Creator God with whom we will all 
have to do. He is the only one worthy of worship. To worship any other creature, or 
figment of men’s imaginations instead, is folly, they are not worthy, but the true God is.


Revelation 4:11

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

[11] Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

Luke tells us the devil “left Him for a season.” He’ll be back soon enough. But Christ, 
quoting Scripture at the devil, kept his temptations at bay.


And we’re told “angels came and ministered unto him.” The only other place I can 
think of where an angel ministered to Christ was at the most difficult point in His ministry 
just before going to the cross in Gethsemane. We’re told:


Luke 22:43,44

And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. And being in an 
agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground. 



It seems odd to think that the Son of God needed help. But He was in a frail frame. He 
had taken on human flesh. Even though He was sinless, His body was still weak. It got 
tired. It got hungry. The angels only attended to His physical human weakness. They 
didn’t nudge Him forward in the great work He had to do. He had to do that Himself, fully 
unaided. He had to tread the winepress alone. Otherwise it wouldn’t have been voluntary, 
and it wouldn’t have been fully Him. But He wasn’t a failure. He came to save a number 
that no man can number from their sins, to die in their place, to show us that the way to 
the Father is not through fighting in this world for a physical victory, but through suffering.


1 Peter 2:21-25

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by 
whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

This is the Christian way. Let’s renounce the works of the devil and come to Christ. 




Matthew 4:12-25.   The Beginning of Christ’s Ministry 

Christ had been baptised by John the Baptist at the river Jordan, then immediately led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil for forty days and forty nights.


[12] Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into 
Galilee;  

It doesn’t say He went to Galilee straight away. There seems to be some time between 
returning from the wilderness and going to Galilee. We can argue how long this gap was. I 
think John chapter 1 tells us. John is very specific. He mentions consecutive days:


Day 0: John gets a visit from the religious leaders, and has a dispute with them:


John 1:19

And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, Who art thou? 

Day 1: Christ comes to see John:


John 1:29

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him.... 

Day 2: Christ spends the day with some of John’s disciples: 

John 1:35

Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples.... 

These turn out to be Andrew, who fetches his brother Peter, and an unnamed disciple, 
probably John the writer. 

Day 3: Jesus returns to Galilee: 


John 1:43

The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee..  

So at this point, according to Matthew 4:12, He’d heard John had been put in prison.


Day 4: “The third day” since Christ came to see John, He’s now at a wedding in Galilee.


John 2:1

And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee....




According to John’s account, Christ was in the area where John was baptising for 
precisely two days. He arrived on Day 1 and left for Galilee on Day 3. John is very specific 
about this. The question here is, where do the forty days and forty nights in the 
wilderness fit in to this chronology? 


We all too readily assume Day 1, when Christ came to visit John here, was His baptism. 
But baptism isn’t mentioned. This is interesting, because I don’t think John the writer 
writes about the Lord’s Supper either. The supper in chapter 13, where He gives Judas 
the sop and washes His disciples’ feet, I believe is the supper in Bethany mentioned in 
chapter 12. John doesn’t speak of either of the two ordinances of the church at all. It’s the 
other gospel writers who write about these things.


On Day 1, this isn’t Jesus visiting John for the first time for baptism. He’s returning from 
His forty days in the wilderness. Otherwise you can’t fit those forty days into John’s 
account. After Christ’s return, John gets excited and points Him out to his hearers: That’s 
the One I baptised six weeks ago. He’s the One we should follow. And he explains how he 
knew Him by the Spirit coming on Him like a dove. I suggest the chronology is like this:


Day 0: John is visited by the authorities, and has a dispute with them.

Day 1: Christ returns from forty days in the wilderness to see John for a second time.

Day 2: Christ spends the day with the disciples Andrew, Peter and (probably) John.

Day 3: Three days after John had a visit from the authorities, he “disappears.” He’s put in 
jail. That prompts Jesus to return to Galilee, meeting Philip and Nathanael on the way.

Day 4: Three days after Christ’s return from the wilderness, Christ is back in Galilee, in 
Cana at a wedding, where He performs His first miracle.


John the Baptist came as the forerunner of Christ, in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
bringing in a baptism for the remission of sins. Many flocked to his ministry, which caused 
a stir among the religious leaders. He baptised Christ, not that Christ needed to repent, 
but to fulfil all righteousness, to set Him apart for His public ministry. And finally, after 
Christ returned from the wilderness, he comes out with this glorious statement:


John 1:29

….Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

Then he disappears. And John’s being jailed was the sign for Jesus to go back to Galilee. 
Does it surprise us Jesus just left? John hadn’t done anything wrong. He’d just stuck his 
head above the parapet and rightly criticised the religious leaders for their hypocrisy. And 
they got him put in jail. His imprisonment was unjust. So why didn’t Christ do anything 
about it? What would we have done? Got the best lawyer to defend him? Tried all 
possible means to secure his release? Start a campaign? Got the Christian Institute 
involved? We’d cry “human rights, human rights!” But Christ didn’t do any of that. He left.


Now, that’s not a criticism of anybody who feels they should defend injustice. We’re 
called to be those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, and be peacemakers. If we 
can influence anything for good, we should do it. But Christ knew John’s ministry would 
soon be coming to an end, to give way eventually to His own. John himself said:


John 3:30

He must increase, but I must decrease.         



And, in any case, Christ would also have known John would be out of jail soon enough. In 
chapter 3, not being deterred in the slightest, we find he’s soon out baptising again:


John 3:23

And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water 
there: and they came, and were baptized. 

He’s now moved from Bethabara, where he was originally baptising, to Aenon near Salim. 
He’s in a different place, but carrying on his ministry undeterred by his unjust treatment. 
He’d eventually go back to jail again, because it then says:


John 3:24

For John was not yet cast into prison.   

But this would be for an unrelated incident:


Matthew 14:3

For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' 
sake, his brother Philip's wife. 

At this second imprisonment, John’s ministry would finally be over. Soon enough Herod 
would arrange for his head to be chopped off. That time in prison would have a purpose 
in itself for John, in the Lord’s economy. But the authorities would seem to have won. And 
later, Christ Himself would be put to death unjustly by the same authorities. Does that 
mean God’s lost control? Of course not. It’s all in His plan. God knows what He is doing. 


And one day, whatever ministry the Lord has for us, will be over too. He’ll radically change 
our situation, maybe in a way we’d never expect. And we should be ready for the Lord to 
do this. Whatever we do in this world won’t be for ever. We’ll have to lay it aside one day. 
Many people find that difficult. They’re so full of what they’re doing here, they can’t deal 
with it when it’s all taken away. But we must put our trust in the Lord.


[13] And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea 
coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:  

The first thing Christ did after returning to Galilee was go to that wedding in Cana. Cana is 
only two miles from Nazareth, so He did visit that area briefly on His return, before moving 
to Capernaum, where He would now base Himself for His public ministry. He’d return on 
occasion to Nazareth preaching, but it never produced much fruit. We’re told:


Matthew 13:58

And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

The people of Nazareth were so very hard against Him. And Christ said:


Mark 6:4

A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and among his own kin, and in his 
own house.




The people of our own household tend to be the most difficult to reach. We’d think it 
would be easier to witness to those who knew us before we became Christians and have 
seen the change in us. After all, becoming a Christian involves a fundamental change on 
the inside. We’ve been changed from darkness to light. And that’s what Christianity is all 
about. If we repent of our sins and come to Jesus Christ, calling on Him to save us from 
the dark sinful nature that we’re all born with, then if we’re genuine He’ll change us. And 
it’ll be a complete, real, internal change. No longer will we want to chase after selfish 
desires any more, but we’ll want to love God, and follow His ways. Yes, we’ll fail, many 
times, but our innermost being will have been changed. 


So, we’d have thought anyone seeing such a remarkable change, would notice the 
difference and be astonished. And they probably are, but they’d never admit it. The pride 
in their hearts, just like ours used to be, would stop them from admitting seeing the 
change. And would become the most difficult, hardened people to convince of the truth. 


And those who never knew us before we were changed, would think we’ve always been 
like this and we’re just strange. If someone isn’t like us, we think it’s them that’s wrong, 
never us. But nobody would’ve seen any change in Christ Himself. Because He never had 
any sin. He was always good. Always different from everyone around Him. When the 
other little boys in Nazareth were pulling legs off spiders, He wouldn’t join in. That in itself 
ought to have been a witness to them. But even His perfect life wouldn’t convince the 
Nazarenes He was the Son of God. So our life certainly won’t in itself convince anyone.


Having said that about the people of Nazareth, those of Capernaum weren’t much better:


Matthew 11:23,24

And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if 
the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.


Capernaum was so privileged. Christ based Himself there. He was regularly in its streets. 
Many miracles were performed there. But the residents turned out to be just as hard. 
Wherever we go, the ground will be hard. In fact, without God, it’ll be impossible:


Mark 10:24-27

But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that 
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. And they were 
astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved? And 
Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God 
all things are possible. 

No matter how clear we are in the presentation of the gospel – and we should try to be 
clear – we can’t convince a soul. Only God can change the heart. Only He can open the 
understanding. We must trust in Him for results. We may never know how many people 
have come to know the Lord as a result of our witness. And that’s a good thing. We 
should be so glad about that. If we knew that we were instrumental in even one person 
coming to know the Lord, how proud we’d become! Pride would swell up in our hearts. It 
would be awful. It’s best we don’t know what influence we have. And it’s also best that it’s 
the Lord’s responsibility to change hearts, not ours. Then the pressure’s off. Just think 
how terrible it would be if the ability to change hearts was in the hands of sinful men.




And then we’re told where Capernaum is. It’s on the Sea of Galilee, in the land of Zebulon 
and Napthali. These were two of the twelve tribes of Israel. After the Israelites had entered 
the Promised Land, the land was partitioned between them. The larger tribes got more 
territory, and the smaller tribes got less. Zebulon and Napthali were two of the seven 
smaller tribes, and got a lesser inheritance, way up north in the backwaters of Galilee. 
Christ basing Himself here was important because it would fulfil a prophecy of Isaiah:


[14] That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, [15] 
The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; [16] The people which sat in darkness saw great 
light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.  

Both Nazareth and Capernaum are in the land of Zebulon and Napthali, in Galilee. The 
prophecy applies equally to both, although Nazareth isn’t “by the way of the sea.” The 
fulfilment of this prophecy is the fact that such an obscure place, in some of the least 
known tribes, would be where a great light would be seen. Isaiah’s prophecy continues:


Isaiah 9:6,7

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will perform this. 

The Old Testament tells us that God will send into the world a Saviour to save His people. 
He’ll be of the tribe of David. He’ll be born in Bethlehem, the city of David. Yet, at the 
same time, this Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, 
when He comes, will have His light shining mainly in Galilee. Who could that possibly be 
referring to? Jesus Christ. And Jews today still can’t see this from their own Scriptures.

The centre of the whole Jewish world was then, and still is, Jerusalem. That’s where the 
Temple was. That’s where the High Priest, and the religious hierarchy were based.


Galatians 4:4,5

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. 

But this Son wasn’t revealed to those religious leaders. He didn’t grow up in Jerusalem. 
He didn’t come out of the best Bible college, although later on, one of their best scholars 
would be converted, the apostle Paul. But the Son of God wasn’t mixing with the great 
and good in Jerusalem. He grew up in obscurity in a carpenter’s shop in Nazareth, and 
His ministry was mainly in Galilee, with unlearned fishermen as followers. In the most 
obscure part of the country we could possibly imagine. The least place we’d expect. And 
that’s how God operates. Not through the religious establishment, but, if God had 
anything to say, He’d usually raise up prophets from elsewhere.




[17] From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.  

From the time Christ moved to Capernaum, He began to preach. And His message was 
exactly the same as John the Baptist’s: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” John’s ministry ended by his imprisonment. But Christ continued it on with the 
very same message. And that was the right thing. Not waste time trying to fight a corrupt 
society for John’s human rights, which he’d never get. The best way to respond to such 
injustice, was to continue to preach his message, not fearing the consequences. After all, 
it’s God’s message to a sinful world. We are expendable. God’s message of repentance 
and remission of sins for all who call on Him, is far more important than any one of us.


And then Christ goes for a walk:


[18] And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. [19] And he 
saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. [20] And they 
straightway left their nets, and followed him. [21] And going on from thence, he saw 
other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with 
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. [22] And they 
immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him.  

When we go for a walk along a seashore, it’s usually for pleasure or exercise. But Christ 
wasn’t walking for pleasure. He never pleased Himself. He was always doing God’s work. 


If we read this passage on its own, we think that these fishermen met this total stranger 
and immediately dropped everything they were doing to follow Him on a whim. And we 
get the idea that this is telling us that we should drop everything, leave boring secular 
work and go into full-time Christian ministry because that’s far superior.


But that’s a misunderstanding of the passage. Jesus had met at least three of these men 
before, on Day 2, the day after He returned from the wilderness. He’d spent the day with 
them, showing them where He was staying. This wasn’t a surprise meeting. They’re 
expecting Him. As Christians, we should never do anything rashly, on a whim. These 
fishermen were expecting Jesus to call them to follow Him, so they’d already put their 
house in order, and handed over the fishing business to the rest of their families. They’re 
not dumping their families in it, leaving them in the lurch. And if we think the Lord is 
calling us to leave where we are to go somewhere else, we don’t just go ahead and do it. 
We make sure it’s the right thing first, and then do everything decently and in order.


The only other record we’ve got of Christ calling a disciple is Matthew, who also seemed 
to leave his tax collectors desk abruptly, but, just like here, it’d been arranged all along.


And I suggest Christ had met all twelve of His disciples before calling them to follow Him.

When the apostles were trying to find a replacement for Judas, the criteria was this:


Acts 1:21,22

Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among us, Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that 
he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 



One of the qualifications for becoming an apostle was to have been with Christ “from the 
baptism of John.” So all twelve of them must’ve attended John’s baptism at some point. 
And Christ would have met them there first, and arranged for them to be called later.


And the call to them was, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” The call to 
them was not to catch fish any more, but men. Personally, I’m not too keen on that 
phrase, but I have to be, because the Lord used it. What Christ meant by it was, after 
He’d ascended back to the Father, His apostles, and by extension all of His followers in 
every age, are now the only visible witness of Christ’s kingdom the world has got. Christ 
came to this world to save a number that no man can number from their sins and bring 
them to the Father, that they may escape judgment to come. And there’s the promise:


John 6:37

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out.


Similarly, our job now is to proclaim the same good news to all men, that if they repent of 
their sins and call on Jesus Christ, putting their trust in Him to save them, then He will. 
He’ll change their hearts, and turn them into new creatures, fit for heaven. So, in that 
sense, I agree, we are all “fishers of men,” the instruments God uses to bring people to 
Himself. We proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, and through our work, God calls His 
people. And there’s another similarity: fish by nature are unwilling to be caught, so men by 
nature are unwilling to change. But that’s as far as we can go with this metaphor though.


Upon the preaching of the gospel God draws His people to Himself by changing them 
from the inside so they respond. He makes His people willing to respond. Nobody comes 
into God’s kingdom kicking and screaming:


Psalms 110:3

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power....    

But fishermen draw fish to themselves by using deceit. That’s my problem. Fishermen 
don’t dangle a bare hook and expect fish to willingly attach themselves to it. They put a 
titbit on the hook, disguising it, so it appears to be something pleasant. The fish grab hold 
of it, thinking they’ve grabbed a goodie, and are caught against their will, through deceit.


Christians should never deceive. There used to be a chain of Christian bookshops, and to 
get unbelievers to come into their stores, their sign deliberately didn’t use the word 
“Christian,” it would just say “Bookshop,” and they’d put some secular books in the 
window display, to try and lure people to come in. Once inside, they’d soon realise 95% 
of the books were Christian, and quite understandably they’d become annoyed that 
they’d been lured into the shop under false pretences. And churches can do this too 
under the auspices of “outreach.” Something secular, like a concert or barbecue would be 
arranged, preferably away from a church building (because that would intimidate people). 
The idea being to attract some who would otherwise never come to church. They’d come 
to the event, and have what to them would be a good time, then an evangelist would 
come on with his message. And if they didn’t know it was a Christian event before, they’d 
feel deceived. We should never do that. We must always be up front and genuine. 




[23] And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease among the people.  

Jesus, based in Capernaum, now spends His time travelling around Galilee. And apart 
from the three times a year when all men had to go to Jerusalem for the festivals, this is 
where He would be for the rest of His time on earth. And God has given us where we are 
as our sphere of influence. We may or may not like where we are, but until the Lord 
changes it, this is where He wants us to be. And what was Christ doing? Three things:


“teaching in their synagogues.” I’ve always wondered how synagogues allowed Him to 
teach at all. The answer I’ve heard is that He was a rabbi. But He wasn’t. He’d no formal 
training in any rabbinical school at all. He was a carpenter. So, how on earth did He 
manage to get preaching engagements? It must’ve been God opening them up to Him.


“preaching the gospel of the kingdom.” This would have been His work outside the 
synagogue, wherever He could get a hearing. These two things were His main ministry, 
teaching and preaching. But He also had a third ministry, which caused a lot of problems:


“healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.” That 
drew the crowds. Christ was often overwhelmed with crowds for one reason: the 
healings. We see here a contrast here between those people who flocked to hear John 
the Baptist, and those who flocked to hear Christ. Those who desired John’s baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins, were drawn of the Lord, there was an awakening in 
their hearts which drew them to desire repentance, something that by nature we wouldn’t 
be particularly interested in. But most of these who flocked to Christ, wanted what we by 
nature are interested in, miracles, physical healing now. That’s far more exciting:


[24] And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick 
people that were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were 
possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; 
and he healed them.  

As soon as word got around someone in Galilee was miraculously healing the sick, that’s 
what they wanted. They all came to Him. His fame for His healings went throughout all 
Syria. Not fame for His teaching or message. To be fair, maybe they hadn’t heard His real 
message, because John had never preached in Syria, it was Gentile country. But the fact 
here was a man who miraculously healed, was what everybody for miles around came for. 


And He healed them all. He had compassion on far more than would actually come to 
Him for the right reasons. And these were real, instant, miraculous healings. The amazing 
thing is, not that these real healings drew huge crowds, we’d expect that. But that the so-
called faith healers of today can draw huge crowds. Their healings aren’t anything like 
this. They’re not real healings at all. They’re charlatans. Yet people still flock to see them.


So, why did Christ go about healing the sick? If His real ministry was His teaching and 
preaching, why cause problems with crowds by healing as well? And of course, we must 
be clear. Christ didn’t go about healing deliberately to draw crowds so He could then  
teach them. That would have been deceit, just like trying to organise a barbecue and not 
telling anyone an evangelist would be there out to get them. 




The miracles were for an important purpose, of which the crowds were an inconvenient 
side-effect. Christ’s main purpose was to teach. But He wasn’t just any old teacher like 
John the Baptist. An ordinary man. He was the Son of God. He was the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. He is the Saviour who was to come into the world, who 
all men ought to worship as God Himself. This is the One all men must put their trust in if 
they are to be saved from their sins at all. John came solely to point to Him. All the 
prophets of the Old Testament came to point to Him. All the Scriptures point to Him. And 
that’s our job too. Not to point to ourselves, like all these smartly dressed fancy healing 
preachers seem to do, but to point to Him. The Saviour of the World. That’s why He had 
the power to miraculously heal people. To show the world He was the One we must all 
come to. The Word who became flesh and dwelt among us. God manifest in the flesh. 


But most people came to Him, not because of that. Not because they wanted their sins 
forgiven, but because they wanted their bad backs healed. Their bunions cured. That’s as 
high as they could see. That’s all they thought they needed. Things here and now, not 
things for eternity. But there were some who recognised who He really was:


[25] And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 

Those who came for healing, came, got healed and went away again. They’d got what 
they wanted. That satisfied them. We’re told of one occasion when ten lepers came to 
Christ for healing, but only one came back to give thanks. The other nine went away, 
happy, carrying on their own little lives, living for themselves and their own pleasures, until  
next time they had a problem, then they might go to see Him again, if He was still around. 
That’s not following anybody. That’s coming to Christ for what we can get out of Him.


We read here about great multitudes who “followed Him.” This was more that coming 
and going. They “followed.” They became disciples, followers. Look where they came 
from. “Galilee,” where Jesus was operating, “Decapolis,” just east of the Jordan river 
opposite Galilee, and as far away as “Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond 
Jordan.” That’s where John the Baptist got his followers from.


Remember John the Baptist. He had his ministry by the Jordan river, in Judea, and people 
came from the whole area, “Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan” to 
be baptised by him. That meant travelling twenty miles or so through the desert to get 
there. They did it because they were seriously, internally, drawn by the Lord to seek 
repentance. After John was put in prison, we’d think they would then given up and go 
back home. But, look here, Jesus now had His “followers” from all those areas. And this 
was in Galilee, which meant they were now three times further away from their homes.


Why would people travel such distances? They were given by the Lord a thirst in their 
hearts for spiritual things. A need for repentance. A desire for Christ to change their hearts 
to follow Him. A longing for holiness. They’re not interested in things in this world so 
much. Once God puts such a desire into our hearts, it never goes away, it’s permanent. 


We can backslide into the world terribly, but that desire for the things of God will always 
be there underneath. And it was with these people. When they heard of John in the 
wilderness, there was an awakening in their hearts, a desire to seek repentance, and they 



left home to seek him. After he was taken away from them by his imprisonment, the thirst 
was still there. John had pointed them to Jesus Christ, so they made the long trip north to 
this obscure part of the world, just to be with Him, to follow Him wherever He went.


And when God changes our hearts, He plants in us a desire for spiritual things which 
cannot be taken away. That’s what we need. That’s what we should desire. This world can 
give us nothing. But God can change us for ever. Let’s make sure He changes us:


Psalm 107:9

For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 

Psalm 73:25,26

Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 
My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 



Matthew 5:1-12.  The Beatitudes 

I want to look at the first 12 verses of Matthew 5. I’m not from a church background. 
When I first came across this teaching, I was amazed. I’d never come across anything like 
this before. It tells us that the life God blesses is a way of life so opposite from the world 
around us. It was such a breath of fresh air. I’ve since come across others with a church 
background, and this didn’t seem to be special to them at all. I’ve never understood that.


[1] And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, 
his disciples came unto him: [2] And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 

“Seeing the multitudes, He went up into a mountain.” He took one look at the 
multitudes, and climbed a mountain to get away from them. Why would He do that? I 
suggest two reasons. The first is the same reason He only spoke to the multitudes in 
parables. That wasn’t to illustrate His teaching, but to see if they were really interested in 
what He actually had to say. Most of them weren’t. They wanted miracles, but teaching, 
no, that’s boring. But He’d always explain everything to His disciples. He had time for all 
who wanted to know more. He climbed a mountain to see who’d make an effort to follow.


He wants us to approach Him. He wants us to ask. He wants us to seek. He wants us to 
knock. He’ll willingly explain everything to all who truly seek Him:


Matthew 7:7

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.... 

The second reason He went up a mountain, was because He was just about to give a 
long teaching about the Christian life. This whole sermon in chapters 5,6 and 7 is really 
just for believers. It teaches all who seek to follow Him what the Christian life is all about. 
So it is primarily for disciples, all those who would make the effort to follow Him up the 
mountain to find out more.


That means this teaching all hangs together as one unit. We can’t pick and mix. We can’t 
take bits we like and reject others. We either relate to all this teaching and are a Christian, 
or we don’t relate to any of it, and aren’t. The way of the Christian and the way of the 
world are polar opposites. There’s no in between. We’ve got to ask ourselves: Do we find 
the way of life described here delightful? Or do we reject it? Christ said elsewhere:


Matthew 12:30

He that is not with me is against me....    

Luke 9:50

....he that is not against us is for us.   

We can’t sit on the fence. We either delight in Christ and His teaching or reject Him. By 
doing nothing, by having no interest, that proves Christ isn’t important to us. So, by 
definition, we’re rejecting Him. So, the point is, what do we think of this way of life?


I just want to look at the beginning of this sermon. There are 9 statements. All begin with 
the words “blessed are....” followed by the corresponding reason why each are blessed.




[3] Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Notice it’s “poor in spirit,” not poor financially. There’s no virtue in poverty as such. Many 
good men in the Bible were very rich, Abraham and Solomon for example. It’s not money 
that’s the root of all evil, but the love of it. Our financial circumstances are irrelevant here.


What does “poor in spirit” mean? Well we’re told, “theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
So if we can find out who gets into the kingdom of heaven, then we’ll know what it is to 
be “poor in spirit.” I’ve got three verses here, there are plenty more I could’ve chosen:


Matthew 4:17

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.   

To enter the kingdom of heaven, we must repent. Which means we need to recognise we 
have to change. We’re all heading the wrong way in our lives, and need to turn around. 
We naturally object to being told we need to change. We think we’re all right, but we’re 
not. God has given us Ten Commandments as a summary of the way He wants us to live. 
But we don’t bother with them. We don’t think about them. We’ve got our own ideas of 
what’s right. If we think we can make up our own rules as we go along, that’s not being 
“poor in spirit.” Being “poor in spirit” involves a recognition that we need to change.


Matthew 18:4

Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

To enter the kingdom of heaven, we must humble ourselves as little children. Children are 
naughty too, so they need to change as well. But we must humble ourselves in the same 
way they humbly trust. We adults tend to put all our trust in ourselves. We’re so self-
confident. And these children will grow up to be like that. But that’s not a virtue. The Bible 
has another word for it. Pride. And God wants to totally destroy that in us, so the “no man 
may glory in His presence”. He wants us to stop being proud, and humbly trust in Him:


1 Samuel 2:3

Talk no more so exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the 
LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 

But there’s even more. Not only must we repent to get our lives in line with God’s law. Not 
only must we have our pride broken and humble ourselves. But, Christ also said:


John 3:3

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

In other words, it’s altogether impossible to enter the kingdom of heaven by ourselves. 
None of us are good enough. We need to recognise our utter inability to please God:


Romans 8:8




....they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  

Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please him.... 
   

So, we must repent, humble ourselves and recognise our inability. That’s the essence of 
what it is to be “poor in spirit.” Only when this hard, proud self has been altogether 
broken in this way, can the kingdom of heaven be opened to us:


Isaiah 57:15

For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell 
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

Psalm 51:17

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise. 

[4] Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

But what should we be mourning over? Well, Christians take life seriously, and that’s often 
confused for mourning. The world laughs and jokes its way through life. Living for the 
next party, the next unit of pleasure they can grab hold of. Because they think when 
you’re dead, you’re dead. There’s no judgment, no responsibility. So they think Christians 
are rather strange taking life seriously. But that’s not true. King Solomon said:


Ecclesiastes 7:1-5

A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one's 
birth. It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for 
that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better than 
laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better. The heart of the 
wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. It is better 
to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools. 

It’s far better to be serious and get ourselves ready for the next world than to enjoy life 
here now. We must take things seriously here, not escape by partying all the time. That’s 
not facing reality. But just because we’re serious, doesn’t mean we’re mourning.


If you’ve seen the film “Jesus Christ Superstar,” you might think we’re mourning because 
Christ died. That’s the end of the film. The hero dies. That’s it. Finish. Totally missing from 
the film is His resurrection. He got victory over death. What’s more, His death was an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and the resurrection proved it was accepted by God. We 
rejoice in His death and resurrection, not mourn because everything “went wrong.”


So, that’s not why Christians mourn either. So, why do we mourn? Well, even though 
we’ve become a Christian, genuinely love God in our hearts and want to please Him, and 
know our sins have been completely forgiven thanks to Christ’s atoning sacrifice; no 
matter how much we try, while we’re still on this earth we continue to sin against Him. 
Every day, we have to cry in the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our trespasses.” We don’t want 



to be like this. We want to be sinless, and we’re not. That’s what causes us grief. We’re 
mourning over ourselves, our sin. The apostle Paul said:


Romans 7:24,25

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin. 

And Paul also wrote of a godly sorrow. Not sorrow like the world has, just being unhappy 
about something. That doesn’t change anybody. But godly sorrow has an effect:


2 Corinthians 7:10,11

For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death. For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly 
sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what 
indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! 
In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. 

So, we mourn in godly sorrow, which leads to repentance of life. And the comfort comes 
in the next world, when we receive new bodies that won’t be able to sin any more.


[5] Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

What is meekness? The world tells us to be strong, be forceful, assert ourselves. 
Meekness is exactly the opposite. So the world is going to think of meekness as being 
pathetic, stupid, simple, weak. But Moses was said to be the meekest man in all the earth 
in his day, and he was a great leader. Christ Jesus was the perfect example of meekness:


Matthew 11:29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.


Meekness isn’t being simple or weak. But unbelievers think it is, and they’re going to try 
to take full advantage of us. So, far from being simple and weak, we need to be wise:


Matthew 10:16

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves.


If we’re accosted by people and we know full well they’re trying to take advantage of us, 
the Lord will give us wisdom how to deal with it, and not let us be defrauded by them. 


Being meek, it’s inevitable we’re going to be laughed at, looked down on, despised. But 
it’s not going to be for ever, because the meek are going to inherit the earth:


Psalm 37:10,11

For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his 
place, and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves 
in the abundance of peace.




[6] Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall 
be filled. 

This is similar to “Blessed are they that mourn....”, because if we’re mourning over our 
sin, then we’re “hungering and thirsting after righteousness.” It doesn’t say “blessed 
are the righteous,” because none of us are. Those blessed are they who long in their 
hearts to be righteous.


This begs a question: If we continue to sin, even after becoming a Christian, how is it 
possible to stand before God on judgment day and be vindicated? To satisfy God’s 
justice, we must be perfect. And clearly we’re not. But Jesus Christ is. And the wonderful 
news is that’s His righteousness can be put to our account, and our sin placed on Him:


2 Corinthians 5:21

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 

That’s the righteousness we should all be hungering and thirsting after. A perfect 
righteousness freely given to us by Jesus Christ. And Christians have this, and they know 
they’ve got it. They are the happiest people in the world, knowing they’re not going to be 
condemned. Without Christ we live empty lives. Living for self is the emptiest thing we 
can do. There’s no purpose to it. But if we come to Jesus Christ, trusting in His 
righteousness and not our own, then we shall be filled, satisfied, perfectly content. 


The world hungers and thirsts after so many things of no consequence. God is calling:


Isaiah 55:1,2

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore 
do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth 
not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness. 

[7] Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

We’re called to be merciful. I think most people are agreed that it is a good thing to show 
mercy to others. But it’s always an effort to be kind to people. Isn’t that terrible? By nature 
we’ve got no inclination to be kind. We look after ourselves. But James warns us:


James 2:13

For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy 
rejoiceth against judgment. 

We’re also told, by Christ, that if we are merciful, we’ll obtain mercy ourselves in return:


Matthew 6:14,15

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 



Matthew 10:42

And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.


We ought to be kind to one another, and help others in their hour of need. But we must go 
far beyond that. What’s the most loving thing we could ever do for anybody? The greatest 
act of mercy we could ever show to people? Tell them the truth they’re sinners, and if they 
carry on the way they’re going, they’ll end up in hell fire. Because they don’t realise it. If 
we knew a volcano was about to erupt, and we see people halfway up it totally oblivious 
to the fact, what’s the best thing we could do for them? Tell them “Flee from the wrath to 
come.” But if they just think we’re crazy, we can’t do anything about it. Now, at the same 
time, we also tell people the way of escape, which can only be found in Jesus Christ:


Jude 1:22,23

And of some have compassion, making a difference: And others save with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

If we don’t think telling people they’re sinners on the way to hell is a loving thing to say, 
it’s only because we don’t really believe it ourselves. The most merciful thing we can do 
for anyone, is to tell them about Jesus. As God has been so merciful in saving us from our 
sins, so we should be merciful to others, both practically, and spiritually, for their souls.


[8] Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

The religious leaders of Christ’s day thought that keeping God’s law was simply about 
external observance. As long as they kept all God’s rules and regulations externally, they 
thought they’d get to heaven. But God wants far, far more than that from us:


Matthew 5:20

For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

God doesn’t just want us to keep His commandments externally. He wants us to love 
keeping them in our hearts. Naturally our hearts are impure. Sex and violence sells films.


Matthew 15:19,20

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen 
hands defileth not a man. 

Jeremiah 17:9

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

The religious leaders of Christ’s day didn’t see the heart as the problem. They thought the 
external shew was enough. But it’s relatively easy to put on an external shew. We can do 
a good work but hate doing it in our hearts. As long as nobody finds out what we’re really 
thinking, that’s all right. But it’s not all right. God looks at the heart. For our hearts to be 
pure, they must be changed by God. Only then will we be able to truly “see” Him. 


Because of our sin, no man can naturally see God:




John 1:18

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.


But it is possible to “see” Him in the sense of detect Him, know for sure He’s there and 
that He cares for us. We can have a living, real relationship with the One True Living God. 

And He’s the only One who can give us a “pure heart.” As I said earlier, that doesn’t mean 
we won’t sin. But with a pure heart, we’ll hate it every time we do. The apostle Paul said:


Romans 7:16,17

If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. Now then it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 

We should never use that as an excuse for sin, but such an attitude at least shews our 
hearts are right with God, even if our external behaviour falls short. We cry with David:


Psalm 51:10

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.


[9] Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

We’re told to:


Romans 12:18

If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

By nature we love asserting ourselves and having opinions. Which only ever causes 
arguments. We shouldn’t be like that. We should be peaceable people. The message 
we’ve got, the gospel, by itself is going to be offensive. It tells men they’re sinners, which 
they’re not going to like. If they reject the message, we can’t do anything about it. But 
let’s make sure we don’t cause extra offence, by a wrong, confrontational attitude.


2 Corinthians 5:19

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

God has made peace between Himself and men through Jesus Christ on the cross 
atoning for the sins of all those who will come to Him. In the same way, we’re called to be 
peaceable with each other. Some in the church love debating doctrine. It’s a good thing to 
defend truth. But they’re so aggressively abrasive, they’re not doing the church a favour, 
even if their doctrine is right. We should be peacemakers, which involves gentleness. And 
if we don’t have a peacemaking heart, we’re told here we’re not children of God at all.


James 3:18

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.


Everything that’s been said so far, is the Christian life. What do we think about it? What’s 
wrong with loving God’s law, having a simple trust in God, having our pride broken, 



having our self-centredness destroyed, having godly sorrow, being meek, hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, being merciful, being pure in heart and being peacemakers?


Nothing. It’s a beautiful way of life. We ought to love it, hunger and thirst after it. It’s a 
breath of fresh air, especially as we’re surrounded by a world so completely the opposite. 


Not only is the world opposite, but our every natural instinct is too. Our instincts are self-
centred, they seek only for the preservation and pleasure of self. This new, beautiful life is 
altogether unattainable by us. But God can change us. He’ll give it freely, to all who ask:


Isaiah 55:6,7

Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

But, because this way of life is so opposite to everything we know, so many hate it and 
reject it. It’s all dismissed as just a crutch for weak people to lean on. Invented by weak 
people, for weak people. If it makes them happy, that’s fine, but it’s not for me. But that’s 
not true. This is not of man. It’s the way God wants all of us to live. He wants us to be 
finished living for self and to live like this instead. This is the life that is “blessed” by Him.


So, it’s inevitable that anyone who follows this way of life will get opposition. But we’re 
told that too is blessed. The last two “blessed are....” statements here aren’t about 
something within us. They’re external things done to us, that affect us from the outside:


[10] Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  

Persecution is a problem every Christian will have to face. Christ told us:


John 16:33

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

Christ was persecuted, and eventually put to death. We should expect no different:


John 15:18,19

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

We’ll be hated and persecuted, not because we do anything wrong, but simply because 
we’re not like others. We used to be like them, but we’re not any more. The Lord has 
changed us and shown us this new blessed way of life. That old life was selfish, empty, 
pointless, and it didn’t satisfy. This new life does. We’ll be persecuted for it, maybe even 
by old friends. But we love our new life too much to ever want to go back.


And it’s all “for righteousness sake.” In other words, either what we say, or by our 
simply not joining in with others any more, we’re showing them they’re sinners and they 



need to change too. They’re not going to like that. They don’t want to change and don’t 
want anyone interfering with their life, especially a weak nobody, telling them what to do.


[11] Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you. 

These persecutions “for righteousness sake,” are here said to be “for my sake,” 
Christ’s sake. He’s the One who’s changed us. He’s responsible for this new life in us. 
That’s not a complaint. We love this new life, we don’t want any other. But, no matter how 
genuine we try to be, we’ll be persecuted, reviled, and spoken evil of falsely. All because 
of Christ, because naturally we wouldn’t be like this or think this way. This is the way the 
prophets went. The way Christ had to go, even unto death. He is our example:


1 Peter 2:21-24

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by 
whose stripes ye were healed.


So, we’ve got a decision to make. Do we continue living like the world. Living for self, for 
our own pleasures? Asserting self, putting self on the throne? That’ll be the easier way by 
far. Because that’s what everybody else is doing. We’ll certainly have lots of like-minded 
friends. But that’s the broad way that leads to destruction in the end. 


Or can we see that this here is the way we ought to follow. This is the beautiful life. The 
life we were created to live by God. But it’s a narrow way. Comparatively few will be on it. 
And we’ll be persecuted by the majority all heading in the opposite direction. But this is 
the way God has chosen that leads to life. And to all those who embrace it, the Lord 
Himself will come and guide them from within. Let’s make sure this is the way we go, 
because this is the way of blessing.




Matthew 10:34-39.  I Came not to Send Peace, but a Sword.  

Read Matthew 10:1 - 11:1 

I don’t want to go through the whole of Matthew chapter 10, I just want to concentrate on 
a few verses towards the end. But before we do that we need to set the scene.


In this chapter, Christ chooses his twelve disciples and sends them out two by two 
around the local villages. Many people think these instructions to His disciples are for us 
today, but I don’t think so. I think they were specifically for that particular evangelistic 
campaign. And I’ve got two reasons for saying that:


Firstly, they were specifically told NOT to go to Gentiles or Samaritans, but only to Jews:


Matthew 10:5,6

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.


But we’re commanded to take the gospel to the whole world:


Mark 16:15

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

Now, we could argue that that instruction was only given to the disciples as well, but I 
think it’s reasonable in that case to apply it to ourselves, because we’re told that the 
gospel will go to the whole world before Christ comes again:


Matthew 24:14

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come. 

None of the disciples made it to China, or Australia, or England. So it’s reasonable to 
assume that subsequent generations are to carry on that work of going to the whole 
world. But the instruction here to go to Jews only, was surely just for the disciples then.


And the other reason I think these instructions were only for that particular campaign, is 
that the disciples were given power by Christ to do miraculous things:


Matthew 10:1

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease. 

Matthew 10:7,8

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 

 I don’t know about you, but apart from preaching, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” I 
can’t do any of that. Which again implies this was only for the disciples at the time.




But, having said that, some things in this chapter we can apply to ourselves.


Matthew 10:16,17

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, 
and they will scourge you in their synagogues.... 

We’re sheep in the midst of wolves. We ought to be wise about how evil men can be. We 
were wolves once, so we ought to know. We should now be peaceable and harmless as 
doves. The warning to “beware of men” is just as relevant today as ever.


And the warning they’ll be delivered up to councils and synagogues isn’t just for the 
disciples either, because the warning is repeated in Matthew 24, and Mark 13 which are 
about the end times. So these things we can apply to ourselves.


Then we come to these verses, which are more relevant to our subject today:


Matthew 10:21,22

And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the 
children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be 
saved. 

I particularly want to look at verses 34 to 39, but here’s a kind of introduction. We need to 
understand that Christians will be hated of all men for Christ’s name’s sake. Why is that?


John 15:18,19

If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

The world hated Christ, so the world is going to hate His followers too. In fact Christ was 
hated so much, He was put to death. But why did the world hate Christ so much?


John 7:7

The world cannot hate you [referring to Christians before conversion]; but me it hateth, 
because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil. 

Christ told the world its ways are evil. And He calls all men, even today, that they need to 
change and repent of their sins. But men love their sins too much to give them up:


John 3:19

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

Men naturally hate Christ. And if we tell men today that their ways are evil, they’ll hate us 
too. But the fact is, the ways of the world are evil. We can’t pretend they’re not. All men 
want to do is to please themselves. They couldn’t really care less about anyone else, as 
long as they’re happy, that’s all that matters. What a waste of time. Do something useful. 
We’re born with such self-centred natures. And we can’t get out of it. That’s why we need 
Jesus Christ, this man that they hate so much. He died on the cross to save all those who 



would come to Him from the consequences of their sin. We can try as much as we like to 
get away from our sin, but not only can’t we do it, but we don’t want to do it either. But....


John 3:17,18

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. 

God sent a Saviour. If we believe on Him, we can be saved from the consequence of our 
sins. That’s the simple Christian message. It’s so easy, but the world generally doesn’t 
want to know. And it’s not just the message they don’t like. They don’t like the way 
Christians are different from them, and they’ll hate anything they don’t understand.


Those who truly believe in Jesus Christ will be changed from the inside. They become 
altogether different from what they were:


2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. 

That really annoys people. We’re not like them any more. Because we no longer want to 
live for ourselves. We want to live for God.  They just won’t be able to understand that.


Galatians 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me. 

So the world will hate us, because we’re no longer like them. That’s the introduction. Now 
let’s come to the text I want to look at, beginning in v.34:


[34] Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but 
a sword.  

Most people are going to be surprised by that statement. Did Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, really say that? What about those Christmas cards we get:


Luke 2:14

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Surely, Jesus Christ came to bring peace. Well, He did. We can now have peace with 
God, thanks to Christ’s coming and dying on a cross. Our sins, which separate us from 
God, can be forgiven. But to avail ourselves of that peace, we must give them up. We 
must come to Him, cast them upon Him, believe on Him, and trust in Him to change us. If 
we never do that, we’re still bound to our sinful nature. And we’ll be judged justly for that. 


So Christ did come to bring peace. Peace between God and man, because without Him 
we’re alienated from God. There are only two types of people in the world: Those who 
come to Christ and are saved from the consequences of their sins, and those who don’t 



and aren’t. That’s what Christ meant when He said He came not to send peace, but a 
sword. Or, as the equivalent passage in Luke puts it, He brings division:


Luke 12:51

Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division:  

Christ didn’t deliberately come to bring division, He came to bring peace, peace between 
God and man. But because people reject Him, a division occurs. The division is a 
consequence of men rejecting Christ. Men are the actual cause of the division, not Christ.


[35] For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 

The equivalent passage in Luke continues:


Luke 12:52,53

For from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, three against two, and two 
against three. The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; 
the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law 
against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 

And this is actually a quote from the prophet Micah:


Micah 7:5-7Micah 7:5-7

Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth 
from her that lieth in thy bosom. For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth 
up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man's enemies are 
the men of his own house. Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my 
salvation: my God will hear me. 

If we’re going to be hated of all men for Christ’s name’s sake, that’s sadly going to include 
our unconverted relatives. We can’t get away from it.


We might say, my unconverted relatives don’t hate me. They might think I’m strange 
because I go to church, but they don’t actually hate me. Well, good. We don’t go looking 
for trouble. We’re peaceable people. But, there is a problem in that, if we get on too well 
with our own family, the temptation will be that we begin to grow cold towards the things 
of God. If we have truly been changed in our hearts by Jesus Christ, there will be a real 
difference between us and unconverted family members. Christ will “set a man at 
variance against his father,” and so on. There will be things in their lives which we may 
have once gone along with, but now we don’t approve of.


We’ll always want, more than anything, for our family members to know Jesus Christ for 
themselves. Because without Him, they’re going to be judged on account of their own sin. 
But our own families will be the hardest people to convince of the truth. The usual reason 
given for that is that it’s because they’re the closest people to us, so they know what 
we’re really like. And there’s some truth in that. But even the sinless Christ, who never had 
any faults, had this problem. Firstly, with the people of His home town Nazareth:


Matthew 13:54-58




And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, 
insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and 
these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and 
his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all 
with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? And they were offended in him. But 
Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his 
own house. And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

When Christ was growing up, He must have been so different from everybody else. The 
citizens of Nazareth must have noticed it, but still didn’t understand who He really was.


Joseph and Mary themselves were a godly couple. After Christ was born, we’re told they 
had at least six more children, four more brothers and a plurality of sisters. And we’re also 
told that the brothers, while He was alive at least, didn’t believe in Him. 


John 7:5

For neither did his brethren believe in him.  

Even Christ Himself came from a divided family. That couldn’t have been because they 
saw what He was really like underneath. God forbid! He was sinless. So, this division is 
caused by more than just that our family knowing what we’re really like.


[36] And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.  

Every family on earth will be divided into those who believe and those who don’t. That’s 
inevitable. But we’re told here they will be our “foes.” And that’s because Christ said:


Matthew 12:30

He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. 

Many times, our families will be good to us after we’ve become a Christian. They’ll 
probably think it’s just a phase we’re going through. But, no matter how kind they are to 
us, they’re still on the other side. They’re the ones who need to change. They need Christ.


But there are also many families who will absolutely hate the fact we’ve been converted. I 
met a murderer once. While he was in prison, in Strangeways, he was converted. After he 
got out of prison, he went back to his parents and told them the good news that he’d now 
become a Christian and that his old life of violence was over. And they threw him out of 
the house. They’d rather have a murderer living with them than a Christian.


Not so long ago, my wife and I visited a Muslim part of China. We were talking with the 
elder of the local church, and my wife asked if they had many Muslim converts in the 
congregation. He told us that they wouldn’t be able to come and worship openly. There 
was a congregation of converted Muslims in the town, but they had to meet in secret. 
Most muslim converts would have to move to another city, because they’d be killed for 
dishonouring the family if they ever found out where they were. As long as they toe the 
line behind the family, the clan, they’d be well looked after. So it must take a lot of faith to 
renounce all that and challenge the family and tell them they’re wrong.




And then we hear stories here of ex-Jehovah’s Witnesses being disfellowshipped and 
shunned by their families. In all these cases, we remember:


Psalm 27:10

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up. 

Those who are thrown out of their families, tend to become the strongest Christians, 
because they’ve lost the most by becoming a Christian. They put most of us to shame.


So, whatever our situation, however antagonistic or otherwise our families are towards us, 
how should we deal with them? Should we be antagonistic back? No, of course not.


Romans 12:21

Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.    

We can start at the fifth Commandment:


Exodus 20:12

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee. 

And Paul’s letter to the Ephesians expands on this:


Ephesians 6:1-4

Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; 
(which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

We should always honour our parents no matter what. But there’s a difference between 
honouring and obeying. We should normally obey them as well. But if they try to force us 
to sin, like try to get us to deny our faith, we have to say, “No.” That’s the only case when 
we shouldn’t obey them. And if that means we get thrown out of the house, so be it. We 
should still honour them, even if we can’t physically be with them. 


And then, as our parents grow old, we may have to look after them. Quite often, old 
people can be very difficult, especially if they’ve lived their whole lives in sin. We’re called, 
if we can, to care about them, to provide for our families:


1 Timothy 5:8

But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. 

And then, talking of split families, what about unequally yoked marriages? If we marry, 
we’re called to marry only in the Lord. But many people either make terrible mistakes or 
are converted after marriage. So the Bible gives us instructions for these situations too:


1 Peter 3:1-4

Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, 
they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they 
behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 



But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

The believing partner must show their difference, not by arguing all the time, but by their 
lives. And we could extend this to our dealings with all family members. We show the 
difference by our life, our “meek and quiet spirit.” We’re Christ’s witness to them.


[37] He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  

In the end, we’ll have to choose between Christ or our family. If ever our family tries to 
force us to sin, we have to make a stand, we can’t avoid it. Otherwise we’re making them 
more important in our lives than Christ. And in that case, we won’t be worthy of Him.


There’s an interesting verse in Luke:


Luke 14:26

If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 

Here’s another surprising verse in the Bible. Is the God of love really telling us to hate our 
family members? Well, “hate” is the same as loving less. If a man says to his wife, “I love 
you, but I love you less than that other woman over there,” he’s not really loving his wife 
at all, he’s hating her. Who’d put up with that? We’ve got a Biblical example to show this:


Genesis 29:30,31

And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served 
with him yet seven other years. And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he opened 
her womb: but Rachel was barren. 

Matthew 6:24

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  

When we talk about hatred, we assume it means being nasty, but that’s not what we 
mean at all. We’re never to be nasty to anybody. But we must hate them in the sense of 
loving Christ more. We can love them in the sense of helping them whenever we can, but 
we can never approve of their sinful behaviour. We must love Christ more, because He 
was sinless. He’s not like our unconverted family members. He is altogether lovely.


So, when the crunch comes, and it will, do we love our family members more than Christ, 
their sins and all, or do we forsake our families, always preferring to follow Christ? We’ve 
got a new family now. Our real family consists of all those who know Christ. Our blood 
family is no longer our real family, unless they repent and come to Him themselves.


Mark 10:29,30

There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall receive an hundredfold now 
in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 



We’ve got a new family in this world, albeit with persecutions, and in the world to come 
we’ll have eternal life. Now that doesn’t mean we have to physically separate from our 
blood families, unless we’re forced to. We can still care about them, but they’re not our 
true family any more, because they won’t understand us. The only people who’ll really 
understand us are all those who’ve also experienced Christ as we have. These are the 
ones we can truly tell all our concerns to. Our unconverted blood family have no idea how 
to help us because they don’t know Christ. So we should never take advice from them.


Let’s go back to Luke 14:26 again:


Luke 14:26

If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 

Notice it says we must hate our “own life also.” Anyone who comes to Christ, begins to 
see more and more his own sin. And we hate it. We’ve been changed from the inside, yet 
we still see sin within us. And it’s far more hateful to us than any sin we see in anybody 
else. Because it’s ours, and we should have forsaken it all, but we haven’t.


[38] And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  

We all have crosses to bear, whether it’s an unbelieving partner, a dysfunctional family, or 
rebellious family member. But the greatest cross we have to bear is ourselves. We can’t 
change anyone else. We can tell them to change. We can point them to Christ. But we 
can’t actually change them, only Christ can, because He’s the only one who can change 
hearts. But we can help ourselves, by allowing ourselves to be changed by Christ. 


We need to start hating ourselves more, by mortifying the flesh, putting to death the 
deeds of the body, and producing fruit, which we can now do thanks to the Holy Spirit.


Psychologists today tell us we all need more self-esteem, we need to love ourselves 
more, but that’s not true. The problem is, we love ourselves too much. Me, me, me, my 
problems, my problems, my life, my life. That’s all we can talk about. The problem with us 
is that we don’t hate ourselves enough. We’re by nature such terribly selfish creatures. 
That’s why we need to be changed from the inside, and only Christ can do that.


[39] He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall 
find it. 

Are we finding our life in this world, or losing it? Is all we think about here and now, in this 
world? What can I do now, where can I go on holiday next? What exciting thing can I 
watch on TV tonight? Me, me, me. Is all we think about, our own activities, our own 
desires? If it is, we’re finding our life in this world, and if we carry on, we’ll lose our lives in 
the end. Wasting the life God gave us in this world will be punished in the next.


So, how can we avoid that and find life in the next world? We must lose it here. And we 
must lose it for Christ’s sake.




We can’t do that ourselves, we’re too self-centred for that. But if we call on Christ, He can 
change us. If we don’t want to be changed because we like our selfish life too much, He’s 
not going to listen. But, if we really do want to be changed, to get out of this mess, this 
selfish, sinful life, then He will hear our prayer and He will change us for ever.


That’s what we all need. We will have opposition, not least from unconverted family 
members. We may even get thrown out of our families for good. We might lose everything 
in this world. But it’ll be worth every bit of it. And we can say, with the apostle Paul:


Philippians 3:8-11

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I 
may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead. 

May every one of us come to know Jesus Christ for ourselves, and truly get victory over 
our sin.




Matthew 16:13-28.  Losing our Life 

The reading is from Matthew 16, but I really just want to concentrate on verse 24. But we 
need to look at the verses around it because we should never take a verse out of context. 


[13] When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  

Caesarea Philippi is right up in the north of Israel, in the foothills of Mount Hermon. Jesus 
took His disciples apart, and asked them who men think He is. He’s become quite 
popular. He’s been going around teaching and performing miracles. That in particular has 
attracted people. Many were asking themselves what kind of man is this? Who is He?


[14] And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  

Everybody had their own theories as to who He was. They just decided for themselves 
what they thought. But all along, He’d told His listeners exactly who He was, but they 
didn’t listen. We need to have our ears opened to what He actually has to say. Not just 
make our own minds up about Him. What did He actually teach? It’s all here in the Bible.


All the ideas they had have one thing in common – they’re all dead men who they thought 
had come back to life. That’s very strange. They didn’t seem to have a problem with the 
resurrection from the dead, when it suited them. When somebody did come along and 
rise from the dead, they weren’t too bothered by it. Christ said about many people:


Luke 16:31

If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead. 

[15] He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?    

Christ told them, it doesn’t matter what others think, what do you think? 


After Christ had risen from the dead, Peter asked him what would happen to John, to 
which He replied:


John 21:22

What is that to thee? follow thou me.      


We need to think for ourselves, personally. We shouldn’t be interested in what others 
think, or what’s going to happen to them. What do we think? Where do we stand? Who 
do we think Christ is? We should never blindly follow men or movements. We must ask 
ourselves as individuals who we think Christ is. To do that, we must find out what He said 
about Himself. Our life depends on it. And Simon Peter gives Him the correct answer:




[16] And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.  

This is Peter’s great confession of Christ. And it’s this confession of Christ that is the rock 
upon which we as the church stands:


[18] And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church;…. 

1 John 4:15

Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in 
God. 

1 John 5:12

He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 

And we’re told:


….and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

Christ is going to build His church and nobody and nothing can stop that. I heard a pastor 
of a church once say, “If we don’t evangelise, the church will die.” But that’s not true. I’m 
not saying we shouldn’t evangelise, far from it. But it’s the Lord who builds the church, 
not us. Christ said:


John 6:39

And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 

Christ is going to build His church. Not one will be lost. It’s in the light of those facts that 
we must read the next verse:


[19] And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

This is a very misunderstood verse. Many people think this means that men, the church, 
the powers that be in the church, have the keys to the kingdom of heaven, the real power 
to let people into heaven, and keep people out. That’s the view of the Roman Catholic 
Church amongst others. They really think they are the one true church and salvation can’t 
be found outside of themselves. But whatever this verse is teaching, it can’t be saying 
that, because the previous verse makes it clear that Christ is in charge of who gets into 
heaven and who doesn’t. Christ is the One building the church, not men. This verse 
speaks of the importance of decision making in the church after Christ and the apostles 
have gone from this earth and we’re left only with the two witnesses God has given us, 
the Bible and the Holy Spirit. It certainly doesn’t give men power to shut heaven up to 
anyone they choose. If we’re in a church like that, it’s a sect, not a church. Get out!




Now back to v.17. After Peter’s great confession, Christ commends Him:


[17] And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  

Only the Father could have revealed this to Peter. He wasn’t blindly following anybody, or 
parroting what someone else had said, he’d come to this conclusion because the Father 
had revealed it to him personally. Nobody, without supernatural revelation from the Father, 
can come to this conclusion. This means Peter had a living relationship with the Father. 
The Father revealing things to him personally. That’s what every one of us should desire. 
By nature we don’t have it. We need to ask that the Father might reveal Himself to us.


[20] Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus 
the Christ. 

This wasn’t the right time for the disciples to reveal this information to the world yet. The 
miracles Jesus performed already proved He was from the Father. That was the witness. 
But before the disciples could go and tell people, there was some important information 
they needed to understand first. And they only fully understood this after the resurrection.


[21] From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must 
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.  

He must go to Jerusalem and have these things happen to Him. He had to suffer and 
die. Only by His death could the sins of all those who would come to Him be atoned for. 
But this was too much for the disciples to understand yet. Suffering and dying is against 
our natural idea of what a leader ought to be like.


[22] Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: 
this shall not be unto thee.  

Peter certainly couldn’t deal with it. Suffering, giving in to the authorities and being killed – 
these are all things the world counts as weakness and defeat. So Peter objected. Peter 
didn’t notice that Christ also mentioned He’d be raised the third day, which was where the 
victory came. We only hear what we want to hear, what stands out for us, rather than 
taking in everything that’s said. Peter’s mind just got stuck on the suffering and being 
killed part of what Christ said. He spoke instinctively from his own natural heart, and 
started rebuking Christ for what He’d said. How can suffering and dying be a victory? 
How can that do any good at all? Suffering and being killed is just defeat. With his worldly 
heart, these are the lines along which he must have thought. Christ strongly rebukes him: 

[23] But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an 
offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be 
of men.  



We’ve got two completely opposite philosophies here, the things of God, and the things 
of men. Men’s ways are completely different from God’s ways.  


Isaiah 55:8

My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 

Humanly speaking, suffering and dying is defeat. Fighting and winning is victory. That’s 
how men think. That’s how Peter thought. But Christ was teaching Peter that in reality, 
exactly the opposite is the case. A few minutes before, Peter gave his confession of 
Christ being the Son of the living God, which could only have been given him as a direct 
revelation from God. So he was a genuine believer with a living relationship with the Lord. 
Yet at the same time, he was still so worldly in his thinking. And that’s what we’re like. We 
may have been given some great insights into the things of God, that can only have been 
revealed by the Father. But in many other ways, we’re still so worldly in our 
understanding. And that’s how it’s going to be like until we die. That should humble us. 
We’ve still got so much to learn: 


1 Corinthians 8:2

And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to 
know. 


All of us naturally would think the same way as Peter. Christ suffering and dying would be 
unjust for a start. Christ didn’t sin, why should an innocent man be put to death? But 
then, if we know anything about Christianity, we realise that Christ had to die. He came 
into this world to die. The death of Christ was the only way to give life to His people: 


1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. 

Christ had to suffer and die for His people, because we can’t save ourselves from our 
own sinful nature. That is the only way possible for any of us to be reconciled to God. 
Muslims talk so much about Allah being “all-forgiving,” but what they mean is that Allah 
just lets people off. There’s no basis for that forgiveness. And that idea is common in 
Christian circles too. But the idea of God just letting people off is totally against any 
concept of justice. God can’t just “let people off.” For anyone to be saved from the just 
punishment for their sin, their sin has still got to be punished somehow, either in 
themselves, or in somebody else. And that’s why Christ came to die – so the punishment 
due to His people would be taken upon Himself instead. Christ had to go that way. There 
was no alternative, otherwise God would not be just.  


Romans 3:26 

To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus.  

But then we’ve also got to ask the question: If that was the way Christ had to go, by 
suffering and defeat, how then should we, His followers, subsequently live our lives? We 



really need to look into this, because if we’re Christians, we ought to be following God’s 
ways, not man’s ways any more. So after Christ’s rebuke of Peter, He said this: 


[24] Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  

This is how we should now be living. Living for ourselves is now over. I ask this question 
to myself as much as anybody else: Have we even started on this self-sacrificial way of 
life yet? If we’re to call ourselves followers of Christ, we should be continually doing these 
three things: Denying ourselves. Taking up our cross. Following Christ. 


Deny self  
In order to say we’re followers of Christ, we should deny ourselves. That goes against 
every last natural instinct of our bodies. We naturally want comfort, to pamper ourselves, 
to please ourselves, or at least to live our lives for our own benefit. But we’re now called 
to renounce all our own ideas and plans that we might have had. If we are truly following 
Christ, life is now no longer all about me. We should rather be living lives of continually 
denying ourselves for the sake of others and, more importantly, for the kingdom of God. 


But men in history got this all wrong. Here are some things denying self does NOT mean:


It doesn’t mean that there’s any virtue in poverty. If God has blessed us with lots of 
material blessings in this world, then we should be thankful, not despise them and 
renounce them all. We should always be aware that riches in this world can, if we’re not 
careful, lead us to forget God altogether. But there’s no virtue in enforced poverty, in 
deliberately making ourselves poor. So when a monk makes a vow to poverty, chastity 
and obedience (by which he means obedience to the pope, not to God), then he’s getting 
things completely wrong. There is no inherent virtue in any of these things by themselves. 


Neither is their virtue in deliberate self-harm. Some thought they should be constantly 
beating themselves as a kind of atonement for their sins, but that’s not the case either. 


Neither is there any virtue in physically trying to get away from people by sitting on top of 
a pillar in silence, or living in the desert, or bricking yourself up in a little cell with no door. 
People have done all these things in the past, but none of it is true religion. Even if we 
could get away from people, we still can’t get away from our own sinful hearts. 


Colossians 2:23 

Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting 
of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. 

None of this is what it means to deny self. Christ has fully paid for our sins. We should 
rather live lives of thankfulness to Him for all He’s done for us. If He gives us plenty, we 
use that plenty to His glory. If He gives us little, we use that little to His glory. Either way 
we should be thankful, and not use what we have for ourselves, that’s the point. 


Christ denied Himself completely. That led Him even to death. Not all of us are necessarily 
called to die like He was, but that is the kind of sacrificial life that we’re now called to: 




Philippians 2:5-8

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. 

Christ isn’t only a Saviour, He’s also our example as to how we should live our lives: 


1 Peter 2:21-23

Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously. 

We need to recognise that by becoming a Christian, living for ourselves is at an end. 
We’re told this here: 


[25] For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it. [26] For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  

Our treasure should now be in heaven, not in this world: 


Matthew 6:19-21

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.


That’s what it means to deny self.  


Romans 8:13

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live. 

Take up our cross  
Christ had a real cross to bear. His sufferings were unique. We must be so thankful we 
don’t have to take up a cross like His. Not only did He physically die on a cross, but His 
whole life was one of suffering for righteousness sake. And on top of all that, He willingly 
took upon Himself the sins of His people, so they wouldn't have to take them upon 
themselves. We can’t truly enter in to any of this. And praise God we don’t have to. He did 
it all for us. Christ was the ultimate example of self-sacrifice. 


But in our lives, we all have our own daily burdens to deal with. God has placed all of us 
in unique and different situations. Because of sin, all these situations will be burdensome.  


John 16:33 

In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  



Maybe we’ve got an elderly relative to constantly look after, or a wayward alcoholic son, 
or a debilitating illness. Everybody’s got their own unique “crosses” to bear, and that’s 
what we’re called to do – bear them, and as Luke says, “take up your cross daily.”


We may think our problems are overwhelming and we can’t cope, but as Christians, 
we’ve got the living God to communicate with. We don’t just have a dead religion like 
Buddhism or Islam or Roman Catholicism, where what they call “prayer” is just reciting 
words. We are in communion with the living God, Lord of heaven and earth, who is the 
hearer and answerer of all our prayers. He’ll help us when things seem impossible: 


Matthew 19:26

With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 

There are people around in churches today who think that being a Christian is about 
having overcome all our problems and living the victory life. No more problems, Jesus 
came to take them all away, so we can now live a victorious life to the full. So, don’t think 
about sin any more. After all, Christ has taken it all away. Just think positive thoughts 
about yourself. That’s not Christianity. That’s humanistic philosophy creeping into the 
church. More to the point, it’s not reality. Life in this fallen world is difficult. When we 
become a Christian, our situation doesn’t change. But we now have the Lord with us to 
help, to comfort and to guide us through the difficulties of life. The difficulties don’t go 
away now we’ve become a Christian. We do still have a cross. But we’re called to take up 
our cross daily, taking one day at a time, and if we’re in a close walk with Christ, our 
crosses then become bearable. The apostle Paul had a thorn in the flesh, which he asked 
three times for the Lord to remove, but the Lord didn’t remove it, rather He told Paul: 


2 Corinthians 12:9 

My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.   

Follow me  
Thirdly, we’re called to follow Christ. At first glance, this might seem like a redundant 
phrase, the passage seems to be saying, “If any man will come after me, .... let him come 
after me.” Well, yes, that’s obvious! 


But we need to be constantly reminded of this. Our own hearts easily lead us astray. 
Many people think they’re following Christ, and they’re not. They’re following a false 
representation of Christ in their own little minds. That could have come directly from 
themselves, or it could also have come from something they’ve read, someone they’ve 
heard or some peculiar teaching of a church. We must make sure the Christ we follow is 
the true one. And there’s only one way we can do that. We must stick close to the Holy 
Scriptures. This is the only accurate record we’ve got of what Christ was really like, what 
He taught, how He fulfilled the prophecies and so on. This book is the inspired Word of 
God. Everything else, all other books, are the words of men. That doesn’t necessarily 
make them wrong, but it does mean they at least may contain mistakes. This book, the 
Bible, contains no mistakes at all, because it is the Word of God and He’s kept it free from 
error. Keep close to this book, and the Christ of this book, and we won’t go wrong.  


Impossibility 




Now we’ve looked at the life that Christ wants us to live, we can only come to one 
conclusion: it’s impossible to achieve. By nature, we not only sin, but we’re born with 
selfish desires, which seek only for the preservation and pleasure of self. As long as we’re 
enslaved to our natural instincts, we’ll find it impossible to do any of these three things. 


Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please him.    


Before we even attempt to follow Christ, we’ve got to see our inability to do it. Only when 
we’ve seen our inability can we see that we desperately need a fundamental change of 
heart, within ourselves. We must be changed. We must become new creatures. We must 
have a new heart put within us. Otherwise it’s impossible to live the Christian life. 


John 3:3

Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

There are many problems with living for ourselves: 


Firstly, it’s pointless. Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived apart from Christ, said 
about life under the sun: 


Ecclesiastes 1:14 

I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and 
vexation of spirit.  

Do we really want to live for something temporal, which will soon be gone forever? Or 
would we not rather live for eternal things, things that’ll last? Go to a graveyard. All those 
people when they were alive probably thought that they and their own little lives were so 
important. But now they’re all forgotten. If all we have is this world, life is meaningless. 


Secondly, the world’s ways are evil.  Christ said: 


John 7:7

The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof 
are evil. 

Everything about the world and its ways are vanity and evil. There is nothing good at all: 


Psalm 14:3 

There is none that doeth good, no, not one.   


As a result of all the evil in the world, there’s going to be a judgment:


[27] For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and 
then he shall reward every man according to his works.  

Jesus Christ, the Son of man, is going to judge us all according to our works. Who can 
stand? Who can escape the wrath to come? Nobody. We need a Saviour. We need to be 
changed from the inside, as individuals. We need a new nature. A nature that can at least 
begin to do good works, a new heart that can know God and communicate with Him. 




And that’s what God offers to every one of us. How do we receive this new heart, this 
fundamental change? Ask Him. 


Matthew 7:7,8

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened. 

God is a merciful God, He is a hearer of genuine prayer.  


John 6:37 

Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.   


[28] Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of 
death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.   

We must cry to Him until we’re sure we’ve received this new heart. Not only will we be 
saved from the judgment to come, but we’ll receive the ability to at least begin to follow 
Christ in this way of self-sacrifice, a way completely opposite from the way of the world. 
The world will persecute us, laugh at us and maybe even kill us. It’ll certainly be a harder 
life than it would have been just drifting along with everybody else. But it’s the only way 
that’s right. It’s the only way that’ll keep us from our sin and the consequences of it. And 
our job as Christians is to live this life, and be a witness to others of it.


May we all come to know Him, whom to know is eternal life.




Matthew 25:14-30 & Luke 17:5-10.   The Unprofitable Servant   

Jesus spoke two parables about an unprofitable servant. In the first, in Matthew 25, the 
servant ends up in a place where “there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” So we 
don’t want to be like that one. But the other servant, in Luke 17, is commended. That’s 
the one we want to be like. So, what’s the difference between the two? Lets see.   


Matthew 25:14-30  

[14] For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called 
his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.   

This first parable is given to illustrate what the kingdom of heaven is like. In the story, a 
man travels to a far country after giving all his goods to his servants to look after while 
he’s away. It’s talking about us. God is the man who’s “gone away” as it were (although 
He hasn’t really), and we’re the servants left to look after His goods.   


Notice that even while the man was away, the goods are still his. We don’t own anything 
in this world. It all belongs to the Lord. We’re only looking after it for a time. We have 
discussions in the church as to whether we should tithe – give 10% of our income to the 
Lord, or not. But it’s really the wrong discussion. 100% of what we have is His anyway.  


Psalm 50:10,12

For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. …. If I were 
hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof. 

And also notice that one day the man’s coming back. One day, God will return to this 
earth in the form of Jesus Christ, and there’ll be a judgment, an accounting, a reckoning:  


Matthew 12:36

Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment. 

[15] And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every 
man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.   

In the Old Testament, a talent was a unit of weight. In 2 Samuel 12:30 we read that the 
weight of King David’s crown was a talent of gold. But in the New Testament, apart from 
in Revelation 16:21, when stones “about the weight of a talent” start falling on people, the 
word “talent” only occurs in Matthew’s gospel, and we’re not told what it’s a weight of. 
So, it seems to no longer be a unit of weight but a unit of currency. It was still probably 
quite a large amount. Matthew had been a tax collector, so he may have occasionally 
dealt with talents, which is why we only read about them in his gospel.   


What does the “talent” in the parable represent? All we know is that they are something 
given to us by God to look after while He’s “away.” And they’re given “according to his 
several ability.” All of us have been born with different abilities – different capacities to 
understand, and capacities to do things. Those that have been given more abilities will be 
expected to do more for the same reward:




Luke 12:48

….unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required. 

There’ll always be plenty of people who have far more knowledge or abilities that we 
have. We shouldn’t worry about them. We’re not competing with anybody. All we should 
be concerned about is doing our best for the Lord ourselves with what we’ve been given.  


[16] Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and 
made them other five talents. [17] And likewise he that had received two, he also 
gained other two. [18] But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, 
and hid his lord’s money.   

We shouldn’t get confused between this parable of the talents and a similar parable in 
Luke 19:11-27, the parable of the pounds. They’re similar but different. In this parable, 
one man is given five talents, another two and another one. The man given five talents 
gains five talents more, the man given two talents gains two talents more. Both get the 
same reward. The man given two talents isn’t expected to make five talents more, just 
100% with what he’d been given. So this is about us starting with differing abilities, but 
making the same percentage profit.  


But in the parable of the pounds, in Luke 19:11-27, there are ten men and they each 
receive a pound each. We’re only told the results of three of them. One makes ten pounds 
and is given a reward of ten cities, another makes five pounds and is given a reward of 
five cities, and the other hides his pound in a napkin. They all have exactly the same to 
start with, but make differing amounts of profit. So that parable speaks of differing 
rewards in heaven depending on what we do here. That’s a different lesson altogether. 


But in both parables, the unprofitable servant (or “wicked servant” in Luke 19) teaches us 
the same lesson. Here, in Matthew 25, he buries his money in the ground, in Luke 19, he 
lays it up in a napkin, but otherwise the lesson is the same. Don’t be like him.   


[19] After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.   

Now, the reckoning. The lord comes back. And it’s after a long time. The servants must 
have been tempted to think he’s never coming back. So, even though the Lord seems to 
be delaying His return, we must always watch and pray and be ready:  


Luke 21:34-36

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, 
and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as 
a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye 
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

[20] And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, 
saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside 
them five talents more. [21] His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 



servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. [22] He also that had received two talents 
came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained 
two other talents beside them. [23] His lord said unto him, Well done, good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.   

When the lord returns, the servants must give an account of what they’d done. One day 
we’ll have to do that to the one true living God, and we won’t be able to hide anything:  


Romans 14:12

So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. 

Hebrews 4:13

All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

And here, the lord calls these two “good and faithful servant.” They’ve done everything 
the lord commanded them to do, even when he was far away and didn’t seem to be 
looking. They haven’t cheated him, but did their best with what he trusted them with. So 
the lord tells them, “thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things.” This was all a test to see if the servant could be faithful. And after the 
lord returned, the servant is rewarded with much more than he had before.  


Everything we own, everything we are, belongs to the Lord of glory. And He’s given it to 
us to look after for a while. How are we using what we’ve been given? 


Luke 16:11

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your 
trust the true riches? 

Are we diligently using everything we’ve got to the glory of God? Or are we using it for our 
own pleasure? That’s what the unprofitable servant did. He despised his lord, he didn’t 
recognise that everything he had was his lord’s, and he did his best to convince himself 
that his lord was never going to come back.   


[24] Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee 
that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where 
thou hast not strawed: [25] And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the 
earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.   

This servant thought his lord was a hard, unfair man. But that’s not true. Maybe he 
thought it was unfair that he’d only been given one talent and others had been given a lot 
more than he had. And he claims he was afraid of his lord, but he wasn’t really. While he 
was away, what was he doing? If he really had the fear of his lord in him, he would’ve 
done what his lord told him. So he didn’t really fear him at all. He hid the talent in the 
earth, to try to forget his lord ever existed. And many people do exactly that:  


Psalm 14:1

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.    



[26] His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou 
knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: [27] 
Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my 
coming I should have received mine own with usury.   

His lord calls him “wicked and slothful.” He couldn’t even be bothered to go to the bank 
and open a deposit account. He’s done absolutely nothing useful with his life. And we 
look out there in the world, and it’s full of people just like this unprofitable servant:


Ephesians 2:12

….having no hope, and without God in the world.     

They’re all living totally unprofitable lives. Living for self. What pleases self. Trying to get 
what they can out of life for themselves. And the wretched thing is that every one of us 
was like that once. We’re all born into that condition. Were all slaves to our natural 
instincts to please self. And we like it. It doesn’t bother us. We all desperately need to get 
away from this self-centred nature of ours and turn to the Lord. Otherwise we’re going to 
end up just like this unprofitable servant. That’s why God sent our Lord Jesus Christ into 
this world. He came to save us from our sins, from our selfish nature. And we all need to 
turn to Him, and put our trust in Him. He’s the only One who can help us:


John 3:17,18

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not 
is condemned already. 

[28] Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 
[29] For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but 
from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.   

The unprofitable servant didn’t do anything with the talent he was given. He had his 
opportunity to use it, and he didn’t take it. It was never his in the first place, so it was 
quite rightly taken away from him again, when his lord returned.   


But the one who had made ten talents gets even more. On the face of it, that seems a bit 
unfair. Why should he get even more? But that’s what’s going to happen. We have such a 
reward and blessing awaiting us in the next world, far more than this world could ever 
give us. But to obtain that blessing, we have to stop living for ourselves now, and make 
sure that we’re obedient to the Lord in this world with whatever He’s given us:


Luke 16:10,12

He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the 
least is unjust also in much…. And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another 
man’s, who shall give you that which is your own? 

[30] And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.   



And the unprofitable servant ends up in hell fire. Just judgment for his disobedience. The 
lesson is: Don’t be like this unprofitable servant.   


Now let’s look at the other unprofitable servant. He’s altogether different.  


Luke 17:5-10  

[5] And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.   

The disciples ask a question: “Increase our faith.” Well, that’s a good thing to want. 
Faith can vary in size. Many times the Lord rebukes the disciples, and others, by saying, 
“O ye of little faith.” And Christ once said about a Centurion, “I have not found so great 
faith, no, not in Israel.” So it’s not wrong to ask for an increase in faith. That’s good. 


But the Lord replies:   


[6] And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto 
this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; 
and it should obey you.   

There are also other passages which talk of faith as a grain of mustard seed being able to 
move mountains. 


Now this statement of our Lord’s is very much misunderstood. We’re agreed a mustard 
seed is the smallest of the seeds. Christ tells us that in another parable:  


Matthew 13:31,32

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of 
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: Which indeed is the least of all 
seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

So we’re told here that just a very small amount of faith, the size of a grain of mustard 
seed, can move a tree or a mountain. The problem is that people think that’s possible. 


Now, I’ve never seen anyone move a mountain. So maybe it’s talking of a spiritual 
mountain, something big in your life that seems immoveable, but then if we just have 
enough faith to pray, it’ll disappear and we can live the victory life, with all our problems in 
this world taken away. But I don’t think that’s what Christ meant either.  


To answer their question to increase their faith, Christ told them, effectively, that nobody’s 
got faith even the size of a mustard seed. And we should never think we have either.  


We must believe in Christ for salvation, so we must have some faith to be saved. But the 
point is that we’re not to boast in what great faith we have. We should always keep in 
mind that none of us can ever have even as much faith as a grain of mustard seed. 




When the disciples asked the Lord to increase their faith, Christ replied in the way He did, 
because He knew that if they did have their faith increased, they’d start to boast about it. 
Later on they started to ask among themselves which one of them was the greatest.   


This is a call by the Lord to humble us, to bring us down to reality. Yes, we need faith, yes, 
it’s possible to have great faith, like the Centurion, but even he couldn’t heal his servant 
by his faith, he still had to go to Christ to do it. We shouldn’t go about boasting that we’ve 
got such great faith that we can move mountains, because we can’t. Faith is a gift of God. 
He gives us just as much as we need at the time we need it. 


Ephesians 2:8,9

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

To further clarify Christ’s answer, He tells them this parable of an unprofitable servant.  


[7] But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by 
and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat? [8] And will not 
rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve 
me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?   

If a man has a servant, after the servant has done his work in the field, is that the end of 
his duties? Does he tell his servant, “You go and eat first. Don’t bother about me, you can 
get my supper later”? No! As long as the servant is in his master’s time, it’s his duty to 
serve his master. That’s what he’s paid to do. He’s got to work in the field, then get his 
master’s supper, and only when he’s finished serving his master for the day, he can then 
go home and get his own supper. A servant’s duty, in work time, is to serve his master.   


[9] Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded 
him? I trow not.   

And the master doesn’t need to thank him either. If he did something over and above his 
duty, then thanks would be due. I mean, if we clock off from our day’s work, and we find 
our boss in the car park and his car won’t start, what do we do? It’s out of work time, so 
we’ve got no obligation to help him at all. We could just walk off and leave him to it, if we 
wanted to. But if we did stay behind for half an hour in our own time to help him get his 
car fixed, then thanks would be due to us, because we didn’t have to do that. 


But as long as we’re in work time, we’ve got to do what he says, and he’s got no 
obligation to thank us for it. Doing what’s commanded, warrants no thanks at all.   


[10] So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded 
you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.  

As long as we’re in our master’s time, we just do what’s commanded of us. No thanks are 
due to us, we’ve just done our duty. We’re just an unprofitable servant.  




Once we’ve become a Christian, and been truly born again of the Spirit of God, we don’t 
serve ourselves any more. We’re now the Lord’s servants:  


1 Corinthians 7:22

For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise also he 
that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant. 

If we’re now the Lord’s servant, we should give our entire lives over to Him. There’s no 
clocking off on this job. So we should do everything He commands of us, and never 
pretend we’re so good, we deserve thanks or a reward in any way.   


The first parable taught the idea of some kind of reward in the next world. But we 
shouldn’t try to please God on this earth for what we’re going to get out of it in the next. 
That’s some kind of works religion. We should want to please Him here because we love 
Him, and are thankful for what He’s done for us. It’s not us that should be thanked for 
anything we do for God, it’s God that should be thanked for everything He’s done for us.  


So, Christ is telling his disciples that everything they do in this world is only their duty 
anyway, so they should stop trying to boast how much faith they’ve got.  This answers 
their demand: “Increase our faith.” 

On one occasion, Christ gave seventy men special powers to cast out devils. They were 
so excited about having these powers, but Christ had to rebuke them:  


Luke 10:17,20

And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us 
through thy name. And He [Christ] said unto them…. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, 
that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in 
heaven. 

All this is teaching humility. We should never boast in what the Lord’s given us to do, or 
how successful we’ve been in what we’ve done for Him. I’ve met so many people who 
would say something like, “I led three people to the Lord last night,” or “I’ve been doing 
this for the Lord,” or “I’ve been doing that for the Lord,” and it’s just boasting. Christ 
wants us to get rid of that attitude from our lives altogether. We’re called to humility. 


Matthew 5:5

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

1 Peter 5:5,6

God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time. 

This “unprofitable servant” in Luke 17 was altogether different from the one in Matthew 
25. In Matthew 25, he was truly unprofitable. He was wicked and slothful. He did 
absolutely nothing with what he was given. He fully deserved a place “in outer darkness 
where there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”   

But this “unprofitable servant” in Luke 17 was exactly the opposite. He wasn’t really 
unprofitable at all. In fact he “did all those things which were commanded him.” He 
was very profitable, just like the first two servants in Matthew 25, who received the 



reward. He didn’t deserve “outer darkness,” he deserved to “enter into the joy of the 
Lord.” The parable is teaching us to have his attitude of heart. To do everything 
commanded of us, but never, never to boast about it. But rather to see ourselves as 
unprofitable servants.  


Christians are called to a very privileged life. We’re called to be witnesses of the one true 
God Lord of heaven and earth. If we’re true believers, God has shown us the way of 
salvation, given us a new heart, and put the Holy Spirit inside us to guide and help us. We 
are God’s chosen people. But we should never boast in our exalted status.  


Our natural hearts make us so proud of ourselves. If we follow our natural heart, we’ll be 
like the orthodox Jew, thinking he’s one of God’s chosen people, despising unbelievers 
and feeling himself far superior. That’s not the attitude we should have. But if we follow 
the new heart the Lord gives us, we’ll be humbled to the dust. We won’t be boasting 
we’re God’s chosen people, even though we are. We’ll rather be saying, “Why has God 
chosen me, and not my neighbour?” The new heart is a source of humility, not pride.  


Whatever we have, it’s been given us from the Lord: 


1 Corinthians 4:7

For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 

And because we’re so naturally proud in our hearts, God often has to come into our lives 
to bring us down, in case we get exalted above measure. Paul was given a thorn in the 
flesh, to keep him from feeling proud of himself for the revelations he’d been given:  


2 Corinthians 12:7

And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. 

And the further he matured in the faith, the more he saw his own wretchedness, and the 
more this would keep him down, keep him from boasting in anything in himself:  


Ephesians 3:8

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

1 Timothy 1:15

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 

Romans 7:24,25

O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The bottom line is that in ourselves we are nothing:  


Galatians 6:3

For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 



That’s the attitude we need. The world doesn’t have it. The world boasts all day long 
about it’s achievements. But we’re different. We know we’ve got nothing to boast about 
except our sin. Any good we’ve got is from the Lord. So let’s glorify Him in our lives.  


Finally, here’s a challenge to us. What about this verse. Christ said:  


Matthew 5:16

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. 

How is it possible to let our light shine before men, in this way: that people may see the 
good works which the Lord does through us (we can’t do any in and of ourselves), and 
never glorify us, but glorify our Father in heaven? Mother Teresa did a lot of good works, 
which the world saw, but look what’s happened to her. She’s recently been made a saint 
in the Roman Catholic church. All those supposed good works that she did have ended 
up pointing to herself, not God. And that’s the problem with worshipping saints, as 
Roman Catholics do. They end up glorifying the saint, not God.  


So, this is the challenge that I don’t know the answer to: How can we live godly lives, 
doing good works and yet not pointing to ourselves but glorifying God alone? That’s our 
challenge. That’s true humility. But how we do it, I’ve no idea. We need the Lord.  




Matthew 27:33-60. (Luke 23:34). Father Forgive Them 

Read Matthew 27:33-60 

I know we read from Matthew’s account of the crucifixion of Christ, but I actually want to 
take as a text one verse from Luke’s account: 


Luke 23:34 
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 

Christ said this just as the Roman soldiers were casting lots for His clothing and nailing 
Him to the cross. While Christ was physically being put to death by wicked men, He still 
asked for forgiveness for them. And He said that they don’t know what they’re doing. In 
other words, they don’t realise who they’re killing. They’re killing the Lord of glory, the Son 
of God, God manifest in the flesh. We’re told:


1 Corinthians 2:7,8

But we [believers] speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which 
God ordained before the world unto our glory: Which none of the princes of this world 
knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

If they’d have known exactly who they were putting to death, they would never had done 
this. But they did do it. Because they hated Christ so much. Christ said:


John 7:7

The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof 
are evil. 

So we’ve got two questions to ask here. First of all, who are the ones Christ is asking 
forgiveness for? And secondly, did God the Father answer Christ’s prayer?


The answer to the first question, who are the ones Christ was asking forgiveness for, are 
primarily the Roman soldiers who were physically nailing Him to a cross when He said 
those words. That’s the context. But I also want to look at the others on the scene too.


[33] And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place 
of a skull, [34] They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had 
tasted thereof, he would not drink.  

This sets the scene. And the first thing that happened when Christ arrived at the site of 
crucifixion, was that He was given vinegar mixed with gall. They probably did this to 
everybody about to be crucified, to numb the pain. Christ deliberately didn’t drink it, 
because it was important the pain wasn’t lessened at all. Why? This death was unique.


Christ came into the world to die. That was His whole purpose. God sent Him into the 
world to be a sacrifice for sin. Not for His own sin, He didn’t have any. But for ours. In His 
death, He took the full punishment upon Himself for the sins of all those who trust in Him. 




There are two things we need to know. We all deserve to die for our sins. And there is 
going to be a judgment. That’s God’s justice. He sent Christ into the world to take away 
sin. If we don’t trust in Him, we must endure the punishment for our own sin ourselves.


So we must take these things deadly seriously. We’ve got many people who want to 
lessen His pain, who want to find an easier way to have their sins forgiven. They just think 
forgiveness of sin is such a light thing. Just say sorry and move on. But it’s not a light 
thing. There is no easier way to have our sons forgiven but by the death of Christ. He 
prayed in Gethsemane:


Matthew 26:39

O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as 
thou wilt. 

There is no other way. Christ alone had to pay the price for sin in exactly the way He did.


[35] And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, 
and upon my vesture did they cast lots.  

Here we’ve got the first group of people at the cross, the Roman soldiers. They’ve 
already, earlier in the passage, mocked Him and scourged Him and had a good laugh at 
His expense. They hated Him. They saw Him as weak and pathetic. Men laugh at people 
like that. It’s dreadful really, isn’t it. And they cast lots for his clothing. They couldn’t 
possibly have known that by doing this they were fulfilling the prophecy of Psalm 22:18 
written a thousand years before.


Then they nailed Him to the cross. It was at this point, according to Luke, that Christ said 
the words, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

[36] And sitting down they watched him there;     

After they’d done their duty, and set the cross upright, they sat down and watched. These 
were the executioners. They did this regularly. It was just a job. This was their lunch break. 
They had to wait until they were all dead, clear up the mess, then they could go home.


[37] And set up over his head his accusation written, this is Jesus the King of the 
Jews. 
  
The first thing that’s different about this crucifixion, compared to others, is the accusation 
written above Christ’s head. It wasn’t a crime. It wasn’t even, “He said He was the king of 
the Jews,” which I suppose could be thought of as treasonable. That’s what the religious 
leaders wanted, but Pilate the Roman governor wouldn’t let them.


[38] Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and 
another on the left. 



And here we’re introduced to the second group of people at the cross, the two thieves 
who were crucified with Him. They had no love for Him either: go down to v.44:


[44] The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth.  

Then we’re introduced to a third group of people. They that passed by:


[39] And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, [40] And saying, 
Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the cross.  

Most of these were passing by, so they didn’t stay. So we can’t really count these people 
in the wider number to whom Christ said, “Father forgive them.” They were just passing 
by, reflecting public opinion. They weren’t going to hang around to see what happened. 
And there were other more notable people who weren’t there either. Annas and Caiaphas 
the high priests, or Pilate the governor. They all had far more important things to do with 
their lives than waste time watching a routine public execution. They’d passed the 
sentence, but they just let the authorities get on with it. The world just carried on.


But some of the chief priests, scribes and elders did stay around. And they didn’t have 
much love for Him either, they mocked Him just as much:


[41] Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 
[42] He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now 
come down from the cross, and we will believe him. [43] He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God.  

We’ve got all these groups around the cross, within earshot of Christ saying, “Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And, up to now, all of them without 
exception mocked Him and hated Him. They all want Him dead. So, up to this point, God 
the Father hasn’t forgiven them at all. The prayer has not been answered at this point in 
time. And then we have this mysterious three hours of darkness:


[45] Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth 
hour.  

What happened in that three hours, we cannot possibly enter into. Christ at least felt He 
had been forsaken of the Father. Had He been forsaken by the Father? Well, this was the 
work He came to do. The Father never loved Him more than during that time when He 
was making atonement for our sins. The sinless Son of God having the burden of our sins 
put on His shoulders, so we who believe could go free. We can’t enter into that at all.


This was so different from an ordinary, routine crucifixion. And it affected everyone who 
was there. And we’ll look at them all. But the light dawned on one person even before this 
three hours of darkness began. One of the thieves. We’re told in Luke:




Luke 23:39-43

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, 
save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the due 
reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, 
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say 
unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

Here, in Matthew’s account, both the thieves railed on Him. But, according to Luke, one 
of them suddenly changes, and turns on his companion, and rebukes him for what he 
himself had been doing minutes earlier. How can we explain this sudden change? The 
fear of God had been put into Him. Suddenly everything was now different. Before, he 
didn’t know what he was saying, but now, everything makes sense. What did he see?


He saw exactly how different this man Jesus was. He saw his own, and the other thief’s 
sin, and the fact that they both deserved to be there. He saw that Christ didn’t deserve to 
be there, because Christ had done nothing wrong. He saw that Christ was a king. But it 
couldn’t be of a kingdom in this world, because they weren’t going to be in this world 
much longer. So the kingdom must be in the next world. And he’s bold enough to ask 
Christ the king for entrance into it. To which Christ replies positively. Where did he get all 
that theology from? Bible college? No! God the Father revealed it all to him personally.


That’s the first spark of light we see in this situation. The Father has forgiven one of the 
thieves, and he has received entry into paradise, Christ’s kingdom after death. And what’s 
the first thing he does? He witnesses to the other thief. We all tend to call the other thief 
the “unrepentant thief,” and assume he never repented. But we don’t actually know if he 
saw the light as well or not, we’re not told. So we can’t say about him that the Father 
never forgave him. Because we don’t know. But here’s the first answer to Christ’s prayer.


[46] And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [47] 
Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for 
Elias.  

At the end of the three hours of darkness, Christ gave out this great cry, “Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, Why hast thou forsaken me.” Some 
there thought He was calling on Elijah. They got it wrong. He was actually quoting the first 
verse of Psalm 22. So the moral of the story is, be familiar with your Bible. But at least 
some had suddenly taken an interest in the situation. This is no ordinary crucifixion.


[48] And straightway one of them ran, and took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, 
and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink.  

One of them tried to help Him by giving Him a sponge filled with vinegar. This drink had 
no gall in it to numb the pain, and in any case, Christ had finished His work on the cross. 
He’d paid the price for our sin. John tells us He shouted, “It is finished.” The work has 
been completed. So He took this drink. It was an act of kindness from one of the crowd. 
Well, that’s strange. Nobody had showed Him kindness before. They’d just mocked Him. 



But some anonymous person in the crowd had changed from railing on Him, to showing 
Him an act of kindness. Another answer to Christ’s prayer, “Father forgive them.” 

[49] The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 

They’re all taking an interest now. Just three hours beforehand they were shouting in His 
face. Whatever happened in those three hours, it kept their attention, and changed them. 
They’re no longer railing on Him but are now taking an interest in what’ll happen next.


[50] Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.  

They didn’t have to wait long. Elijah never came to save Him. He died. Was that it? Could 
they go home now? Well, a sequence of very strange events took place after this:


[51] And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 
and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  

First of all, the veil in the Temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom. This signified 
that the way into the holy of holies was now open. The Temple has this great curtain. Only 
the High Priest once a year was allowed to go in behind it to sprinkle blood, signifying the 
taking away of sin. There was also a year round ritual of animal sacrifices, all of which was 
a picture of the one true sacrifice which would one day really come and take away sin. 
That’s what Jesus had just accomplished in that three hours on the cross. Now there’s no 
need for the pictures any more. In fact within one generation, God would destroy the 
Temple altogether, never again to be rebuilt. The veil being torn in two, was God showing 
that access into the real tabernacle in heaven is now open to all. Jesus Christ has come.


Then there was an earthquake. I heard someone once say Satan causes earthquakes. 
That’s not true. He’s a very powerful enemy, but he’s a spiritual enemy. He’s the accuser 
of the brethren. He can’t produce earthquakes. Only God Himself can do that.


[52] And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 
[53] And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, 
and appeared unto many.  

This was a unique occurrence, which is a bit out of sequence because we’re told it took 
place after the resurrection. And Matthew is the only one who records it. So we can’t 
speculate too much. Notice it was the bodies of the saints that arose and appeared to 
many. That must have frightened the authorities in Jerusalem. Because they’d been 
putting the saints to death, over many generations.


Matthew 23:34-36

Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from city to city: That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed 
upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 



Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these 
things shall come upon this generation.


And after all this, something remarkable happened to the Roman soldiers:


[54] Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the 
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this 
was the Son of God.  

When Christ said, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do,” the primary 
context was the Roman soldiers. Their crucifying Christ hadn’t bothered them before, 
they were just doing their job. But, in Luke’s account, we read that now the Centurion 
said, “Certainly this was a righteous man.” And here we read that both “the Centurion and 
they that were with him” “feared greatly” and said, “Truly this was the Son of God.”


So, did God the Father answer Christ’s prayer, “Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do”? Of course He did. Every one of the Roman soldiers there was converted. 
What a change. What a lunch break. From mocking Him and nailing Him to a cross, not 
knowing what they were doing, to fearing God and suddenly realising who He really was. 


Now, just before Christ raised Lazarus from the dead we’re told:


John 11:41,42

Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted 
up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou 
hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may 
believe that thou hast sent me. 

God the Father always hears His Son and answers His every prayer. Because He was 
sinless. He always did the things that pleased the Father. So, the Father always heard 
Him. So, for example, in John 17, Christ prayed for Christian unity:


John 17:20,21

Neither pray I for these alone [the disciples], but for them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

The Ecumenical Movement think this means Christ is praying for all the denominations to 
get together to try and be as much one as they possibly can. But we’ve got to make the 
effort. No! True Christians, those who have had a new heart put within them, who truly 
love the Lord in their hearts, are already one in Christ Jesus. Christ prayed to His Father 
we may be one, so therefore we are all one. Whenever we meet a fellow believer in Christ, 
we already have sweet fellowship:


1 John 3:14

We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.  

We don’t need to make an effort at unity, we already have it with every real believer. God 
the Father answers every prayer of God the Son.




And then we’re introduced to another group who were there:


[55] And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from 
Galilee, ministering unto him: [56] Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children. 

We haven’t come across this group in the narrative yet, but there was a group of women 
there. They were looking on at the crucifixion from afar off. These were already followers 
of Christ, so maybe they didn’t want to get too close in case they were recognised.


We think of Christ going around with His disciples, a group of men. But there were also 
women who followed Jesus from Galilee and ministered to Him. They were all there at the 
cross, albeit at a distance. Where were the men, the disciples? We’ve no record of any of 
them being at the cross, apart from John, to whom Christ committed His mother for her 
care. We’re told that, after Gethsemane, the disciples all forsook Him and fled:


Matthew 26:56

….Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 

They were despondent after this point, and only came to see the truth for themselves 
after the resurrection.


Now, just as an aside, it’s an interesting exercise to look at all four gospels, and the lists 
of the women at the cross. We can deduce some interesting facts. 


Mary Magdalene is the only one named in all four gospels. She is commonly thought to 
have been a prostitute. But there’s nothing in the Bible about that. We only know two 
things about her. Her name, Magdalene, probably meant she came from Magdala, on the 
Sea of Galilee. And we’re told that Christ cast seven devils out of her. That’s all we know. 


Then there’s Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses. This could be Christ’s 
mother, because He had half brothers with those names, but that’s very unlikely. If it 
referred to Christ’s mother, the text would have said. It could possibly be the mother of 
the apostles James and Judas (not Iscariot), because this James was the lesser known of 
the two apostle James’s, in which case she’s the wife of Alphaeus. Or it could even be the 
mother of Barnabas, because his real name was Joses. We don’t know for sure.


Then there was Salome, who, we’re told, was the mother of Zebedee’s children, namely 
the apostles James and John. We can also deduce that she was Christ’s mother’s sister. 
So, when Christ committed His mother to the care of John, He was committing her to His 
cousin, because by this time, both Joseph and Zebedee had died. We know that none of 
Mary’s other children believed at this point, although they did later, so Christ was 
committing His mother to the nearest believing relative. Maybe that’s why John was the 
only disciple at the cross. If anybody cornered him, he could say he was simply there as a 
close relative. In any case, John tells us himself that he was known to the high priest:


John 18:15

And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple [the writer, John]: that 
disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the high 
priest. 



That’s interesting, isn’t it. John seemed to be under the radar of the religious authorities, 
whereas Peter would never have been able to get into the High Priest’s palace alone. 
There is sometimes prudence in keeping one’s head down.


Now, what about the chief priests, scribes and the elders. What happened to them after 
the crucifixion? Were they all converted too? We don’t know. But we’re told in Luke:


Luke 23:48

And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things which were 
done, smote their breasts, and returned. 

All the people who witnessed the crucifixion of Christ were heavily affected in some way. 
Nobody was mocking Him or railing upon Him any more. They “smote their breasts” as 
they returned home. And by Acts chapter 6, we’re told:


Acts 6:7

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem 
greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

And then we read of one member of the ruling council in particular:


[57] When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named 
Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple: [58] He went to Pilate, and begged 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered.  

John tells us that Joseph of Arimathaea had been a secret disciple of Christ’s for a while:


John 19:38

And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him 
leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.  

He didn’t want to lose his position on the ruling council, so he’d been following Christ 
secretly. We’re told there were several secret believers on the council:


John 12:42,43

Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For they 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 

The ruling council had such a tight grip over the people, they were too scared of being 
open about their faith. But look at Joseph now. He’s not scared any more of what the 
council might do to him. He boldly goes up to Pilate and asks for the body of Christ, 
which he gives him. He doesn’t care if the council knew it or not. And this is the beginning 
of the end of the iron rule of the religious leaders of Christ’s day.


We’re not actually told Joseph was there at the cross, this was in the evening. But it 
would have been odd if he wasn’t there. For a start, he knew Christ was dead, which is 
more than Pilate knew. And I just wonder if it was he who managed to persuade a group 



of his fellow priests, scribes and elders to be there to witness Christ’s crucifixion. He 
wouldn’t have joined in with the mocking, but maybe he was there and had brought them.


[59] And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, [60] 
And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a 
great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 

Joseph of Arimathaea would have needed help for that, and John tells us he had a helper:


John 19:39

And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 

Nicodemus was the man in John 3, who came to Jesus by night because he was so 
scared the authorities would find out. But now he receives boldness too, and isn’t 
bothered who knows what he’s doing any more. The cross of Christ not only changed 
people from darkness to light, from mocking Him to taking Him seriously, but it also 
emboldened those who believed already but had before been too afraid to show it.


Christ’s prayer, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do,” was most 
certainly answered. Every single person at the cross was affected by what they saw. 


God the Father always answered Christ’s prayers, because He always did the things that 
pleased Him. He was sinless. But what about us? Does the Father always answer our 
prayers? No! We’re not perfect like Christ was. We often ask for wrong things.


James 4:3

Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 

So if we ask for a million pounds, we probably wouldn’t get it because we’d use it on 
ourselves. But if God wanted us to have it to build His kingdom, and He thought He could 
trust us with it, He might just give it to us. John says:


1 John 5:14,15

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of him. 

God does answer every one of our prayers, as long as they are according to His will. 


We know that God delights that men would turn to Him, that we would repent of our sins, 
that we should finish trusting in ourselves and put our trust in Him. So if we ask these 
things of Him, He’ll surely give them to us. But we have to first forsake our sin and trust in 
what the Lord Jesus Christ did for us in those three hours of darkness to take our sin 
away. Only Christ can save us, if we come to Him. Mohammed can’t save anybody. 
Buddha can’t save anybody. They didn’t make an atoning sacrifice for sin. But Christ did.


Acts 4:12




Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved. 



Mark 4:1-20.  The Parable of the Sower              

Read Mark 4:1-34 

I want to look today at the parable of the sower. 


[1] And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a 
great multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole 
multitude was by the sea on the land. [2] And he taught them many things by 
parables, and said unto them in his doctrine, [3] Hearken; Behold, there went out a 
sower to sow: 
  
Christ’s speaks to a great multitude from a boat so they can all hear. In Luke 5:3 He does 
the same, and there we’re told that He borrowed Peter’s boat. That could have been the 
same occasion, but if Luke’s narrative is chronological, it isn’t. So maybe Christ made a 
habit of preaching from a boat, we don’t know. 


Before we look at the parable, it would be interesting to know why Christ taught in 
parables at all. People who don’t know their Bibles very well tell us He spoke in parables 
so people could understand Him better. But that’s not the reason at all, because we’re 
told here exactly the opposite was the case: 


[11] And he said unto them, Unto you [the disciples] it is given to know the mystery 
of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in 
parables: [12] That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may 
hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins 
should be forgiven them. 

Christ spoke in parables deliberately to hide the truth from the multitudes. Now that 
seems very strange at first, why on earth would He want to do that? Later on it says: 


Mark 4:33,34

And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it. 
But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded 
all things to his disciples.


It says here, “as they were able to hear it.” So, when He spoke to the multitudes, after 
giving the story to them without explanation, we’re told:


[9] And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

He challenged them. What are you going to do with this parable? And He left them 
thinking about it. He only spoke “as they were able to hear it.” He never gave them 
anything they were unable to understand. They were able to hear and understand what 
He said, but the question is, were they willing?




Most of the crowd only followed Him for the free healthcare. They weren’t bothered about 
His teaching. So those people just drifted off. But if we were there, and we wanted to 
know more, what would we have done? Surely, we would’ve gone up to Him to ask. 
Christ was always approachable. He would never turn anyone away. And that’s why 
Christ did things like this. He only explained parables to those who wanted to know more.


[10] And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him 
the parable. 

“They that were about Him with the twelve.” So the word “disciples” doesn’t just mean 
the twelve. It included anybody else who wanted to know more. These were His disciples, 
His followers. All who asked Him for more.


Do any of us want to know more about God, about the Lord Jesus Christ? Has something 
been put on our heart to desire to know more about Him? There is something we can do. 
We can come to church, we can talk to the minister, we can read our Bible, these are all 
good things, but the best thing of all is that we can ask Christ Himself. Pray to Him. Sit at 
His feet. Learn of Him. He said:


Matthew 7:7,8

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened.


Matthew 11:29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.


[13] And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all 
parables? 

Christ here even challenges the disciples. Telling them that they ought to know the 
meaning of the parables. And so should we. So let’s look at this parable of the sower.


[3] Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 

[14] The sower soweth the word.   

We’re told the seed is the word, the word of God. But who’s the sower? Ultimately, it’s 
God. But the Lord likes to use means, and we are the usual means by which He sows His 
word. Wherever and whenever we witness to anybody of the things of the Lord, whether 
in church, in open air meetings, or just in general conversation, that’s the sowing process.


But we need to recognise our limitations. All we can do is sow. And maybe water a bit. 
But we can’t produce life. We can’t make anything grow. The apostle Paul said:


1 Corinthians 3:6,7




I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.


We’re just instruments God uses to do the sowing. Let’s not pretend we’re anything more. 


So, let’s look at the first type of soil, the wayside.


[4] And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the 
air came and devoured it up. 

[15] And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they 
have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in 
their hearts. 

The first type of hearer here is compared to the seed that fell by the wayside. People hear 
the gospel, they come across the things of God, and there’s no response, they just walk 
away. I’m sure we know many people like that. In fact, we were all like that once. 


Ephesians 2:12

Having no hope and without God in the world.


The only feeling we should have towards such people is pity. We were there. We know 
exactly what it was like. But the Lord dealt with us. He changed us, when we were least 
expecting Him to do so. And he can change them too.


1 Corinthians 6:11

And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.


It says here, Satan comes and immediately takes away the word that was “sown in their 
hearts.” This phrase “sown in their hearts” has made some think these are truly 
converted but fall away quickly. But that’s not possible. The heart here is just another 
metaphor for soil. That’s where the seed goes. In Luke’s gospel we’re told:


Luke 8:12

….then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should 
believe and be saved. 

So these people aren’t saved at all. The devil makes sure they aren’t. The soil is so hard 
on the wayside, it just bounces off and produces nothing. 


Giving such people the word isn’t a waste of time. They’ve at least now heard it. We leave 
results with the Lord. They may repent later on and we know nothing about it. But if they 
deliberately continue to reject the word, continuing to be hard, wayside soil, they will be 
judged accordingly.


2 Thessalonians 1:7-9

….the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 



Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power; 

Now, in complete contrast, let’s have a look at the good soil:


[8] And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; 
and brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred. 

[20] And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and 
receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

The fourth type of hearer is compared to the seed that fell in good soil. If the seed falls in 
good soil, the root establishes itself, it grows and produces fruit. That’s the true believer. 
This is where we all need to be. We’re all born wayside hearers, with no interest in the 
things of God. But God changes hearts. A true believer is someone who has been 
changed by the Lord from within. He’s been born-again, he’s become a new creature in 
Christ. His stony, wayside heart has been broken up by the Lord, and is now good soil. 
And now he’s doing what the Lord has called Him to do – producing fruit. That’s the 
purpose of every Christian – to produce fruit. Spiritual fruit:


Galatians 5:22,23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.


These are the marks of the real Christian. Before we became a Christian, we couldn’t 
produce any of these at all. This is the fruit of the Spirit. We never had the Holy Spirit 
within us before we became a Christian. But the true believer has been fundamentally 
changed. The Holy Spirit has come to dwell within Him, and He now has the ability to 
produce spiritual fruit. And the fruit we produce is our witness to the world. The more fruit 
we produce, the more of an effective witness we can be to everyone around. 


There are the only two types of people in the world. Those who’ve been born again of the 
Spirit of God, and those who haven’t. There’s no other type. We’re all either one or the 
other. Now, it would be a lot easier if these were the only two types of soil. We could then 
easily distinguish between unbelievers and believers. At least we’d know where 
everybody stood. But life isn’t that simple. Just to confuse things, there are two other 
types of soil, stony ground and thorny ground. 


There are unbelievers who appear to be Christians but they’ve never been born again, 
and there are believers, who have truly been born again, but they appear to be no 
different from unbelievers. And I think that’s what we’re talking about here with these two 
types of soil. 


First the stony ground hearer:




[5] And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it 
sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: [6] But when the sun was up, it was 
scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 

[16] And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they 
have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; [17] And have no root in 
themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution 
ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 

The stony ground hearer hears the word and receives it with joy. He calls himself a 
Christian. He joins the church. He may be in the church for a long time. He may be in a 
high position in the church. But he’s never been born-again of the Spirit of God in his 
heart, because we’re told that these “have no root in themselves.” He’s a hypocrite.


A hypocrite is someone who professes with his mouth to be a Christian but who isn’t 
really a true Christian in his heart. He’s never had the fundamental  heart change 
necessary. Christ had most of His opposition from hypocrites: 


Matthew 15:7-9

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me 
with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in 
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.


There are many warnings in the Bible to look out for hypocrites in the church.


Matthew 7:22,23

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.


How do we recognise a hypocrite? Well, to start with, we’re told: 


Matthew 7:20

….by their fruits ye shall know them.


So if they’re in the church but not producing fruit, we should be wary of them. But that 
isn’t an infallible principle. We’re going to find out in a minute that there are also some 
true believers who don’t produce fruit. So we can’t judge infallibly by this means, but we 
can use it as a general principle.


In fact it can be almost impossible to discern the hypocrite. They can look so much like 
the true believer. They can copy fruit production quite well, they’re very good actors. In 
the end only God knows the heart. We’re not called to judge anyone, because we can’t 
see the heart. We’re to accept an outward credible profession of faith until their hypocrisy 
becomes obvious.


Matthew 7:1.

Judge not, that ye be not judged. 


There is one sure way hypocrites can be flushed out of the church, and that’s when 
tribulation or persecution comes. Then they can’t be seen for dust.




Maybe a muslim army comes into our town, puts a sword to everyone’s neck and tells us 
all to convert to Islam or die. A hypocrite will have no problems doing that to save his 
skin. But the true Christian would rather die than deny His Lord.


Although we shouldn’t look for persecution, that’s often the reason why God sometimes 
brings it on a church, to purge it of hypocrites.


That’s the stony ground hearer, the hypocrite. He professes belief in Christ, but he’s never 
been born again. Now the thorny ground hearer:


 

[7] And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it 
yielded no fruit. 

[18] And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, [19] 
And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other 
things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

The thorny ground hearer hears the word, and responds to it, and he also joins the 
church. Now for many years, I thought the thorny ground hearer wasn’t a true believer 
either, because we’re told here he’s unfruitful. But I’ve changed my mind. I now really 
think this does refer to a true believer, but he’s a backslider, he’s a disobedient Christian. 
That’s why he’s not producing fruit.


There is a root within him. He’s alive, but he’s being choked. Notice it says “becometh 
unfruitful.” That suggests he used to produce fruit but he’s now stopped. Other things 
have taken priority in his life. The “cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches 
and the lusts of other things entering in.”  

Our cares and concerns in this world, which are all genuine, take over and overwhelm 
us. We stop trusting in the Lord to look after us. He has told us:


1 Peter 5:7

Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

 

Philippians 4:6,7

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.


We need to unburden our cares onto the Lord, not try to think everything is on our 
shoulders. But we don’t do that, and our cares overwhelm us.


Then there’s “the deceitfulness of riches.” This is especially a concern in a country like 
ours, where we all have plenty. We quite like our nice homes, our comfortable lives. Being 
rich isn’t wrong in itself, Abraham and Solomon were rich. But it can deceive so easily. It 
gets in the way of our walk with the Lord.


1 Timothy 6:10

….the love of money is the root of all evil .




Matthew 6:24

Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  


And the “lusts of other things” enter in and get in the way. We want too much. We need 
to stop desiring things, and become like the apostle Paul, who said:


Philippians 4:11

I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.


If we’re truly the Lord’s people, we should make sure that none of these things get in the 
way and choke the plant so it can’t produce fruit any more. The good thing is that nothing 
can get so much in the way that we lose our salvation altogether. It’s not possible for a 
true believer to lose his salvation. We can’t be un-born again. We’ve so many promises in 
the Bible about that:


Romans 8:38,39

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 10:27,28

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 


Hebrews 13:5

I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.


A true believer can never lose his salvation, but he can become unfruitful. That’s why 
there are so many Bible passages calling us to be diligent, to walk worthy of our calling 
and so on. They’re not there because if we don’t, we’ll lose our salvation. They call us to 
be diligent, because if we’re not, we become unfruitful. We let the thorns choke us. In 
other words, we lose our witness to the world. 


2 Peter 1:5-8

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and 
to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to 
godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in 
you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 

Peter is writing to true believers – we’re told they all have faith. He calls them to add to 
their faith all these attributes. What are these attributes? These are all fruit. Fruit 
production is an active thing on our part. We shouldn’t sit back and say to ourselves, 
“Now we’re saved the Lord will do everything.” No, we need to be up and doing. 


The Lord has given us a new heart. That’s out of sheer grace. We didn’t deserve it at all. 
That new heart then gives us the capacity to produce fruit, which we never had before. 
But we then have to make an effort to be fruitful.


When we backslide, we become barren and unfruitful. And, as long as we’re in a 
backslidden state, we’re miserable. The Lord makes sure of that. He doesn’t like to see us 



in a backslidden state, so He makes us miserable that we might come back to Him. He 
chastises all those He loves: 


Hebrews 12:6

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.


Here’s another passage. This uses a different metaphor. It talks about building rather than 
fruit, but the message is the same:


1 Corinthians 3:11-15

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any 
man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every 
man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work 
abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be 
burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.


This passage is talking about believers. They all have the foundation, Jesus Christ. The 
one who builds precious things on that foundation, things that will survive the fire, eternal 
things, shall receive a reward. But the one who has all his work burned up, shall suffer 
loss, although he will be saved in the end. 


This shows there’ll be people in heaven who are barely saved, “yet so as by fire.” They’ll 
have done a lot of work in this world, but its all wood and hay and stubble, it’ll all be 
burned up in the judgment. They won’t be able to take the fruits of any of it to heaven. All 
that work will be for nothing. We don’t want to be like that. A worldly, backslidden 
Christian wastes his life. That’s why the Lord will try to wake him up from that condition. 
Christ taught:


Matthew 6:19-21

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.


Not the other way around. So many Christians misquote this and say “where your heart 
is, there will your treasure be.” That’s the wrong way round. Don’t follow your heart, 
whatever you do. That’ll be disaster. Where’s your treasure? Heaven, or earth? Wherever 
it is, that’s where your heart truly is.


That’s the thorny ground hearer. A true believer. He’ll get to heaven. But he’s very 
disobedient, and totally unfruitful.


That’s the parable of the sower. Which one of these four types of soil are we?


Do we have no interest in the things of God? Well, we could say, “I’m not interested,” and 
at least we’re being honest, unlike the hypocrite. But whether we’re interested or not is 
irrelevant. This isn’t just another hobby, to be interested in or not as we please, like stamp 
collecting. What do we do in our spare time? Oh, we go to church. No. This is a matter of 
life and death. 




By nature we’re all born with sinful natures. If we want to carry on the way we are, that’s 
fine, go ahead. But we’ll have to accept the consequences of our actions. Living for self is 
a waste of time. We need to change. And only God can change us. We must repent of sin, 
put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ to save us from our sins, and if we’re genuine, He’ll 
change our life. He’ll give us a new heart that can then start producing spiritual fruit. 
That’s real life. Not concentrating on our own little selves. We need to put our trust in 
eternal things. Trust in Christ for salvation, He is the only hope for all of us.


Or, are we a hypocrite? Maybe we’ve been in the church for many years. Maybe our 
family has been coming here for five generations, I don’t know. But that won’t get us into 
heaven. All of us who call ourselves Christian, need to examine ourselves to make sure 
our hearts really have been changed:


2 Corinthians 13:5

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your 
own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?

 

And then we’ve got a message to true believers too, those who know they’ve truly had 
their hearts changed. In the good soil, we are told that Christians:


“bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.” 

We can interpret this two ways, and we’re not told which. Both are true. 


It could mean that we’ve all got different capacities to produce fruit, some thirtyfold, some 
sixty and some an hundredfold. There’s another parable Christ told, which seems to imply 
this. In that parable, one man is given five talents to start with, and he’s expected to make 
five more. One is only given two talents to start with, but he’s only expected to make two 
talents more, not five, to get the same reward. So the message is we should be working 
at full capacity, with whatever we’ve been given to start with. 


But it could also be saying something else. Christ said:


Matthew 5:48

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.


Now, I don’t know about you, but even with the Holy Spirit in my heart and the best of 
intentions, I can’t do that. I want to, it’s my aim in life, but I fail. We all backslide. Maybe 
the parable is teaching us we should be producing a hundredfold, but some of us only 
produce sixty, and others only thirty. So maybe the lesson is to stop backsliding and start 
producing fruit again. 


I’ve been saying all along, we should produce fruit, and that’s right. But actually we can’t 
produce fruit. Only God gives the increase. It’s the Holy Spirit that produces fruit in our 
lives. We’re just the fruit tree. But a good gardener knows there are things he can do to 
promote the fruit’s growth. He can prune the tree. We know the Lord does the pruning 
because we’re told:


John 15:2

Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.




But there are things we can do as well. We can water it. We can dung it. And we can get 
rid of the weeds. And, do you know, that’s the Christian’s life.




Mark 9:14-29.  Demon Possession 

Read Mark 5:1-20 
         Mark 9:14-29 

I want to talk today on the subject of demon-possession. Now, please stay with me. You 
might say, “What on earth has that got to do with me?” To which I reply, “Hopefully, 
nothing.” I pray to the Lord that none of us will ever experience it in our lives or families. 

But the fact remains that there is a spiritual dimension to our lives.  

Ephesians 6:12 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

The Bible doesn’t tell us much about this spiritual dimension, and we shouldn’t pretend we 
know more than we’re given in the Bible to know. One of the things we find out about this 
spiritual dimension, is that there is such a thing as demon-possession. So we’ve got to 
deal with the subject as much as we can, from the little information we have. And we are 
given so little information on this subject for a reason. It’s not good for us to delve too 
deeply into these things. There are many people out there who think they’ve got the power 
to cast demons out, and it has to be said, they make a comfortable living out of it. But they 
don’t know what they are doing, and neither should we pretend we know all about this 
subject either. Let’s see what the Bible says and stick to that. I’ve got four points: 

1. Demon Possession is a real phenomenon. 

Some people dismiss demon-possession altogether, and believe it to be no more than 
what we call today a neurological or psychiatric illness. There’s a classic example here: 

[17] And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee 
my son, which hath a dumb spirit; [18] And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth 
him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to 
thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.  

They see “he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth,” and they 
say, Ah, that’s what we know today as epilepsy. People in those days were more 
superstitious, so attributed it to the devil. But epilepsy doesn’t make one dumb, and it 
doesn’t make someone “pine away,” or wither away. Modern translations say “become 
rigid,” which would fit with epilepsy, but the word is to wither, like a withered hand. In any 
case epilepsy doesn’t deliberately throw people into fire or water to try to destroy them:


[22] And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: 
but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.  

So demon-possession isn’t an illness. It’s something altogether different, it’s a real thing, 
a supernatural being taking over a person’s mind and faculties. 




Before we continue with this text in Mark 9, I want to look at another example for a 
minute, the man in the land of the Gadarenes, in Mark 5. What were his symptoms?


Mark 5:4,5,7

He had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked 
asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. And 
always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting 
himself with stones…. And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, 
Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.  

He thinks he’s somebody else, so he’s bipolar, and he self-harms. That’s how he would be 
diagnosed today. Now, these things can normally be treated and controlled very well with 
modern medicine. Please don’t think I’m rubbishing modern medicine. These illnesses 
exist, and can be treated by modern medicine. If we’ve got symptoms, see the doctor. 
But what I’m saying is that demon-possession is altogether different.


The Gadarene man had supernatural strength. He could break chains. No man could 
tame him. He was heard in the town from the tombs where he lived, so he had a 
supernaturally loud voice. And he knew exactly who Jesus Christ was, the “Son of the 
most high God.” Demons know things like that, people generally don’t. And they also 
knew that they were eventually destined for torment, with no alternative or way out. 


Nowhere in the Bible speaks of “good spirits.” We have angels, but the angels that kept 
their first estate, are simply called angels, and they don’t “possess” people. They are 
messengers of God who minister to the saints:


Hebrews 1:14

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation? 

But we do read of “evil spirits,” “unclean spirits,” and “devils,” or “demons.” These all 
refer to the same thing, and I suggest that these are fallen angels. Otherwise, where else 
could they have come from? We read of some angels who fell:


2 Peter 2:4

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell [tartarus], and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;…. 

Jude 1:6

And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 

At the beginning of time, some angels fell. These fallen angels were cast into chains of 
darkness in “Tartarus” by God. And there is no plan of redemption for them. This 
occurrence of the word “Tartarus” in 2 Peter 2:4 is the only place it is found in Scripture. 
Evil men go to Hades (or Sheol in Hebrew), Both are translated “hell” in our Bibles, which 
may cause some confusion, but they are separate places.


However, there is a way they can leave “Tartarus,” but only for a short time as the Lord 
allows. The only way they can leave is for them to possess a body. They can’t wander 
around free without a body for very long, because we read: 




Matthew 12:43,44

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, 
and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and 
when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished.  

They have to possess a body or be cast back into Tartarus.


They can’t possess animals, as can be seen here clearly in Mark 5. The swine couldn’t 
hold them. The devils are so violent, the swine are destroyed. But they can possess men.


Why on earth would the Lord allow fallen angels to possess men? Most of us are in full 
control of our own faculties. So our sins come from ourselves. We are fully to blame for 
them. We can never say, “The devil made me do it,” as an excuse for our sin. And that’s 
how it is normally. However, some individuals decide they are going to worship Satan, or 
some other evil spirit. If they continue on this path for so long, God will give them over, 
just as He gives people over to do other depraved things:


Romans 1:24,25

Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, 
and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen. 

This is altogether different from anything medical or psychological. It’s a real possession 
of someone by a demon, or an evil spirit. They take over inside of them.


And look what happened after the demons had gone out of this Gadarene man:


Mark 5:15

And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the 
legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 

What a contrast. From a wild man in the tombs that no man could tame, to a man “sitting, 
and clothed, and in his right mind.” Back in control of his own faculties again. A huge 
difference only Christ could have done in Him.


Some people again want to limit demon possession, saying that it is very, very rare these 
days, and was only more manifest around the time Christ was on the earth, because He 
was the Saviour and the devil was more active while He was around.  

Maybe that’s partly true. Maybe the devil was more active around the time Christ was on 
earth. It makes sense. But from that, we can’t deduce that it doesn’t happen any more, or 
that it’s very, very rare now. People who have that view are usually those who’ve never 
come across it. Demon possession has occurred throughout history, and still occurs today. 

It’s more outwardly manifested in places like Africa and Asia, where evil spirits are openly 
worshipped. The evil faces and forms of statues in Voodoo, Hindu and Buddhist temples 
are clearly demonic in origin. Anyone bowing down to such things for any length of time 
will surely be affected somehow by them, maybe eventually becoming possessed by them. 



In the West, demon possession tends to be rarer because not as many people worship evil 
spirits here. And in any case, it’s more hidden from view because it’s lumped together by 
doctors as a “mental health” issue. Most demon-possessed people in this country would 
probably be locked away in some secure psychiatric unit. But demon-possession isn’t a 
mental illness. When we see it, the difference will be obvious. 

In cases of demon-possession, the person is clearly possessed by another being taking 
control over them. It would be a far more powerful being than any of us could ever be, 
and the person possessed would lose control of their faculties. And all of them clearly 
know exactly who Jesus Christ is. The apostles were once followed by a girl:


Acts 16:16-18

And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying: The same 
followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, 
which shew unto us the way of salvation. And this did she many days. But Paul, being 
grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her. And he came out the same hour.


She met them while they were at prayer. The devil will always try to interrupt godly activity. 
In the 1904 Welsh revival, there were cases of people screaming in the middle of sermons. 
And then she said, “These men are the servants of the most high God, which shew unto 
us the way of salvation.” What’s wrong with that? She knew the truth. A lot of churches 
would call that good witnessing. But the truth coming from the lips of someone possessed 
by a demon isn’t a good witness at all. So Paul cast the demon out. Easy. So every time 
we come across a case of demon-possession, let’s cast it out, like Paul did. Hang on. 

2. Men do not have the power to cast out demons today. 

And we should never believe that we do have. Don’t mess with demons, we don’t know 
what we’re doing, and they’re much more powerful than we are. We shouldn’t even try to 
be a conduit for God to cast them out. It’s dangerous. Keep away. Now, where’s my 
Biblical warrant for saying that? 

There are no instructions how to cast out demons in the Bible. I know of people who have 
taken the few examples in the Bible of Christ and the apostles casting out demons, and 
turned that into a manual as to how we can do it too. But that’s a wrong use of Scripture. 

The power to cast out demons was one of the “signs and wonders,” and NOT a spiritual 
gift. It’s not in 1 Corinthians 12 or 14 or other passages on spiritual gifts. So we don’t have 
it today. It was one of the “signs and wonders” which only Christ had, and those to whom 
Christ gave it temporarily. And there are three occasions we know about when He did that: 

a. The twelve (Matthew 10, Mark 3:14,15, Luke 9:1-10): 

Matthew 10:1,8 
And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against 
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease.... Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have 
received, freely give. 



We’ve got to note here that one of the twelve was Judas Iscariot: 

Matthew 10:4 
....and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.  

So an unbeliever can be given the power to cast out demons, if Christ so wishes him to 
have it. And then we see that this was only for one particular campaign: 

Matthew 10:5,6 
These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. 

We’re called to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature, not just “the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel,” so this instruction can’t be for us. And once the 
campaign was over, the power ceased. We see that back in our text in Mark 9: 

[18] ....and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not. 

The disciples couldn’t cast this demon out, not because they lacked faith, but because the 
power from the earlier campaign, which they still thought they had, had ceased. They 
could no longer cast out demons. And then the second occasion Christ gave this power: 

b. The seventy (Luke 10:1-20): 

Luke 10:1 
After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two 
before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. 

This also was just for one particular campaign, because they were sent “before his face 
into every city and place, whither he himself would come.” And we know they cast out 
demons, because later they boasted of it: 

Luke 10:17 
And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us 
through thy name. 

But Christ warned them not to boast. Having the power to cast out demons isn’t important: 

Luke 10:20 
Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, 
because your names are written in heaven. 

And then the third occasion Christ gave this power: 

c. The apostles (Acts 1:8): 

Acts 1:8 



But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

Power was given to the apostles for a short time after Pentecost, to prove that they were 
the witnesses Christ had chosen. And we’ve got examples of them using this power to heal 
and cast out evil spirits: 

Acts 8:7 
For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with 
them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 

But this power ceased after a time. We know that, because later on in his ministry, Paul 
couldn’t even heal his friend: 

2 Timothy 4:20 
Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick. 

Those were three special occasions when Jesus Christ gave power to men to cast out 
demons. I’m not saying spiritual gifts have ceased. I’m not a cessationist. I’m happy to 
believe spiritual gifts exist today, depending on how they are defined. What I am saying is 
that casting out demons isn’t one of them. It’s not in any of the Biblical lists of spiritual gifts. 
It was one of the “signs and wonders” only Jesus had, or gave to others for a short time. 

What about many people today who claim to have a “deliverance” ministry? I’m going to 
condemn them. Sorry. They’re no different from exorcists. We’re warned about them: 

Acts 19:13-17 
Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had 
evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul 
preacheth. And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which 
did so. And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are 
ye? And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and 
prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. And this 
was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, 
and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 

These exorcists in the passage were trying to cast out evil spirits using the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Surely that’s how we should cast them out, in the name of Jesus, not any 
other name. But it didn’t work. They ended up being overtaken themselves by the evil 
spirits. That should warn all of us off trying such things ourselves. Dabbling with evil spirits 
is dangerous, even if we think we can cast them out ourselves because we’ve got Jesus in 
our hearts now. Keep away, we don’t know what we’re playing with. 

When it tells us, “the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified,” it was because the exorcists 
had been exposed as not being able to cast demons out at all. 

What do these “deliverance” ministries tell their people? Do they tell them all illness, 
physical and mental, is caused by Satan? Do they tell them they can heal all illness, 
physical as well as psychological? If they say they can, they’re quacks. And they’re after 
your money. Christ came across a poor lady who’d been taken in by this sort of thing: 



Mark 5:25-29 
And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, And had suffered many 
things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but 
rather grew worse, When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched 
his garment. For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. And straightway 
the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that 
plague. 

If we’ve got a problem, physical or mental, we don’t need to go to a quack. Why do we 
need to go to these people at all? We don’t. Go to Christ directly. Just touch the hem of His 
garment. We don’t need these charlatans. 

3. How can we get demons cast out?  

So, if we can’t cast demons out, how can we get them cast out? I’ve just given the answer. 
Go to Christ. Christ alone can cast demons out, we can’t. And nobody who claims to have 
special powers can either. The only way to get demons removed is to call on God in prayer 
to remove them. That’s what we’ve got in our text: 

[25] When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul 
spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, 
and enter no more into him. [26] And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came 
out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead. [27] But 
Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. [28] And when he was 
come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him 
out? [29] And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer 
and fasting. 

The disciples here had lost the power Christ had given them temporarily for the earlier 
campaign. But they can’t understand why they can’t still be like Christ and have powers 
like this for ever. Well, we don’t need them. We’ve all got something far more powerful than 
merely the power to cast out demons, exciting though that sounds. We’ve got the power of 
prayer. In all our situations, whatever they may be, however big or small, whether it’s a 
need to cast out a demon, or to travel safely, whatever we need, we can go to God in 
prayer. And that’s the God-ordained method for every situation we find ourselves in today. 

1 Peter 5:7 
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

James 5:16 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

But how do we pray? We come to the fourth point, and this is the most wonderful of all: 

4. Real Christians cannot be demon-possessed. 

Real prayer is a relationship with God. It’s not an outward form of religion. It’s an inward 
change in the heart. Anyone can begin this relationship. We simply need to repent of our 



past sins, be finished with our old life, and turn to Jesus Christ. Start talking to Him, 
communicate with Him. Prayer is a continual relationship. It’s not just going through a 
form. And we need to cry to God, earnestly, genuinely and sincerely, and He will change 
our hearts from the inside. We will become new creatures, from the inside: 

Ezekiel 36:26,27 
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do 
them. 

Real Christians have been changed from the inside. It’s difficult to explain to anyone who’s 
never experienced it. But they now have the Holy Spirit inside them, possessing them. 
They are now the Lord’s. And they can never be lost or possessed by demons any more. 

1 John 4:4 
Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in 
you, than he that is in the world. 

Romans 8:38,39 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Sometimes an exorcist seems to succeed, and the people all say, “Hallelujah!” But it’s only 
because the demon has left voluntarily and temporarily. It will be back again soon enough, 
maybe with others: 

Luke 11:24-26 
When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; 
and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. And when he 
cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of 
that man is worse than the first. 

But if the Holy Spirit comes into the heart, nothing and no one can displace Him. No 
demon can ever come back. 

The devil won’t like it if we become a Christian. He’ll certainly be there trying to attack us. 
But he can only attack externally now. That’s why we need to put on our spiritual armour: 

Ephesians 6:11 
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 

The devil can never possess us any more. We’re no longer His and never can be. 

If we come across anyone who calls him or herself a Christian and at the same time thinks 
they’re possessed by a demon (as opposed to simply being attacked externally), we have 
to say that either they’re mistaken about actually being possessed, or that they aren’t a 
truly born-again Christian in their hearts, and haven’t got the Holy Spirit within them. 



Let’s all make sure we know the Lord. Then the devil can’t touch us. 

Colossians 2:13-15 
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of 
them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

_________________________________________



